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Court bases decision 
on two illegal acts 


By Volt Contreras 


FOUR ILLEGAL ACTS CONSTITUTED THE 
plunder charge filed against deposed Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada, but prosecutors were 
only able to pin him down on two—his sys- 
‘tematic collection of P545 million in illegal 
gambling payoffs and his receipt of a 
P189-million commission from stock mar- 
‘COURT/A2I 
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By Jocelyn R. Uy 
and Tarra Quismundo 


WHEN THE AUDIO MONITOR IN- 
stalled in a corner transmitted the 
bad news, the room was instantly 
hushed. 

A buffet was then being pre- 
pared. Silverware, wineglasses 
and neatly folded napkins were 


Show of force: 
An overkill 


By Alcuin Papa 
and Nikko Dizon 


THESHOWOFFORCEWASAN | 
overkill, but the Philippine Na- | 
tional Police said it was better 
to have “overreacted” than to 
be caught unprepared. 
Sen. Jinggoy Estrada said 
SHOWIAS 


By PDI Staff 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
said last night the Sandiganbayan 
decision to convict Joseph Estrada 
should put an end to destabilization 
talk, but calls were made for her to 
bring to trial cases of plunder and 
corruption committed under her ad- 
ministration. 

Speaking during the launch in 
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HISTORIC: History will long remember that Joseph Estrada is the first Philippine President to be convicted for plunder after going through the entire 


‘and son Jinggoy are laden with anguish. 


Hush blankets holding room for Estrada family 


judicial process. As they leave the court following the verdict, Estrada, wife Loi, daughter Jackie (behind him) 


laid on a white-covered table, as 
though for a feast. But the mood 
had turned glum for the assembly 
of roughly 50. 

The scene was a small room on 
the sixth floor at the Sandigan- 
bayan building—a “holding area” 
away from the prying eyes of the 
media that the Sandiganbayan 
Sheriff's Office had assigned for 


the VIPs in Joseph Estrada's camp 
who could not be accommodated 
in the cramped courtroom four 
floors down. 

Tt was here that relatives as well 
as friends and political allies clos- 
est to the man wept and consoled 
one another upon hearing yester- 
day's guilty verdict. 

‘Among the Estrada officials ob- 


served in the room were former 
Secretaries Vicente Rivera of 
transportation, Benjamin Diokno 
of budget, Alberto Romualdez of 
health, Jose Pardo of finance, Ho- 
racio Morales of agrarian reform, 
Gregorio Vigilar of public works, 
Bienvenido Laguesma of labor and 
Mario Tiaoqui of energy. 

HUSH BLANKETS/A10 


It’s enough to make a grown man cry 


AFTER A TRIAL LASTING MORE 
than six years, the Sandiganbayan 
finally handed down its verdict on 
the criminal charges filed against 
deposed President Joseph Estra- 
da. 

For the lesser charge of per- 
jury, Joseph Estrada was acquit- 
ted. Since acquittal is immediate- 
ly final, the perjury case is a 
closed matter. For the crime of 


Verdict serves as a warning 


‘THE COUNTRY WAS UNRUFFLED 
yesterday when the Sandigan- 
bayan handed down its decision 
finding deposed President Joseph 
Estrada guilty of the crime of plun- 
der, inscribing his name in Philip- 
pine history as the first Filipino 
President ever to be convicted of 
the crime of plunder—or of any 
crime, for that matter. 

Given the gravity of the offense 
and its precedent-smashing ef- 
fects, the verdict did not come as a 


Malacafiang of a forum for peace 
attended by Christian bishops, 
Muslim ulamas, (preachers) and 
military leaders, Ms Arroyo said: 
“We live by the rule of law. We 
abide by what the courts of the 
land decide.” 

She later told reporters: “We 
abide by what the court decides.” 

Asked if the court ruling on 
Estrada put an end to talk of desta- 


By Joaquin Bernas, S}. 


plunder, however, Estrada was 
convicted 

But what is plunder? 

Ina decision promulgated dur- 
ing the early stages of the Estra- 
da case, the Supreme Court de- 
scribed plunder thus: “Plunder, a 


By Amando Doronila 


shock to most Filipinos, not even 
to Estrada himself and his lawyers. 
‘They were prepared for it. 
However, the decision presents 
a haunting prospect of criminal ac- 
countability for Ms Arroyo after 
her presidency ends. It has set the 
precedent of a successful reckon- 
ing of accountability after a presi- 


GMA: Verdict to end destabilization talk 


bilization, Ms Arroyo said: “That's 
all right to say that.” 

“We bow to the decision of the 
Sandiganbayan,” Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said. 

“We hope and pray that the rule 
of law will prevail.” 

“Meanwhile, we have a country 
to run, an economy to grow, and a 
peace to win. We hope that this 
sad episode in our history will not 


term chosen from other equally 
apt terminologies, like kleptocra- 
cyand economic treason, punish- 
es the use of high office for per- 
sonal enrichment, committed 
through a series of acts done not 
in the public eye but in stealth 
and secrecy over a period ode, 
that may involve so many per- 
sons, here and abroad, and 

IPSENOUGH/AB 


to GMA, too 


dency. Ithas putin place the mech- 
anism for accountability. 

After the collapse of the Estrada 
administration, the Supreme 
Court ruled that the ousted leader 
was not immune from prosecution 
for criminal acts committed dur- 
ing his incumbency. 

‘Already, Ms Arroyo faces a num- 
ber of issues taking her to task, in- 
cluding the accountability for the 
extrajudicial killings of political 

VERDICT/AS 


permanently distract us from 
these goals,” he said. 

Sergio Apostol, presidential le- 
gal adviser, said Ms Arroyo did not 
only feel elated by the guilty ver- 
dict handed down on Estrada, she 
also felt vindicated. 

“Ic is difficult for me to say am 
happy,” Apostol quoted Ms Arroyo 
as telling him. But he said that be- 

emaa 


The court found Estrada: Innocent of perjury; 
guilty of plunder beyond reasonable doubt on 2 of 
4 counts that he was charged with: P545M legal 
gambling payoffs and a P189-milllon commission 
from stock market purchases using SSS, GSIS 
funds. | 
© Sentenced to reclusion perpetua (in prison for | 
20-40 years). 

© Accessory penalties: \ 
—Civl interdiction (deprived of the rights of parental 
authority or quardlanship over the person or proper- 
ty of any ward, of marital authority, and ofthe right to 
‘manage his property and to dispose of t). 
—Disqualified from public office, profession or 
calling and deprived of right to vote. 

—Government forfeiture of P545.291 millon, 
with interest and income earned, inclusive of the 
200 million deposited in the Erap Muslim Youth 
Foundation account; P189 milion, inclusive of in- 
terest and income earned, deposited in the Jose 
Velarde account; and "Boracay Mansion” (house 


website: wwwinguirernet and lot located at 100 11th Street, New Manila, ` 
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Quezon Cty). 


GUILTY OF PLUNDER 


Court noted it’s 

first plunder case į 
vs highest official | 
of the land i 


“I TOOK A GAMBLE,” JOSEPH 
Estrada said—and the nation 
watched as the gambler lost. 

In generally subdued proceedings that last- 
ed barely 15 minutes and broadcast live on ra- 
dio and television, the Sandiganbayan's Spe- 
cial Division yesterday pronounced the 
70-year-old ousted President guilty of plunder 
and sentenced him up to 40 years in prison. 
He left the courtroom teary-eyed and trailed 
by weeping family members and supporters. 
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Erap: We’ll fight, 
will file motion for 
reconsideration 


By TJ Burgonio and Jocelyn R. Uy 


By Volt Contreras 


FOR JOSEPH ESTRADA, IT WAS FAR FROM 
being the end of the world. For him, the fight 
had just begun. 

Initially looking glum after being convict- 
ed of plunder, the deposed President yester- 
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It’s all over, 
Estrada 
lawyer tells 
daughter 


By Norman Bordadora 


EDWARD SERAPIO HUGGED AND KISSED HIS 12- 
year-old daughter when he went home in Quezon City 
yesterday. 

“Irs all over” Serapio told Nicole as he broke the 
good news that all is now well in the family. 

The Sandiganbayan yesterday acquitted Serapio of 
conspiring with deposed President Joseph Estrada ands 
his son, Jinggoy, to commit plunder. The younger Estra- 
da, who is now a senator, was also cleared. 

While the Estradas dealt with stringent security ar- 
rangements, their battery of lawyers and persistent 
journalists after the verdict, Serapio and his wife left 
the courthouse quietly and headed back to their house 
at Sta. Mesa Heights, 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Souther Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao wil experience 
cloudy skies with scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms. The 


rast of the country wil be partiy cloudy to cloudy wilh isolated ran- 
showers or thunderstorms. 
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Probe of NBN deals opposed 


Enrile, Angara claim there are no binding contracts yet ` 


We in 
Mitsubishi Motors’ 
New Showroom & 
Service Center at 
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Mitsubishi Motors Philippines congratulates 
Diamond Marcos Highway, Inc. on the opening 
i of its New Showroom and After Sales Service Center. 
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By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


TWO ADMINISTRATION SENATORS YES- 
terday said the Senate has no business inves- ` 
tigating the national broadband deal (NBN) 

and the cyber education project (CEP) be- 
cause there was no binding contract yet on 

the two projects that are to be funded by 
loans from the Chinese government. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile said there was no 
contract for the Senate to investigate as the 
NBN deal with the Chinese-based ZTE | 
Corp. has not yet been consummated. 

‘The Senate blue ribbon committee is ex. 
pected to hold its first hearings on the ZTE 
deal on Tuesday. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, who is pushing the 
Senate probe, on Tuesday presented what 
purported to be a “reconstituted” copy of 
the stolen ZTE contract signed by Trans- 
portation and Communications Secretary 
Leandro Mendoza in China last April in cer- 
emonies that were witnessed by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Enrile, however, said the document was 
merely a supply agreement and that the 
more binding contract, the financial agree- 
‘ment, has not yet been approved. 

“That contract is meaningless unless a fi- 
nancing plan has been approved,” he said. 

Enrile said it would be more prudent for 
the Senate to wait for the Supreme Court to 
decide on the case filed by Amsterdam 
Holdings, the losing bidder, asking the high 
court to nullify the ZTE deal. 

“Let the Supreme Court make a judg- 
ment. I suggest we should await the dispo- 
sition of the Supreme Court because ifit de- 
clares there is no contract or there is a con- 
tract but is invalid, then that’s it. We cannot 
go against that,” he said. 

Sen. Edgardo Angara similarly said he 
was not pursuing a previous proposal to 
probe the CEP after he was assured by gov- 
ernment economic managers that the pro- 
ject was still in the planning stages. 

“From the testimony of the three depart- 
ment heads responsible for approving the 
debt financing for the project—Department 
Finance, Department of Budget and Man- 
agement, and Central Bank—there is no 
contract as of the moment. So what will we 
investigate?” said Angara after meeting 
with Finance Secretary Margarito Teves, 
Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya and cen- 
tral bank governor Amado Tetangco. 

Enrile said that aside from there being no 
contract, the party pushing for nullification 
of the ZTE deal, Amsterdam Holdings’ Joey 
de Venecia, could be liable for graft. 

Ae the son of House Speaker Jose de 
Venecia, the younger De Venecia should not 
be seen as “intervening” in any government 
contract, Enrile said. 

“Any spouse or relative of the President, 
Vice President, Senate President and House 
Speaker to the fourth degree of consan- 
guinity cannot intervene in any contract 
with the government,” said Enrile. 

“This law was enacted specifically to pre- 
empt situations like the ZTE dispute. The 
young De Venecia admitted that Amster- 
dam is his corporation and there is no ques- 
tion about it—he intervened in a contract," 
he said 


gece 


THERE’S A CATCH 

How do you introduce cutting-edge satel- 
lite technology in schools that have yet to 
experience the simple comfort of electrio- 
ity? That's what opposition congressman 
Rufus Rodriguez is asking in criticizing 


the Cyber Education Project. 


ONE-STOP-SHOP 

‘The government has approved the setting 
up of a one-stop-shop at the Housing and 
Land Use Regulatory Board to speed up 
the Issuance of housing-related permits, 
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LEGAL ACTION 

About 100 human rights lawyers are set 
to petition the courts for urgent remedies 
to protect the rights of people who may 
be placed under surveillance by the new- 
ly-formed Anti-Terror Council headed by 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. 
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Migrante 
raps POEA 
ruling on 
‘Sentosa 27’ 


United States. 

Regalado called the timing of 
the the POEA decision “highly 
dubious.” 

“After sitting on the case for 
more than a year, it’s suspicious 
that the decision comes out 
more days after Sentosa’s spin 
that the discrimination charge 
against them was dismissed in 
the US,” she added. 


US dismissal 

She recalled that according 
POEA rules and regulations, de- 
cisions on illegal recruitment 
cases are to be released within 
90 days of the filing of the com 
plaint. The case was filed with 
the POEA in May 2006. 

Baldoz's decision followed 
that of the US justice depart 
ment’s dismissal of a separate 
complaint by the 27 health care 
professionals of unfair immi- 
gration-related employment 
practices against Sentosa Care 
LLC, SRAs New York-based 
mother company. 

Regalado, however, said the 
complainants’ lawyer Felix Vin- 
luan has denied the reported US 
DOJ decision. 

“The reports [of the charges 
being dismissed] are mislead- 
ing and untrue. Far from being 
dismissed, the discrimination 
cases are now with the US DOJ's 
Office of the Chief Administra 
tive Hearing Officer,” she quot- 
ed Vinluan as saying 


By Jerome Aning 


THE MIGRANTE INTERNA- 
tional overseas Filipinos al- 
liance yesterday denounced the 
decision of the Philippine Over- 
seas Employment Administra- 
tion dismissing the illegal re- 
cruitment case filed by 27 Fil- 
ipino health professionals 
against the Sentosa Recruit- 
ment Agency (SRA). 

Migrante chair Connie Bra- 
gas-Regalado refused to accept 
the ruling of POEA administra- 
tor Rosalinda Dimapilis-Baldoz 
that found no merit in the com- 
plainants' charge of recruitment 
law violations against Sentosa. 

“Mrs. Baldoz exacerbates 
the injustices already suffered 
by theses nurses and health 
professionals. The collusion 
between POEA and SRA in 
this case is palpable. Sentosa 
is clearly guilty of misrepre- 
sentation, contract substitu- 
tion and a range of contract 
violations,” Regalado said in a 
statement. 

The complainants—dubbed 
the “Sentosa 27"—were re- 
cruited from Manila to work in 
the US by SRA. They walked 
out of their work places in April 
2006 and filed charges against 
SRA, accusing the firm of mis- 
representation in their recruit- 
ment, substitution of contracts, 
withholding of salaries and 
other recruitment law viola- 
tions. 


Highly dubious 

‘The case gained national at- 
tention because of reports—lat- 
er denied by Baldoz—that for- 
mer presidential chief-of-staff 
Mike Defensor tried to inter- 
vene in the lifting of the suspen- 
sion of SRA's recruitment activi- 
ties by the POEA.. 

‘Among the complainants was 
Elmer Jacinto, who placed first 
in the medical board exams and 
then made the controversial de- 
cision to work as a nurse in the 


Picket at 7 
Manila 


flair for kitchen fashion. 


There are cookers. Then, there's Ariston. 


Signature campaign 

Migrante vowed to continue 
fighting for the complainants, 
and has backed Gabriela party- 
list Rep. Luz Ilagan’s resolution 
demanding a congression:” in- 
quiry on the case. 

In the US, Regalado said the 
National Alliance for Filipino 
Concerns will be leading the 
‘Justice for Sentosa 27” cam: 
paign. An international petition 
for the group has also gathered 
more than 2,000 signatures, she 
said. 


Available at leading appliance stores nationwide 
CEBU et se (032) 259-8860, DAVAO ottice (082) 225 
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Now you can serve sumptuous 
Sardina Piccante to your Amigas. 


In English? Spicy sardines. But who cares? It doesn’t matter what 
you serve. What matters is how it was prepared. And with Ariston 
kitchen appliances, the argument ends there. Ariston appliances 
are 100% Italian made, built for those with a discerning taste and 
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Official Distributor: Fabriano S.p.A. Inc. # 103 Mergedes Avenue, Brgy. San Miguel, Pasig City. 
109, CAGAYAN DE ORO office (088) 856-4727. 
Showro- as: Shangri-La (02) 631-8282, Serendra (02) 856-2518, and MC Home Depot 
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Zoo set 


ANIMAL WELFARE 
activists will picket 
the Manila Zoo to- 
day to protest con- 
gestion in the zoo 
and the alleged psy- 
chological suffering 
inflicted on the cap- 
tive wildlife there. 

“The animals at 
the Manila Zoo are 
treated like prison- 
ers, even though 
they've committed 
no crime. These 
animals are bred 
or captured for a 
lifetime of loneli- 
ness and misery, 
and the best way 
to help stop the 
suffering is to boy- 
cott the zoo,” said 
Jason Baker, the 
director for Asia 
Pacific of the Peo- 
ple for the Ethical 
Treatment of Ani- 
mals (PETA). 

He said that in the 
wild, many animals 
spend their entire 
lives with their 
close-knit families, 
but in zoos, animals 
are usually separat- 
ed from their fami- 
lies from when they 
are babies. 

The protesters 
will be covered from 
head to foot in little 
more than brightly 
colored body paint. 

Jerome Aning 
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Dawn has managed to regain her whistle-bait 
body through religiously undergoing Marie 
France treatments, watching her diet and living 
ahealthy lifestyle. At one pointshe reached 146 
Ibs. and a 40-inch waistline, a far cry from her 
formerly slim figure. 

She reveals, “I went up 40 pounds after 
givingbirth. My waistline was 40? 44? And that 
was froma 27-inch waistline! Imagine? I mean 
if you think about it, magpape-lipo na lang ako 
diba? 1 actually consulted a doctor about Hand 
was so close to doing it already. But the doctor 

‘Dawn, kung gusto mo mabuntis wag ka muna 
magpa-lipo. Kasi 
sayang” She was being 
honest. That's ‘cause 
ifyougain weightagain ` 


apen 


done, the fat comes out § 
Gaeta Ce 
not “lipo-ed.” So your body isn't proportioned, 
it's disfigured. Yun yumg may mga ripples. Parang 
longganisa! Plus, | don't like seeing marks on my 
body. With lipo, kahit maliliit, 1 still don't like 
seeing scars. Pag nagsuot ako ng bathing suit, 
parang halatang may ginawa ako sa area na ‘to.” 

“When I started doing Marie France, | told 

d myself, ‘Why didn’t | think of this before?!” 
Dawn recalls. “I started to lose weight even in areas no amount 
ofexercise could treat! Like my saddlebags, cellulites, ganyan. 
They have so many machines! All the treatments are non- 
surgical and non-invasive so it's safe.” 

Now at 126 Ibs. with a healthier, slimmer body, she is 
happier, more confident and more energetic. Dawn stresses, 
however, that she is all for being slim the safe, healthy way. She 
even admits to loving food, a refreshing divergence from the 
rampant eating disorders some celebrities fall victim to. “It 
would be difficult for me to avoid food, because I'm surrounded 
with alot of people who love to eat. My own family loves to 


tL fier almosta decade of being wife to Congressman 
fA. Anton Lagdameo, actress Dawn Zulueta has finally 
g y 


gotten the courage to admit the truth about her marriage. 

“My husband has a new lover,” she bravely discloses. 

This new woman in her husband's life has a stunning 
hourglass figure - long, sexy legs, a shapely waist, slender arms 
and flat tummy. She even looks younger than Dawn was a 
few years ago 

‘Whois this new woman? Before a malicious conclusion 
manages to form itselfin your mind, let the truth be known: 
Her husband's new lover ` is Dawn herself 


*[ think that having not only a sexy figure, 
but a healthy lifestyle helps in keeping the 
' fire burning in any marriage. Kasi when 
after you have lipo È you take these things for granted, ifs like . 
sartuer for granted.” 


to try to keep everything to a 


minimum, especially all the rich foods. But that's where 
discipline comes in 

‘And her discipline and consistent visits to Marie France 
have paid off, with her figure as evidence. “I think that having 
not only a sexy figure, but a healthy lifestyle helps in keeping 
the fire burning in any marriage,” Dav states. “Lknow that | 
ook good. So guess it helps, because it boosts my confidence 
when it comes to being with my husband, Siyempre, he in turn 
is also happy with the way 1 look, and I guess he also sees how 
happy 1am with the way Jam. 

“It even affects your mood,” Dawn adds. “It affects 
everything you do, Now, when my husband wants to go out 
or do anything it’s easier for me to get up and go because Il 

i, fit into anything, Unlike before, I'd 
refuse to go out and tell him I had 
nothing to wear. He'd tell me, ‘Ok, Ill 
buy you something to wear, but then 
Tdtell him, It's 2 sizes bigger than my 
` original size. Wag na lang’ I'd just get 
A depressed. So that could've posed 
bigger problems fit kept on happening, Now I know finding 
out everything about each other and accepting each other isa 
normal development in any relationship. However, having said 
that it's also still important to maintain some kind of mystery 
and allure. Kasi when you take these things for granted, i's ike 
taking your partner for granted, So I think it’s important that 
married couples keep themselves looking good for each other, 
like how it was when they were still dating, And that goes for 
the men too!” 

"As for her husband's “new lover,” what is she up to now? 
“Anew baby,” Dawn excitedly announces. “Come December, 
sy husband and I are going to work on it. So that's the next 
big project for me. And you're going to see me gain weight all 
over again!” 

She is not worried, however. “You're going to see me lose 
itall again too,” she promises. “Cause there's always Marie 
France!” 

Call Marie France today for a FREE consultation at 
894-BODY (2639); Cebu (032) 233-7637/39/41; 
Pampanga (045) 961-2981/961-2991. 
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Corrections 

IN THE SEPT. 6 ISSUE, Juan L. Mercado’s “Viewpoint” column 
on Page A of the Opinion section—‘Cry of the wi- 
dows"—misstated that Benjie de Vera was one of the ex-com- 
munist rebels killed by their former comrades. De Vera died on 
Sept. 7 of a heart attack. 


INTHE SEPT, 12 ISSUE, a front-page article—"SC votes 8-7 to 
stop NBN deal”—misstated the province represented by Rep. 
Carlos Padilla. Padilla represents Nueva Vizcaya—not Nueva 
Ecija. 
IN THE SAME ISSUE, the photo caption on Page A10 mis- 
spelled the surname of one of the justices of the Sandigan- 
bayan Special Division. The justice’s name is Diosdado Peral- 
ta—not Paralta. pale 

Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing 
to the Day Dek, Pipe Daly Pecos Pol Bilding, Gino Roce AY 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk @inquirercom. ph 
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Fine vs DepEd exec upheld 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS AFFIRMED 
the penalty imposed by the Office of the 
Ombudsman on a top official of the Depart- 
ment of Education for his involvement in 
the purchase of P21.5 million worth of ve- 
hicles without public bidding. 

The high tribunal, in a decision dated 
Sept. 7, dismissed the petition of former 
DepEd Undersecretary for External Affairs 
Victor Manhit who sought to overturn the 
finding of the Office of the Ombudsman 
that he was guilty of “conduct prejudicial to 
the best interest of the service” and “simple 
misconduct.” He was fined the equivalent 
of six months of his salary. 

‘The ruling stemmed from an administra- 
tive case filed by the Ombudsman in 2000 
against nine DepEd officials, including then 
Secretary Andrew Gonzales, for a “conspi- 
racy by silence” regarding the illegal dis- 
bursement of donated funds. The specific 
charges included: failing to follow guide- 
lines in connection with the receipt and use 
of donations; allowing donations to be used 
for purposes other than that for which the 
amount was granted; and failing to comply 
with the procurement guidelines for the 
purchase of government vehicles. 

The case concerned the purchase by 
DepEd of P21.5 million worth of vehicles 
with money from a special account in the 
Land Bank of the Philippines. The appa- 
rently secret account contained P12 million 
donated by the bank to the DepEd as well as 
interest earned from the department's oth- 
eraccounts. 

Manhit was found liable for not taking 
steps to report the existence of the special 
account to the budget department, Com- 
mission on Audit, or the DepEd’s accoun- 
ting department. He was also identified as 
an active participant in purchasing the ve- 
hicles without public bidding and without 
authority from the Office of the President. 

Manhit had questioned the findings be- 
fore the Court of Appeals. He argued that 
he did not violate accounting and audit- 
ing rules because in serving as Undersec- 
retary for External Affairs, he had no legal 
obligation to report the existence of the 
special account, which he said he did not 
know about. 

But the appellate court ruled against 
him, and this was sustained by the high 
court, 
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GOODWILL VISIT 

Two US Navy ships from the US 7th Fleet are in Manila to conduct community 
projects and participate in friendship-building activities in the country. The ships will 
turn over various items donated by Americans, including toys, books and medical 
supplies to the Department of Social Welfare and Development for distribution to 
those less fortunate. USS Chung-Hoon, based at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii is shown 
docked at the Manila South Harbor. Partly shown is the San Diego-based USS Milius. 


Another ship, the USS Chosin, is due to arrive in Cebu today. men 
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remedies to protect the rights of people 
who may be placed under surveillance by 
the newly formed Anti-Terror Council 4 
(ATC), which they described as a virtual 
“military-civilian junta.” 

The newly formed National Union of 
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daily basis, and in gigantic proportions.” 
‘The ATC, created by the Human Security 
Act of 2007 and chaired by Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita, has the power to 
maintain dossiers on anybody in the coun- 
try, freeze bank accounts and force coope- 
ion from media under the guise of coor- 
dinating national efforts to eradicate ter- 
rorism, the lawyers’ group said 

“That the ATC is a civilian-military junta 
in itself is evidenced by Sec. 54 (of the the 
Human Security Act or Republic Act 9367) 
that gives ATC sweeping powers to estab- 
lish and maintain comprehensive database 
information on terrorism, terrorist activi- 
ties and counterterrorism,” said NUPL 
member Neri Javier Colmenares. 

Colmenares said the NUPL wants to use a 
legal remedy known as the writ of habeas 
data to temper ATC’s “sweeping powers” by 
allowing those in the ATC database the re- 
course to correct and even destroy patently JEE? 
inaccurate data and analysis gathered E 
through surveillance. Jerome Aning 
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Thursday, September 13, 2007 
23rd Week in Ordinary Time 
John Chrysostom 
Ist Reading: Col 3:12-17 
Gospe Luke 6:27-38 | 

Jesus said to his disciples, “But I say to you | 
who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to 
uthose who hate you. Bless those who curse 

you and pray for those who treat you badly. 
‘To the one who strikes you on the cheek, turn 
the other cheek; from the one who takes your 
coat, do not keep back your shirt. Give to the 
‘one who asks and if anyone has taken some- ) 
thing from you, do not demand it back. 

“Do to others as you would have oth- 
ers do to you. Ifyou love only those who | 
love you, what kind of graciousness is 
yours? Even sinners love those who love 
them. If you do favors to those who are 
good to you, what kind of graciousness | 
is yours? Even sinners do the same. If 
you lend only when you expect to re- 
ceive, what kind of graciousness is 
yours? For sinners also lend to sinners, 
expecting to receive something in re- 
tum. | 

“But love your enemies and do good 
to them, and lend when there is nothing 
to expect in return. Then will your re- 
ward be great and you will be sons and 
daughters of the Most High. For he is 
kind towards the ungrateful and the 


wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father | ? 
is merciful. Zeen È og H 

“Don't be a judge of others and you AA re ote 
will not be judged; do not condemn and 
you will not be condemned; forgive and 
you will be forgiven; give and it will be 
given to you, and you will receive in 
your sack good measure, pressed down, 
full and running over. For the measure 
you give will be the measure you receive 


back.” Because time we understand that when it comes to money 
Commentary 


ie aie, Gergen, a s money. matters, every minute counts. But sometimes 
as one ee a ae meet eener 
Jesus and the Spirit. We are to live and 
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Jesus’ words are like a sword to our Hg on your needs. We adjust to you, it's our passion. 
hearts and souls: love your enemies, do e 
good to those who hate you, bless and 
pray for those who harm you. We are to 
live with the peace of God, without harm, 
violence or provocation of others. We are 
to respond with life-giving imagination, 
creativity, and a chance at conversion in 
every situation. We are to lend and give 
generously even if we think that nothing 
may come back to us. We are to be holy, 
compassionate, and forgiving, living like 
God in relation to everyone. What kind of 
measure will we be getting back today, 
this year? 
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From page Al 
| day vowed to “fight to the end” 
‘what he decried as a “political 
ruling,” and thumbed down any 
coffer of pardon. 

One of his lawyers, Estelito 

{Mendoza, said the defense 
fwould file a motion for reconsid- 
feration withthe antigraft court. 
} “It is better that we bring 
Iwhat we perceive are not appro- 
re conclusions to the [anti- 
graft court] as it might wish to 
[rectify the conclusions itself,” 
‘Mendoza said. 

‘Mendoza said there were many 
points that the justices failed to 
acknowledge in their ruling. 

“We raised several defenses but 
the court did not even mention 
em, much less overrule them, in 
{this decision,” Mendoza said. 

He said among the factors the 
‘court failed to consider were 
the fact that it was former Ilocos 


Sur Rep. Luis “Chavit” Singson 
who collected kickbacks from 
“jueteng” and that it was busi- 
nessman Jaime Dichaves who 
redeived the P189-million com- 
mission from,the sale of the 
Belle Corporation shares. 

“There was no evidence that 
Estrada knew that Dichaves got 
the shares from Belle. There 
was also no evidence that Estra- 
da claimed the check from 
Belle,” he said. 

Lawyer Rene Saguisag also 
said that it had long been proven 
that the creation of special courts 
“was programmed to convict.” 

“This is politics-driven. The 
Sandiganbayan had no choice 
but to validate what the 
Supreme Court sanctioned in 
2001,” he said. 

He was referring to the high 
court's ruling upholding Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's claim 


{STAR WITNESS for the prosecution, Chavit Singson, keeps an eye on 
We TV coverage of Judgment Day for his former bosom buddy. 
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to the presidency after Estrada 
was overthrown in a popular re- 
volt. 

Talking to reporters, Estrada 
said: “Of course, this is just the 
start. We will file a motion for re- 
consideration, and there's another 
option to appeal this with the 
‘Supreme Court.” 

His spokesperson, Cagayan 
de Oro Rep. Rufus Rodriguez, 
said there were two options 
available: File a motion for re- 
consideration with the antigraft 
court or appeal this directly 
with the high tribunal. 

“He's going to fight this out,” 
Rodriguez said. 

After a court session that last- 
ed no more than 12 minutes, 
Estrada was escorted by a pha- 
lanx of security men to the sixth 
floor holding center for VIPs 
and ended up comforting his 
family, allies and supporters. 


“When he'came up into the 
holding area, he saw Jackie 
(Ejercito-Lopez) crying. So he 
went to Jackie to tell her: ‘it’s 
not the end of the world. We'll 
fight to the end’.” said Rod 
Reyes, Estrada's press secretary. 

“He said this is not the end of 
the world.” 

Estrada said he wasn't sur- 
prised by his conviction, but de- 
plored the ruling as politically 
motivated, an observation 
echoed by his former Cabinet 
secretaries and allies. 

He maintained that he was in- 
nocent and that the prosecution 
“failed to prove its case.” He said 
he believed the Sandiganbayan 
created the special court specifi- 
cally to convict him. 


Doubt at the start 
“From the very start, there 
was already doubt in creating 
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this special court,” Estrada said. 
“The direct and indirect pres- 
sures that have been made on 
this special court must have 
been too much too bear,” he 
added in a prepared statement. 
Estrada's former Cabinet sec- 
retaries, who were holed up at 
the holding center throughout 
the proceeding, also decried the 
verdict. 
“This isan attempt to legitimize 
a government that has not done 
this country any good. And that 
means we will suffer a little bit 
more, a little bit longer from the 
bad policies,” former Health Sec- 
retary Alberto Romualdez said. 
“Certainly, the verdict was fa 
vorable to this government for 
ittostay.” 


“Ugly reality’ 
Former Energy Secretary Mario 
Tiaoqui said: “To some extent, we 


Erap: We'll fight, will file motion for reconsideration 


were hoping against hope, but the 
majority of us had expected that 
this wuld be the case. We do feel 
that this is more of a political 
rather than a legal decision.” 

Former Agratian Reform Secre- 
tary Horacio Morales said: “Poli 
cally, there's no other way but to 
convict him. How can they acquit 
him? The transfer of power will 
be questionable if that happens.” 

Shariff Kabunsuan Rep. Dida- 
gen Dilangalen said of the deci- 
sion: “It’s an ugly reality that he has 
to face. He has no control over it." 

Activist Renato Constantino 
said: “It was not unexpected. 
Ire the only verdict possible 
from an illegitimate President. 
Tes a political decision.” 

Former Labor Secretary Bien- 
venido Laguesma remained opti- 
mistic and said: "The process had 
to be pursued so that in the end, 
President will achieve justice.” 


JUDGMENT DAY 


WALLTO-WALL cops block a portion of Commonwealth 
Avenue leading to the Sandiganbayan. Bystanders and 
the simply curious watch the goings-on from a pedestrian 


WHAT NOW? 
Estrada confers 
with his lawyers 
andallies after 
the sentencing 
atthe 
Sandiganbayan. 
Back to camera 
standingis 
Makati Mayor 
Jojo Binay. Back 
to camera 
seated is Estelito 
Mendoza. 
Facing the 
camera beside 
Estrada is Jose 
Flaminiano. 
EH 


Show of force: ‘Better overreacted than caught unprepared’ 


From page Al 
‘the PNP was “overreacting” 
‘when it said it would field some 
‘6,000 policemen yesterday for 
‘the handing down of the Sandi- 
‘(ganbayan’s verdict on the plun- 
ider, corruption and perjury 
‘charges against former Presi- 
{dent Joseph Estrada. 
` The number of police person- 
hnel was in sharp contrast to 
‘some 600 to 700 demonstrators 
iwho showed up on Common- 
Wealth Avenue in Quezon City. 

f The Estrada supporters 
massed at the St, Peters Church 

a near the Sandiganbayan and 
‘several thousands gathered in 
Makati city later in the day but 

lanned massive rallies else- 
where failed to materialize or 
were rained out. 


Remain in full alert 

“We don't consider our 
preparations overreacting. We 
are just preparing for any con 


tingency,” PNP Director General 
Oscar Calderon said. 

Calderon said the 125,000- 
strong police force would remain 
in full alert even after the Sandi- 
ganbayan had handed down its 
guilty verdict on Estrada. 

‘The 2,000-strong troop contin- 
gent that the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) placed on 
standby yesterday remained just 
that after a thin crowd of the de- 
posed leader's supporters showed 
up at the Sandiganbayan. 

“The preparations made by 
the AFP (were) based on a 
worst-case scenario,” the mili- 
tary spokesperson, Lt. Col. Bar- 
tolome Bacarro, said. 

Although no untoward inci- 
dents happened, the AFP would 
remain on red alert, Bacarro said. 


Threat analysis 
‘The military is set to conduct 


a “threat analysis" today to de- 
termine whether the alert status 


can be lowered. 

Bacarro said the military 
would be “taking its cue” from 
the PNR the lead agency tasked 
with ensuring the peace and or- 
der in the country’s capital as the 
antigraft court handed down its 
verdict on the six-year trial. 

Calderon said the number of 
policemen seen on Common- 
‘wealth was just right. “We con- 
sidered the possible worst-case 
scenarios,” he said. 

Militant groups said the PNP 
was turning Metro Manila into 
a virtual garrison with the de- 
ployment of policemen for the 
verdict. 


Peaceful rallies 

Calderon attributed the peac 
ful pro-Estrada rallies to coor 
nation between leaders of pro- 
Estrada groups and police. 

“You saw that whatever 
agreement they had was fol- 
lowed, So you saw law en- 


forcers there were just standing 
around. We are really deter- 
mined to preserve the peace in 
the area,” he said. 

Asked if the lean crowd of 
demonstrators was indicative of 
the waning strength of antigov- 
ernment forces, Calderon re- 
fused to comment. 

“What I can say is that the PNP 
and the armed forces are ready 
for anything and we will observe 
the rule of the law by respecting 
everyone's rights,” he said. 

Now that the verdict on Estra- 
da is out, groups supporting him 
can “avail themselves of their 
rights” to protest some more, ac- 
cording to the PNP chief. 

Calderon called on leaders of 
proEstrada groups to stay 
calm, “Let's not agitate the peo- 
ple. Lers observe sobriety in 
this situation.” 

The PNP chief also said the 
security situation was “general- 
ly peaceful” and that the 


protesters on Commonwealth 
Avenue voluntarily dispersed at 
around noon. 

Calderon also said pursuant 
to orders from the Sandigan- 
bayan, the PNP would retain 
the custody and security of 
Estrada while the former presi- 
dente lawyers examined their 
legal remedies. 

“The former President will still 
be with the PNP through our 
PSPOs (Police Security and Pro- 
tection Office). So we are still the 
custodians here and our former 
president will remain in Tanay 
under our PSPO,” he said. 


Deployments 

Yesterday, a handful of sol- 
diers remained at the AFP 
grandstand. Another group 
stayed on the grounds of the 
‘AFP’s National Capital Region 
Command (NCRCom) in anoth- 
er part of Camp Aguinaldo, 
waiting to be deployed. 


‘Two UH-1H Huey choppers 
that would have provided air 
monitoring support did not see 
action either 

They were on standby the 
whole day beside the AFP 
grandstand, just across from the 
military's general headquarters 
main building where AFP Chief 
of Staff Gen, Hermogenes Es- 
peron Jr. holds office. 

While an MG-520 attack heli- 
copter was spotted hovering 
over the Villamor Air Base at 
least twice early yesterday 
morning, Bacarro said he was 
“not sure” what the aircraft's 
mission was because there was 
“no need for an MG” in the mili- 
tary’s security preparation for 
yesterday's promulgation. 

At the NCRCom command 
center, there was no tension, just 
a relaxed atmosphere, as military 
officials conferred with their PNP 
counterparts in assessing the se- 
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1-stop-shop 
for housing 
developers 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


‘THE GOVERNMENT HAS APPROVED THE 
setting up of a one-stop-shop at the Hous- 
ing and Land Use Regulatory Board 
(HLURB) to speed up the issuance of hous- 
ing-related permits. 
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Vice President Noli de Castro, chair of the 
Housing and Urban Development Coordi- 
nating Council (HUDCC), said this fast- 
track scheme for property developers was 
approved by President Macapagal-Arroyo 
in the Cabinet Meeting Tuesday. 

De Castro said the HLURB, which issues 
licenses to sell property, will now also be 
tasked with securing all necessary permits 
for legitimate developers. These include 
permits from local government units, the 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR) and the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (DA). 


Secure permits 

He said the President wanted HLURB it- 
self to secure the necessary permits, rather 
than merely playing a “facilitative role.” 

During the Cabinet meeting, De Castro 
reported that red tape and long delays in 
the issuance of housing permits were af- 
fecting the development of housing pro- 
jects. 

Delays, he said, came from the long and 
tedious processing of clearances from the 
DA, unreasonable rates imposed by the 
LGUs for the issuance of building permit 
the DENR’s equally long process for the 
suance of environmental compliance cer- 
tificates (ECCs), and titling-related con- 
cerns. 

De Castro said the President has already 
issued Executive Order No. 45 (series of 
2001) that specifically prescribes periods 
for the issuance of housing-related certifi- 
ations, clearances and permits. 

Based on the EO, the following agencies 
should reduce their processing time as fol- 
lows: DENR—from 90 days to 45 days; 
DA—from two-to-six months to 30 days; 
HLURB—from 45 days to 30 days; 
DAR—from 110 days to 70 days; and De- 
partment of the Interior and Local Govern- 
ment (DILG)—fom two-to-three months 
to 30 days. 

“It is, however, unfortunate that despite 
EO 45, red tape is still a valid concern when 
it comes to applying and getting a housing 
permit,” De Castro said. 


Bill seeking 
to clear poll 
winners filed 


By Norman Bordadora 


AN OPPOSITION CONGRESSMAN HAS 
filed a bill seeking to clear those charged with 
politcal crimes if they win a national election. 

Nueva Ecija Rep. Eduardo Joson’s House 
Bill No. 2305 or the proposed Sovereign Ex- 
oneration Law is expected to clear Sen. An- 
tonio Trillanes IV of the rebellion charge 
filed against him in connection with the 
Oakwood mutiny in July 2003. 

Trillanes’ detention for the non-bailable 
charge has been keeping him from attend- 
ing the Senate sessions. 

“If the President can give pardon why 
can't the Filipino people do so as the 
sovereign?” Joson told reporters. 

“If the people elect a person charged with 
a political crime to national office, it means 
the people have forgiven him and want him 
to serve,” he added. 

Joson's proposed bill covers those who 
are charged before any court of law, admin- 
istrative agency or military tribunal with re- 
bellion, coup d'etat, sedition and disloyalty 
as defined in the violation of Articles 134 to 
142 of the Revised Penal Code “which are 
crimes against public order, directed 
against the existence of the State, the au- 
thority of the government and general pub- 
lic tranquility.” 

“Sovereign exoneration refers to the 
power of the sovereign through the elec- 
tions to dismiss all charges or information 
against any person accused of committing a 
political crime or offense,” Joson said in his 
bill. 

He said those charged with common 
crimes such as murder and homicide would 
not be covered by the bill ifit is enacted into 
law. 
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It’s enough to make a grown man cry 


From page Al 

which touch so many states and territorial 
units, The acts and/or omissions sought 
to be penalized do not involve simple cas- 
es of malversation of public funds, 
bribery, extortion, theft and graft but con- 
stitute plunder of an entire nation result- 
ing in material damage to the national 
economy.” 

Congress translated this concept into 
the Plunder Law under which the Sandi- 
ganbayan found Estrada guilty. The ver- 
dict of the antigraft court is not yet final. 
Estrada may still file a motion for recon- 
sideration with the Sandiganbayan or 
bring an appeal directly to the Supreme 
Court. 

Even if I were to carefully read the more 
than two hundred pages of the decision, I 
would still not be in a position to agree or 
disagree with the verdict. It will take some 


time even for the defense lawyers to pre- 


President Joseph Ejercito Estrada is 
pare their rebuttal of the conviction. 


hereby sentenced to suffer the 
penalty of reclusion perpetua and 
the accessory penalties of civil in- 
terdiction during the period of sen- 
tence and perpetual absolute dis- 
qualification. 

“The period within which ac- 
cused former President Joseph 
Ejercito Estrada has been under de- 
tention shall be credited to him in 
full as long as he agrees voluntarily 
in writing to abide by the same dis- 
ciplinary rules imposed upon con- 
victed prisoners. 

“Moreover, in accordance with 
Section 2 of Republic Act No. 7080, 
as amended by Republic Act No. 
7659, the Court hereby declares the 
forfeiture in favor of the govern- 
ment of the followin; 

1. The total amount of Five Hun- 
dred Forty Two Million Seven Hun- 
dred Ninety One Thousand Pesos 
(P545,291,000.00), with interest 
and income earned, inclusive of the 
amount of Two Hundred Million Pe- 
sos (P200,000,000.00), deposited 
in the name and account of the Erap 
Muslim Youth Foundation. 

2, The amount of One Hundred 
Eighty Nine Million Pesos 
(P189,000,000.00), inclusive of 
interests and income earned, de- 
posited in the Jose Velarde ac- 
count. 


Complicated case 

Tris a complicated case, and I doubt that 
an appellate tribunal will be able to come 
out with an instantaneous review. Mean- 
while, the Sandiganbayan has decided that 
Estrada, while awaiting finality of the ver- 
dict, may continue to stay in his rest house 
in Tanay, Rizal. 

For the purpose of this piece, { shall limit 
myself to an explanation of the penalty 
which the Sandiganbayan saw fit to im- 
pose. Let me just quote the dispositive por- 
tion of the decision as read by the Sandi- 
ganbayan Clerk of Court and try to point 
out some of its implications. 

No matter how you look at it, the sen- 
tence is enough to make a grown man cry. 

It says: “Accordingly, accused former 
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From page At 
activists numbering between 300 
and 800 during the last six years of 
her administration, emerging cor- 
ruption scandals over government 
transactions, and the long-running 
Senate investigation on the revived 
“Hello Garci” tapes. 

Ms Arroyo has not made a clean 
breast of her administration's re- 
sponsibility for the unsolved death 
squad executions, for which South 
American dictators, such as Gen. 
Augusto Pinochet of Chile, were put 
ontrial. 

Estrada evaded removal from of- 
fice by impeachment because the 
Senate trial was aborted by the sup- 
pression of evidence. 

That evidence involved corrup- 
tion charges that went on to devel- 
op into the plunder case filed after 
he was toppled by people power. 
The closure of the impeachment tri- 
al took on a new life in the repack- 
aged corruption case now brought 
to a conclusion by the Sandigan- 
bayan. 

Ms Arroyo has much to worry 
about and to answer for after 2010. 
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Air of crisis 

Estrada arrived at the Sandigan- 
bayan around 9 a.m. without the 
fawning entourage that flocked 
around him in his days of power, 
and without the howling mobs from 
the under classes of Metro Manila's 
teeming shantytowns laying siege 
to the court. 

Only the nervous riot police, 
some 6,000 of them put on high 
alert at the court premises and 
around Malacañang to quell any 
disturbances from Estrada's urban 
poor constituency, were the visible 
manifestation of an air of crisis for 
an unpopular administration inse- 
cure about its public support. The 
well-armed troops, ringed by ar- 
mored vehicles, oumumbered the 
thin ranks of protesters. 

Estrada was calm when Teresita 
Pabulayan, clerk of court of the 
Sandiganbayan Special Division, 
read the lengthy decision. 


NATIONWIDE 
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Great news to all GSIS active members and 
pensioners who still don’t have an eCard Plus. 


The GSIS will have special eCard Plus enroliment 
for two Saturdays, 


3. The real property consisting of 
a house and lot dubbed as the “Bo- 
racay Mansion” located at No. 100 
ith Street, New, Manila, Quezon 
City” 

Forfeitures are easily under- 
stood. 


Made less than a person 

But what does reclusion perpetua 
mean? 

It means imprisonment for at 
least thirty years, unless a person 
“by reason of his conduct or some 
other serious cause shall be consid- 
ered by the Chief Executive as wor- 
thy of pardon.” 

‘Moreover, in the case of Estrada, 
his years of confinement since his 
arrest in 2001 would be deducted 
from the thirty years. 

Over and above imprisonment, 
reclusion perpetua also carries with 
it the accessory penalties of 
interdiction” and “perpetual abso- 
Jute disqualification.” 

During the period of sentence, a 
person under civil interdiction is 
deprived “of the rights of parental 
authority, or guardianship, either as 
to the person or property of any 
ward, of marital authority, of the 
right to manage his property and of 
the right to dispose of such property 
by any act or any conveyance inter 
vivos.” 


When the clerk of court pro- 
nounced the word “guilty” after 
reading the dispositive portion of 
Criminal Case No. 26558, Estrada 
winced—the only emotion he be- 
trayed after hearing the verdict that 
sentenced him to life imprison- 
ment. 

“Tve always expected that this 
will happen,” Estrada said in a 
statement. “This court was created 
to convict me.” 


Not the first 

Estrada was not the first official 
to be convicted of the crime of plun- 
‘der that was established in 1991. 
The distinction belongs to Dominga 
Manalili, a Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue cashier, who was sentenced to 
two life terms after she was found 
guilty of diverting more than P260 
million in withholding tax pay- 
ments into two bank accounts from 
1996 to 1997. 

This penalty is nothing com- 
pared to the ruling on the Estrada 
case in which, apart from the life 
term sentence, the court ordered 
the forfeiture of P545,291,000 
worth of ill-gotten assets of the 
ousted leader, P189 million in de- 
posits in the Jose Velarde bank ac- 
count and his fabulous “Boracay 
Mansion” in New Manila, Quezon 
City. 

The decision underlined the 
landmark significance of the verdict 
when it said, the Estrada plunder 
case “is the first of its kind to be 
filed charging the highest official of 
the land . .. of the offense of plun- 
der” 

Tt also pointed out that the case 
“set historical and legal precedents” 
on a number of complex issues that 
‘were put to the court during the tri- 
al, including the constitutionality of 
the plunder law and the propriety 
of the house arrest of Estrada while 
standing trial. 


Sandiganbayan message 

‘After that trial run of the plunder 
law, the draconian arms of the law 
have caught up with the high and 


In effect, he is made less than a 
person. 

Perpetual absolute disqualifica- 
tion for public office means depri- 
vation of the public offices and em- 
ployment which the offender may 
have held even if conferred by pop- 
ular election, deprivation of the 
right to vote in any election for any 
popular office or to be elected to 
such office, loss of all rights to re- 
tirement pay or other pension for 
any office formerly held. 


Pardon 

Reclusion perpetua and the ac- 
cessory penalties that go with it 
may, of course, all be erased by an 
absolute pardon. 

But pardon may come only after 
final conviction. 

Incidentally, Estrada has already 
said that he will not accept pardon. 
It is worth noting, however, that on- 
ly conditional pardon requires ac- 
ceptance. 

‘An absolute pardon becomes ef- 
fective even if not accepted. 

The nation waited for more than 
six years for the Sandiganbayan to 
pronounce its verdict. It will have to 
wait a little longer for the Supreme 
Court's final verdict, 

‘And, of course, today’s decision 
may be reversed by the Supreme 
Court. 


Verdict serves as warning to GMA; 
she has much to worry about 


mighty in the Estrada plunder con- 
viction. 

The Sandiganbayan verdict 
seems to send the message that the 
law is not a dead letter but is a seri- 
ous exercise in enforcing the notion 
that public officials, not excluding 
the highest official of the land, 
could be held accountable for offi- 
cial acts involving enrichment in of- 
fice in breach of the ethic that a 
public office is a public trust. 

The verdict on Estrada delivered 
the warning that the courts of jus- 
tice are mandated to enforce this 
accountability and presidents after 
Estrada are forewarned that they 
cannot expect immunity from pros- 
ecution for corrupt practices involv- 
ing the wholesale looting of the na- 
tion's wealth through abuse of pow- 
er. 

The decision resolved the issue 
of the consequences of a verdict 
for political instability to the ad- 
ministration of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo if Estrada had been ac- 
quitted. 

Prior to the promulgation of the 
verdict, issues had been raised that 
with Estrada a free man, his return 
to politics would make him a rally- 
ing point for the opposition to make 
things difficult for Ms Arroyo. 

It was also argued that acquittal 
would have revived the legitimacy 
issue over Ms Arroyo's takeover in 
2001 through people power and 
would have encouraged Estrada 
supporters to press for his reinstate- 
ment to serve out his term cut short 
by Edsa II. Those issues have now 
become moot. 


Less threatening 

The question of unrest over a 
guilty verdict has become less 
threatening, as reaction from the 
streets has not been as turbulent 
as anticipated by the security 
forces. 

For now, Estrada has been side- 
lined. But the precedent of the 
plunder decision could catch up 
with Ms Arroyo. The law has a long 
arm, 
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Chavit feels vindicated, 
MJ forgiving, Atong sad 


By PDI staff 


ESTRADA BEST FRIEND TURNED-WHISTLE- 
blower, former locos Sur Gow Luis “Chavit” 
Singson, feels vindicated by the verdict. With 
business associates in one of his homes in 
Metro Manila, he watched the Sandigan- 
bayan’s promulgation of its decision on TV 
“As I have said, I came out just to tell the 
truth and I thank God I have been vindicated 


from Ilocos Sur—supposedly intended for 
Estrada—were allegedly funneled. 


Stern warning 

Singson said Estrada's case should serve 
as a stern waring to all Filipinos that 
“there is a working justice system” in the 
country. “[The case serves as a reminder 
that] nobody can escape from the arms of 
the law, even a former president.” 


[by the verdict],” Singson, the chief prosecu- “Don't blame me, blame your ‘lame’ EK Centres 
tion witness, told the bannen in a telephone lawyers, especially Rene Saguisag,” he said. LOOK CEA 
interview. He said he watched the proceed- Singson said the verdict would not be VE Gane 
ings on television with friends and business complete until Estrada landed behind bars Sec pt ae 
partners whom he declined to name. in Muntinlupa, “True justice is when he is Katie? Së 
“feel vindicated, but [also feel very sorry for treated like other criminals and not given GE 
those who suffered and sacrificed because of special privileges like living in a rest house oe 
the case,” Singson said, citing the murder ofhis in Tanay,” he said. With reports from Leon- andiaren 
longtime secretary, Marilyn Perez, who was cio Balbin Jr., Inquirer Northern Luzon; e juittal, O 
gunned down in Manila in December 2004. Gil C. Cabacungan Jr, Jocelyn R. Uy, Cyn- -quittal, 
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Charlie “Atong” Ang, a former Estrada thia D. Balana and Tina G. Santos 
gambling buddy who pleaded guilty to a 
lesser offense of indirect bribery in March, 
said he was saddened by the verdict. 

“In so many ways, he had been part of my 
life. But the plunder case had to reach an end- 
ing too,” Ang told the Ingure in Filipino when 
reached by phone yesterday. Ang was placed 
under a two-year probation three months ago 
by the Sandiganbayan's special division. 

He described Estrada as a strong man 
and he was sure that the ousted President 
‘would be able to overcome all his trials. “I 
heard he still has the chance to appeal the 
decision. We don't know, maybe he would 
win in his petition,” he added. 


Forgiveness 

Controversial businessman Mark "Mi" 
Jimenez, who was Estrada's adviser on Latin 
‘American affairs before they parted as enemies, 
yesterday said he had forgiven the ousted lead- 
er and expressed confidence that “something 
good” would await him in the end. 

“Tve asked for forgiveness from God and the 
people. How can I not grant forgiveness? Ive 
forgiven Erap and I hope he will also forgive 
me,” Jimenez told the Ingumer when asked to 
comment on the Sandiganbayan’s verdict. 

“Iwas once jailed. I know how it feels but 
all of these will be a blessing and a grace of 
God,” said Jimenez, who had spent almost 
two years in a US prison for illegal campaign 
contributions. “I know that in the end, when 
the dust has settled, all of these will turn into 
something good and beautiful.” 


Disappeared 

As to Estrada's other coaccused—Yolan- 
da Ricaforte, Jaime Dichaves, Alma Alfaro, 
Eleuterio Tan and Delia Rajas—they are ei- 
ther being hunted by authorities or have 
simply disappeared. 

‘The Federal Bureau of Investigation is still 
trying to locate Yolanda Ricaforte, Estrada's 
alleged personal auditor who kept track of 
collections from illegal gambling, according 
to the National Bureau of Investigation. 


Ricarforte, the wife of former Tourism A > 
Undersecretary Orestes Ricaforte, was be- Just textin the unique.code Tourthinside any 
lieved to have fled to the United States after SS. win this BOCAN 149 SUPERBIKE in 
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extradition, but the FBI has yet to find her” 
said NBI Interpol chief Claro de Castro Jr. 
“But they're continuously looking for her.” 
De Castro said the bureau had no new in- 
formation about Dichaves, Alfaro, Tan and 
Rajas. Dichaves was allegedly a member of 
Estrada’s “Midnight Cabinet” who claimed 
‘ownership of the Jose Velarde bank account 
for which the ousted President had signed. 
Tan, Alfaro and Rajas were reported to 
have opened the bank accounts into which 
the P130 million in tobacco tax kickbacks 


It’s all over ... 
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because they didn't have classes at Poveda,” gla: s Pene 
the lawyer said. The family later went to 
the nearby Sto. Domingo Church on Que- 
zon Avenue “to give thanks.” To join, register by texting MREG space<LAST NAME>/<FIRST NAME>/<DATE OF BIRTH IN 
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in the P4-billion plunder case. But he, togeth- Example: MTXT IS6S8GBB 
er with Jinggoy, was allowed by the court to 
post a P500,000 bail on Sept. 12, 2003, and 
" even managed to practice law. oi F: 7 

Serapio said he did not regret having FOR DETAILS, CALL: 895-9999 (GMA) - 1-800-10-895-9999 (Provincial) 
been associated with Estrada. 2007 « Draw D: 

‘While he was happy with the court’s deci- 
sion, he can’t be fully glad because of the 
decision on Estrada, he said. 

“I believe the prosecution’s presentation of 
evidence was not strong enough,” he said. 

“My family was solidly behind me,” he 


said. His wife Grace, an interior designer, S š ` 
cheeses overnment Warnin | 
their daughter didn’t have problems in z : 


school, he added. 
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Damocles' sword over my head,” he said. 


Serapio said he had no regular clients but 
was able to engage in corporate lawyering. O OH u r e a 
Just recently, he put up a law firm, Marcos, 
Ochoa, Sanchez and Tan, with his class- 


mates from the Ateneo Law School. 
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GUILTY OF PLUNDER ON 2 COUNTS 


From page Al 


‘The event was marked by irony, with 

Estrada the biggest fish to be convicted 
in the antigraft courthouse he himself 
inaugurated during his presidency on 
June 1, 1999. 

‘The building on Commonwealth Av- 
enue, Quezon City, displays his name 
on a marker “dedicating” the court- 
house “to the Filipino people in their 
fight against graft and corruption in 
the government.” 

It was a grim moment for the former 
cinema idol and political kingpin, who 
was impeached in November 2000 and 
driven out of Malacafiang by a people 
power uprising two months later. 

But the special division created to 
try him declared him innocent of per- 
jury, a lesser charge citing him for un- 
derreporting his assets in 1999. 

Tt also acquitted his son, Sen. Jing- 
goy Estrada, and his former legal coun- 
sel, Edward Serapio, who were also 
charged along with six others in the 
P4.billion plunder case. 

Estrada will stay “until further no- 
tice” at his vacation estate in Tanay, 
Rizal, his detention quarters since 
2004, according to an order issued in 
open court by Presiding Justice Teresi- 
ta Leonardo de Castro. 


‘Not once but twice” 

Ina statement issued shortly after 
the promulgation, Senator Estrada as- 
sailed the court for purportedly follow- 
ing Malacafiang's dictates. 

He said his father had suffered “a 
miscarriage of justice not once but 
twice,” referring to the latter’s aborted 
impeachment trial in 2001. 

“With due respect to our magistrates, 
Iam deeply convinced that our case 
was decided not on the basis of merits 

.. but to justify the unconstitutional 
and forcible removal of a sitting Presi- 
dent ... This verdict is intended to legit- 
imize the occupancy of an illegal tenant 
in Malacafiang,” the senator said. 

He predicted mass actions protesting 
the decision: “No doubt our people will 
receive this with moral outrage and dis- 
gust, knowing that it was a decision con- 
trived to avoid the anomalous situation 
where a legitimately elected President 
was charged and illegally removed, only 
to be subsequently exonerated.” 

He also said he was “appalled” that 
the verdict was supposedly leaked at 
Jeast a month before the promulgation. 


Gasps in courtroom 

The ousted President himself cor- 
rectly predicted the verdict on Mon- 
day, quoting “reliable sources.” 


ted 


FLASH OF ANGER: In a rare public display of temper, ex-President Estrada appears to be upset with something or other 


shortly before he boards his van to leave the Sandiganbayan following his guilty verdict. 


Despite the speculations preceding 
the promulgation, gasps were heard 
across the packed courtroom as the 
plunder verdict was read out by clerk 
of court Teresita Pabulayan. 

“So ordered,” Pabulayan said in con- 
clusion at 9:28 am., with the two 
Estradas and Serapio standing facing her 
atthe center aisle, where three chairs had 
been especially placed for them. 

Standing behind Estrada at the 
reading of the decision were two mem- 
bers of his defense team, father and 
son Jose and Jay Flaminiano 

When the reading was over, Estrada 
shook his head slightly and was the 
first to take his seat among the ac- 
cused. He coughed once, kept his head 
bowed for about two minutes, and 
then spoke in a whisper to Serapio. 


‘He’s ready’ 

Addressing the court, the elder 
Flaminiano asked for time on behalf of 
the other defense lawyers to “study our 
options” after going over the 212-page 
decision in the plunder case. 

As Flaminiano spoke, lead defense 
counsel Rene Saguisag rose to confer 
with Estrada. 


Saguisag subsequently told the 
court that his client had “absolutely no 
desire for special treatment” with re- 
gard to the terms of his imprisonment. 

“[fit means he moves to {the nation 
al penitentiary in] Muntinlupa today, 
he's ready, your honor,” Saguisag said. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ig- 
nacio rose and said something about 
the defense team being “at a loss.” He 
was cut short by Associate Justice 
Diosdado Peralta. 

Saguisag shot back at Villa-Ignaci 
letting out what was probably the only 
remark said in anger during the pro- 
ceedings. 


Silent weeping 

“Till the very end we have to put up 
with snide remarks. There shouldn't be 
a sore winner,” said Saguisag, who is 
himself known for acerbic language 
during hearings and who was once or- 
dered to leave the courtroom after a 
shouting match with a justice. 

De Castro intervened, saying: “Nev- 
er mind, never mind ... We started well 
and [hope we end well.” 

As he was being led out of the court- 
room, Estrada, eyes red, said: “Well, as 


AUGUSTOBACRUZ. 


we've expected [and said] before, this 
court was created to conviet me.” 

“I subjected myself to the rule of law, 
against the advice of my friends,” he said, 
adding that facing the charges at the 
Sandiganbayan was then deemed “the 
only venue” for him to maintain his inno- 
cence after his impeachment tial was cut 
short by a walkout by the prosecutors. 

“Ltook a gamble,” said the hugely pop- 
ular politician who had managed to turn 
his well-known penchant for wine, wom- 
enand gambling into a winning charm. 

[thought the rule of law would pre- 
vail over here. Thisisreally a kangaroo 
court. This is a political decision,” The 
Associated Press quoted him as saying. 

Behind Estrada, his wife, former Sen. 
Loi Ejercito, and their children Jinggoy 
and Jackie, began to shed tears. 

But it was a silent weeping, broken 
by agitated reporters shouting for a 
statement from the new convict. 


Open and shut 

The promulgation was like an 
open-and-shut case. 

Senator Estrada arrived at the court- 
room at around 9:05 a.m., accompanied 
by his wife Precy and brother Jude. 
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f IN THE KNOW 

1 THE ANTI-PLUNDER LAW (REPUB- 
lic Act No. 7080), as amended, de- 

| fines plunder as the direct or indirect 

| amassing by a public official of at 

| Teast P50 million in ill-gotten wealth 

‘through a combination or a series of 

| acts like: 
© misappropriating publicfunds ` 
© receiving kickbacks in connec- 
tion with a government contract 
e illegal disposition of govern- 
ment assets 
| e getting shares of stock, equity 

or a promise of tuture employment In 
a business undertaking 

establishing agricultural, Indus- 
trial or commercial monopolies 

œ implementing orders intended 
to benefit particular persons or spe- 
cial interests 

using his/her posttion to enrich 
him/herself at the expense of the Fil- 
ipino people 

The penalty for plunder Is reclu- 
slon perpetua (up to 40 years In jal) 
to death, according to the amended 
law. However, the death penalty was 
abolished last year. 

Once convicted of plunder, a public 
official loses all retirement and gratu- 
ity benefits 

The lil-gotten wealth, as wellasits ` 
“interests and other incomes and as- 
sets including the properties and | 
shares of stock derived from the de- | 
posit or investment thereof,” will also 
be forfeited to the State. out, + 
Bonabente, Inquirer Research | 


The ousted President walked in, 
eight minutes later with his wife Loi, 
Jackie and her husband Beaver Lopez, 
and San Juan Mayor JV Ejercito, his 
son by former actress Guia Gomez. 

‘Among Estrada's political allies in at- 
tendance were Mayors Jejomar Binay: 
of Makati, Alfredo Lim of Manila, Toby. 
Tiangco of Navotas, and Edward Hage- 
dorn of Puerto Princesa, and Represen- 
tatives Crispin Remulla of Cavite and 
Rufus Rodriguez of Cagayan de Oro. 

A smiling Estrada managed to work 
the gallery, pressing flesh, before the 
justices entered and had the session 
declared open. 

‘After leading the court’s traditional 
‘opening prayer, De Castro asked the de- 
fense panel ifit would like the verdict in, 
the plunder and perjury cases read in. 
full—a right accorded accused parties. 

Flaminiano replied that at Estrada’s! 
“request,” only the dispositive por- 
tion—or the final paragraphs contain 
ing the verdict ~may be read. 

“The acquittal in the perjury case was; 
read out first. Minutes later, Estrada. 
was declared guilty of plunder “be- 
yond reasonable doubt.” With are, 
port from Dona Paszibugan 


Hush blankets holding room for Estrada family 


From page Al 


The circle, all dressed in 
white polo barong, sat in a hud- 
dle at a table. Friends and rela- 
tives were seated on chairs ar- 


ranged against the walls, quiet- the promulgation. 
ly talking. S 
President Macapagal-Ar- Police chopper 


royo's half-sister, Cielo Macapa- 
gal-Salgado, wearing dark 
glasses, was among the down- 
cast assembly. 


Dead air 

Things came to a standstill 
when Estrada entered the 
room, with his ted-clad wife Loi 
Ejercito, daughter Jackie Lopez, 
and friend Sandra Cam leading 
the entourage that included his 
sons Jude Ejercito, Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada and San Juan Mayor JV 
Ejercito, and Manila Mayor Al- 
fredo Lim. (Cam was among the 
whistle-blowers who faced a 
Senate inquiry into the 
“jueteng” scandal involving the 
Arroyos in 2005.) 

Sen. Loren Legarda later ar- 
rived, greeting the former first 
lady and senator with a kiss. 

Atthe sight of Estrada and his 
weeping wife and daughter, 
some of the guests were also 
moved to tears. 

There was a minute or two of 
dead air, marked by muffled 
sobs at various intervals 

Estrada took a chair at the 
head table and gave his guests a 
despondent smile. 

It was Lim who spoke first, 
telling the ousted President that 
the Supreme Court was his only 
hope: “Sa Korte Suprema na 
lang ang pag-asa mo, pare.” 

“It doesn’t matter ... What is 
important is we have the people 
on our side,” Estrada said, and 
gave his daughter a consoling 
peck on the forehead. 

Engaging his guests in small 
talk before meeting with his 
lawyers, Estrada said his suspi- 
cion about the antigraft court's 

A 


him. 


Special Division being created 
to convict him had just been 
confirmed. 

He also noted the multitude 
of policemen deployed around 
the Sandiganbayan days before 


Just as abbreviated as the 
court proceedings was Estrada's 
trip back to his vacation estate 
in Tanay, Rizal. 

After the meeting with his 
lawyers, Estrada was airlifted to 
his estate in a police chopper, 
surprising the members of the 
media who had expected his po- 
lice escorts to take him back to 
Tanay the same way they had 
brought him to court—by land. 

Estrada left the courthouse at 
11:40 a.m. in a black Ford E- 
150 van, escorted by members 
of the Police Security and Pro- 
tection Office and the Special 
Action Force, and tailed by two 
ambulances and a number of 
media vehicles. 

His supporters, who had anx- 
iously awaited his convoy's de- 
parture, lined the sidewalk and 
filled a nearby footbridge, all 
seeking to catch a glimpse of 


The media vans tailing the 
high-speed convoy expected the 
lead vehicles to head straight to 
Tanay. But it turned left to the 
Batasan Complex. 

It took only a few minutes for 
Estrada's van to stop at its desti- 
nation—the helipad where two 
police choppers were waiting, 
their pilots suited for the flight. 

Loi Ejercito was seen alight- 
ing from the van. Estrada fol- 
lowed minutes later, close-in es- 
corts walking alongside, and 
police officers serving as a 
Shield. 

Still, the convict managed to 
air a message to the public. 

“My message to the Fil 
people is for [them] to pray for 
me and especially for our coun- 

À 


porters off. 


ipino 


try. Ipagdasal ninyo po ako, 
higit sa lahat ang ating bansa, 
he said, walking slowly, as po- 
lice tried in vain to head re- 


“What is important to me is 
the overwhelming acquittal by 
the people,” he added. 

Estrada was assisted into a 
chopper and seated in between 
two escorts. The chopper lifted 
off, following its twin that had 
flown seconds ahead. 

Within 10 to 15 minutes, 
Estrada was back in Tanay. 


‘They'll have their day’ 
On the phone, Loi Ejercito 
told the Inqunen thatthe family 


DEJECTED: Former Sen. Loi Ejercito with son Jude accommodates 
some questions from the media despite the big bad news in court. 
‘AUGUST DELACRUZ 


licmoney. 


she said, adding: 


have their day.” 


was saddened by the verdict. 
She assailed the court for its 
decision to pin down her hus- 
band for accepting “jueteng” 
money and for insider trading 
at Belle Resources Corp., saying 
both cases did not involve pub- 


“What is that? There were no 
public funds involved. If it was 
plunder, it should be at least 
malversation of public funds,” 


“Those at the top, they will 


Said JV Ejercito in a text mes- 
sage to reporters: “The Sandi- 
ganbayan had to convict Presi- 
dent Estrada to justify the pow- 


ing the Arroyo regime.” 


of the verdict. 


it,” he said. 


ing. 


over his father's fate. 


self. 


“If there is a person who 
should be equally guilty in the 
eyes of the Sandiganbayan, that 
must be Chavit Singson. Gloria 
(Ms Arroyo) is afraid of him; 
the justices believed in his testi- 
mony, even though his only 


er grab of 2001, thus legitimiz- 


“The mayor said the court's ac- 
quittal of his half-brother Jing- 
goy and his father’s former legal 
counsel Edward Serapio was an 
attempt to “soften” the impact 


“Our lives will move on. He 
will stay in Tanay. Bur if he gets 
sent to Muntinlupa, we will face 


Loi Ejercito said her husband 
was not surprised at the verdict. 
“We cannot get a fair judg- 
ment,” she quoted him as say- 


“I am proud of him,” she de- 
dared. “He faced [the trial] 
even though he had been of- 
fered to leave the country” 

The former first lady said it 
was a bittersweet verdict for 
their eldest son Jinggoy, who 
was relieved that he was acquit- 
ted of the charges but depressed 


She said the Ejercito-Estrada 
den would continue its vigil at 
the family residence on Polk 
Street in Greenhills, San Juan 

Mayor Ejercito said the clan 
would pray for his father’s next 
legal moves to be successful, 

Both he and Loi Ejercito ex- 
pressed gratitude to the Estrada 
supporters who stood by the ex- 


At the Senate, a grim-faced 
Jinggoy Estrada vented his 
anger on his father’s accuser, 
former Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis 
“Chavit” Singson, whom he de- 
scribed as the “most powerful” 
person in the Philippines, more 
powerful than Ms Arroyo her- 


piece of evidence is a ledger! 
Where is justice here?” the sen- 
ator said. ! 
He vehemently denied that: 
Singson had stood as godfather! 
at his wedding. J 
Jinggoy attended the Senate 
session yesterday afternoon de-’ 
spite being disheartened by the’ 
Sandiganbayan verdict earlier! 
inthe day. j 
He gamely faced his col! 
leagues and the media, saying: 
“Tm not concerned about my-! 
self. Pm concerned about my fa-' 
ther. He did nothing wrong; he? 
did not steal. The Sandigan-' 
bayan based its decision solely’ 
on the word of a corrupt offi-! 
cal.” i 
Jinggoy, who was soft-spoken’ 
and red-eyed throughout the in- 
terview with reporters, added: 
“It was a very bad decision.” 


Miriam’s advice 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santi- 
ago, a former Estrada ally who? 
is now a staunch defender of Ms 
Arroyo, sat beside Jinggoy du 
ing the media interview and lib- 
erally gave legal advice on his 
father’s options. ` 

She agreed with Jinggoy’ 
view that much of the plunder 
charge involved jueteng kick-! 
backs that, albeit illicit, were 


President for six years. not public funds, and that the 
S , prosecution was not able to! 
‘More powerful than GMA’ prove that the ex-President had! 


received at least P50 mil-! 
Jion—the minimum amount for! 
phunder—from tobacco excise 
taxes. 

“If they convicted my father 
because of jueteng, they should» 
have also convicted me. If they! 
acquitted me, they should have- 
also acquitted him. Evidence’ 
against me was weak, and so! 
was his,” Jinggoy said. ; 

He said this was not a case of 
sour grapes. “I am just express- 
ing my disappointment.” With: 
reports from Kristine L. Ale 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. i 
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8.2 quake triggers tsunami in Indonesia 


JAKARTA—A MASSIVE EARTH- 
quake hit Indonesia on Wednesday, 
triggering a tsunami in the town of 
Padang and warnings for much of 
the Indian Ocean region, meteoro- 
logical officials said. The tremor 
caused tall buildings to sway in a 
least four countries. 

‘The underwater quake had a mag- 
nitude of 8.2 and hit at about 6:10 
p.m., the US Geological Survey said. 

‘A wave of up to three meters was 
reported to have hit Padang about 20 
minutes after the quake, said Suhard- 
Jono, a senior official with Indonesia's 
meteorological agency, who goes by 
only one name. 

Several buildings were damaged 


Pamalakaya puts DA usec 
under fire over Jpepa deal 


the P125 million fer- 


By Amy Remo Once Jap 


factory ships are al- 
to fish 
waters, 
Pamalakaya said a 


FISHERFOLK Al- 
liance Pambansang 
Lakas ng Kilusang 
Mamamalakaya ng 
Pilipinas on 
Wednesday assailed 
Agriculture Under- 
secretary Segfredo 


lowed 
Philippine 


single vessel 
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unfortunate that Ser- 
rano still think that 
those who oppose 
Jpepa are leftists ob- 
sessed with their left- 
ist agenda,” Pamala- 
kaya national chair 
Fernando Hicap said 
ina statement. 

The word war be- 
tween Pamalakaya 
and Serrano was re- 
portedly sparked af- 
ter the group said 
Japan's P125 million 
fertilizer grant to the 
Philippines was used 
to soften the position 
of senators on the 
Japan-RP economic 


St Francis Sean 


pact. 
Pamalakaya said 
this would allow 


Japan's factory ships 
to fish for tuna in 
Philippine waters. 
Serrano mean- 
while said Jpepa pro- 
visions do not allow 
the entry of Japanese 
fishing vessels in 
Philippine waters. 
‘According to Pa- 
malakaya’s state- 
ment, these provi- 
sions pertain to the 
rules of Origin, under 
which plants, ani- 
mals or minerals ob- 
tained or originating 
from the Philippines, 
and exported to 
Japan or vice-versa, 
are given preferential 
tariff concessions. 
Pamalakaya said 
Article 28, for in- 


produce 50,000 met- 
ric tons of frozen tu- 
na a year equivalent 
to $242.5 million in 
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and at least one car showroom totally 
collapsed, according to the news por- 
tal detik.com, which said people were 
searching to see if anyone was inside. 

‘The quake was centered 105 kilo- 
meters southwest of Sumatra island 
ata depth of 15.6 km, the USGS said. 

‘The Pacific Tsunami Waring Cen- 
ter issued a tsunami warming for wide 
areas of the region. 

“Earthquakes of this size have the 
potential to generate a widespread 
destructive tsunami that can affect 
coastlines across the entire Indian 
‘Ocean Basin,” it said, warning that it 
could hit nearby countries within one 
tothree hours. 

Indonesia's meteorological agency 


anese Japanese commer- 
cial fishing company 
deploys four factory 
ships to fish in Philip- 
pine waters, the com- 
bined catch would be 
200,000 metric tons 
and the combined 
gross earnings would 
be $970 million or 


tilizer 
in 


could 


added. 


Japanese govern- 
ment had given to 
marginalized farm- 
ers and fishermen 
across the country” it 


lifted its alert more than two hours af- 
ter the quake, saying there was no 
longer a potential for a destructive 
wave. 

Panicked residents said many hous- 
es were destroyed and electricity and 
‘communication cut in Bengkulu, the 
Sumatran town closest to the epicen- 
ter, and that people were running 


stairwells in the Indonesian capital, Jakarta, 
600 km away. Some people in high-rises in 
neighboring Malaysia, Singapore and Thai 
land also felt the quake. 


` Fam Peter Eduard 
{Espen Siy 


from their houses in all directio: Green 
“We think our neighborhood is high deeg 


enough. God willing, if the water 
‘comes, it will not touch us here,” Wati 
Said told The Associated Press by mo- 
bile telephone. “We are all afraid.” 
‘The quake caused tall buildings to 
sway in at least four countries. 
Office workers streamed down the 
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Estrada’s fate lies in GMA hands 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE FATE OF FORMER PRESIDENT 
Joseph Estrada now lies in the hands of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo following 
the guilty verdict handed down by the 
Sandiganbayan. 

Although Estrada can still seek judi- 
cial relief, the ball is now in the Mala- 
cafiang court, 

The convicted leader, who turned 70 
on April 19, can be pardoned by Ms Ar- 
royo who has made it a policy to grant 
executive clemency to inmates 70 
years old and older, 

“Yes, why not?” said Presidential Le- 
gal Adviser Sergio Apostol, hinting that 
the possibility of a presidential pardon 
for Estrada was already being discussed 
in the highest echelons of power. 

Apostol, a former Regional Trial Court 
judge and one of the public prosecutors 
uring the aborted impeachment trial of 
Estrada in the Senate, told the INQUIRER 


that “this pardon is absolutely within the 
discretion of the 


pardon, or even a congressional 
amnesty, would be crucial since Estra- 
da continued to play a considerable 
political role in the life of the nation. 

“The reason that he’s popular is every- 
‘one knows that as a political leader, he 
wants the welfare of the majority of our 
people to be in front of us rather than 
just for our personal ends,” Ermita said. 

‘Two weeks ago, National Security 
Adviser Norberto Gonzales himself 
met with Estrada at the latter's vaca- 
tion estate in Tanay, Rizal, but Ms Ar- 
royo's emissary said it was just an “ex- 
change of views.” 

Gonzales said Ms Arroyo had not of- 
fered Estrada a pardon should the 
Sandiganbayan verdict be conviction. 

But the following week, Interior Sec- 
retary Ronaldo Puno admitted to re- 
porters that the grant of executive 
clemency was not far-fetched. 

Puno, newly appointed presidential 
political adviser, said: "T think that it’s no 
secret that the President right now is 


seeking a greater national reconciliation. 
So the more we are able to bring every- 
body together, the better for everybody.” 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago said 
that Estrada might have been misin- 
formed when he declared he would 
not accept any pardon because he 
‘would not admit to any crime. 

“President Estrada can accept President 
Arroyo's pardon without getting embar- 
assed because there is no clear case in the 
‘Supreme Court that if you accept demen- 
oh you also admit to committing a crime,” 
Santiago said. “I hope President Estrada 
will consider that carefully” 

Vice President Noli de Castro also fa- 
vored the grant of pardon to Estrada, 
saying this was necessary for national 
reconciliation to take place. 

“Pardon is not only good for former 
President Estrada but for the whole coun- 
try as well,” De Castro stressed. “We 
should not equate pardon with the admis- 
sion of guilt” With reports from Gil C. 
Cabacungan Jr. and Cynthia D. Balana 
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INQUIRER ARTIST'S sketch of the accused and their lawyers while the dispositive 
portion of the 212-page decision was being read by Clerk of Court Teresita 
Pabulayan. The Supreme Court allowed live TV-radio coverage via hookup with the 


court video but all other cameras were banned. mme 


President.” 

He did not elabo- 
rate, saying: “I cannot 
talk now. I'm still go- 
ing to Malacañang.” 

Apostol met with 
the Ms Arroyo hours 
after the Sandigan- 
bayan found Estra- 
da guilty of plunder. 

Apostol explained 
that a pardon, or the 
grant of executive 
clemency, was unlike 
an amnesty which 
required the “partici- 
pation of Congress.” 

Speaker Jose de 
Venecia said earlier 
that a pardon or 
amnesty for Estrada 
should be“a consen- 
sus of all.” 

Maintaining his 
innocence, Estrada, 
however, has said 
that he would not 
apply for pardon. 

Following ` e 
promulgation of his 
guilty verdict yes- 
terday, Estrada even 
accused the Arroyo 
administration of 
being “illegitimate” 
for “grabbing pow- 


As early as Nov. 17, 
2004, fresh from se- 
curing a six-year 
mandate, Ms Arroyo 
issued Memorandum 
Circular No. 155 
which states that itis 
her policy “to extend 
executive clemency to 
deserving elderly in- 
mates out of compas- 
sion and based on hu- 
‘manitarian grounds.” 

Legal observers 
have said that the 
memo was issued in 
anticipation of the 
guilty verdict in the 
plunder case. 

‘The power of the 
President to pardon 
prisoners is en- 
shrined in the Con- 
stitution. 

The President 
may grant executive 
clemency to prison- 
ers serving their sen- 
tences after final 
judgment, it says. 
Such power “may be 
bestowed from the 
private and gracious 
act of the President,” 

Besides commut- 
ing the death sen- 
tences of convicts to 
life in prison prior to 
the abolition of cap- 
ital punishment in 
June last year, Ms 
‘Arroyo can grant ex- 
ecutive clemency to 
inmates upon their 
reaching the age of 
70. 

The circular said 
there was a consid- 
erable number of in- 
mates who are 70 
years old and above, 

Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita 
has continued to play 
coy about Mala- 
cañang’s increasingly 
apparent intention to 
pardon Estrada in the 
event of a conviction. 

Ermita has repeat- 
edly told reporters 
that it is premature to 
talkabout any pardon 
ahead of conviction, 

But he himself ad- 
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PlunderWatch tells GMA: You’re next 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


AN ANTIGRAFT GROUP ‘THAT HELPED 
oust Joseph Estrada from the presidency in 
2001 and build the plunder case against him 
is now training its sights on his successor, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Estrada's conviction of a P4.097-billion 
plunder yesterday “should send a strong 
message to Gloria—she’s next,” Bayan Mu 


BUNDY CLOCK. japan 


+2 Color Printing 
+ Uses Standard 
Time Cards 


manao 


all tor FREE DEMO 
SYSTEMS 892-9073 to 77 


na Rep. Teodoro Casiño, one of the organiz 
ers of PhunderWatch, told the 1st tht 

“This is the immediate consequence. the 
logical conclusion. 

Carol Araullo, another 
chair of Bagong Alyansang 
said the group was so bent on nailing Ms 
Arroyo for “far worse cases of corruption 
that it would also go alter her alleged prop 
erties abroad 


+ Call Transtor 
+ Music On-Hold 
* Call Privacy 
Ween 


INFINITE Coll for Pret DEMO 
SYSTEMS 892-9073 to 77 


She's still enjoying 
should first get her out 
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Araull But 


PhinderWatch helped organize a series 
of protest actions that forced Estrada to 
step down during Edsa II in 2001. Shortly 
after Estrada's downfall, it resolved te 


watch over the plunder case filed against 
him in the Sandiganbayan: 

But quite uncharacteristically yesterday: 
PlunderWatch was nowhere near its jubila 
tion six years ago. Its leaders cited “post 
Estrada realities” that purportedly saw his 
constitutional successor betraying the spirit 
of Edsa I 

She is far more guilty than Estrada,” 
Casiño said in Filipino. "So if Estrada wa 
convicted, there's no reason why 
shouldn't be as well. 

Other militant groups, which also joined 
Edsa II, were just as convinced. 

Ironically, we ousted the last adminis 
tration because of corruption,” Akbayan 
Rep, Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel told the I 
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“VICTORY FOR 
JUSTICE” or so the 
“y” signs flashed by 
Presidential Legal 
Counsel Sergio 
Apostol would 
indicate. He said that 
legally the President 
can pardon but the 
convict must initiate 
the proceedings 
toward that end. 


global network of Premier Co 
e of them, you will be 


as quickly a 


pumin, “But the one that replaced it was 
even more corrupt and betrayed everything 
that we had fought for in Edsa.” 

Hontiveros said this belief explained why 
her group was zeroing in on cases like the 
$329-million National Broadband Network 
deal with China's ZTE Corp., the $460-mil- 
lion Cyber Education Program, and the 31 
agribusiness deals signed between China 
and the Philippines in January. 

‘Once she's out of office, we should sue 
her,” the lawmaker said, “But she's afraid of 
this prospect, that's why she's in the mode 

of survival and im- 
punity.” 


Selective justice 

The Kilusan para 
sa Pambansang 
Demokrasya said in 
a statement that 
since 2001, “the Ar- 
royo administration 
has committed and 
continues to commit 
crimes against the 


Filipino people 
where no court of 
her peers would 


dare convict her of.” 

While respecting 
the Sandigan- 
bayan’s decision on 
the Estrada case, the 
Black & White 
Movement said it 
“laments the selec- 
tive application of 
justice—expedient 
and with a heavy 
hand for those per- 
ceived to be ene- 
mies of the Arroyo 
regime, while slow 
and protective to- 
ward those allied 
with her” 

“The real test of 
the present justice 
system,” Partido ng 
Manggagawa said, 
“is not the end of 
Estrada's plunder 
case but the start of 
the trial of [Ms] Ar- 
royo for worse 
crimes.” 

In a statement, it 
said “closure may 
have been achieved 
with regard to Estra- 
da's case but the is- 
sue of [Ms] Arroyo's 
legitimacy remains 
unresolved.” 

The women’s al- 


liance Gabriela 
said it expected jus- 
tice to be also 


served “immediate- 
ly on the “crimes 
against the people 
committed” by Ms 
Arroyo, 


Focus now on GMA 

Casifio said Plun: 
derWatch had be- 
gun shifting its ef- 
forts from Estrada 
to Ms Arroyo as ear- 
ly as 2002. That 
time, he said the 
group had begun 
noticing indications 
that Estrada's trial 
would not be insu- 
lated from Mala- 
canang’s political 
interest, 

“The feeling was 
that Estrada had al: 
ready been made 
accountable and 
was, in fact, under 
detention and un- 
der trial,” he said. 

“We preferred to 
focus our antigraft 
effort on the incum- 
bent, especially be- 
cause the crimes of 
Arroyo were bigger 
than Estrada's.” 

Eventually, he 
said PlunderWatch 
was “elbowed out” 
by the prosecution 
team which, he not- 
ed, rejected its posi- 
tion of a swift trial 
isolated from any 
“political maneu- 
vers” ofthe adminis- 
tration. 

“We didn't want 


to play their game,” 
he saida, ¢ 
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He was Velarde 


ND SO IT HAS COME TO PASS. THE FIRST EX- 
LE to face a criminal trial has become the 
first ex-president to be convicted of a crime. 

Plunder, of course, is no ordinary crime; it involves the 
perfidious amassing of illegal and massive wealth by pub- 
lic officials, and is punishable by reclusion perpetua. Did 
Joseph Estrada ever imagine, when the 8th Congress he 

served in passed the landmark law cre- 

EDITORIAL ating and defining plunder in 1991, 

that in 10 years’ time he would face a 

plunder trial himself, and that in another six years he 
would be found guilty as charged? 

"The twists and turns of Estrada's plunder trial seemed at 
times like they came straight out of a movie. It is a movie, 
however, where the former actor plays villain, not hero. 

To be sure, there were—there are—other villains. Al- 
most right from the start, the Arroyo administration politi- 
cized the legal process that sought to hold Estrada to ac- 
count, Its allies in the House repeatedly tried to intervene 
with politically motivated resolutions, And what were po- 
litical smooth operators like Michael Defensor and Norber- 
to Gonzales doing when they repeatedly visited Estrada in 
his Tanay, Rizal rest house? Playing Scrabble? 

But Estrada and his lawyers have also tried their 
damnedestto taint the plunder trial as essentially political. 
One particular low point was reached early in the case, 
when Estrada fired his lawyers as a dramatic act of protest 
against the proceedings. Yesterday, he repeated, yet again, 
his defense lawyers’ inadequately researched claim that no 
one has yet been acquitted by any special court, anywhere 
in the world. (That’s a myth: In his own plunder case, of 
course, his son Jinggoy and his lawyer Edward Serapio 
were found innocent, because the prosecutors failed to 
prove their involvement beyond a reasonable doubt. At the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, 
to give an example from a special court created by the 
United Nations, top Bosnian general Sefer Halilovic was 
acquitted—an object lesson in the limits of the doctrine of 
‘command responsibility.) 

It is unfortunate that Estrada’s lawyers moved to dis- 
pense with the full reading of the Sandiganbayan deci- 
sions. A full reading would have been a sudden and brac- 
ing immersion in the details of the two cases (the other for 
perjury, where Estrada was acquitted), and would have 
served the public’s need to know (a need recognized by the 
Supreme Court). But we can understand the tactical rea- 
son for the lawyers’ motion: A full reading would have ar- 
gued the case for the decisions of the three Sandiganbayan 
justices; it would have marshaled, organized and present- 
ed the evidence against Estrada. 

For anyone seeking to politicize the trial and its results, 
that would have been an unnecessary complication. Better 
to simply rail against the results, instead of discussing the 
court’s reasoning. 

But the exhaustive decision, signed by Presiding Justice 
‘Teresita Leonardo-De Castro and Associate Justices Fran- 
cisco Villaruz Jr. and Diosdado Peralta, does make sense of 
the many sensational aspects of the Estrada case. It should 
be required reading. 

Consider the Sandiganbayan’s finding regarding Jose 
Velarde. “The Court finds that ... Estrada is the real and 
beneficial owner of EPCIB combo account C/A No. 0110- 
25495-4 and S/A No. 0160-62501-5 in the name of Jose 
Velarde. 

“The eyewitness account of prosecution witness Clarissa 
Ocampo that she saw ... Estrada signed [sic] the name Jose 
Velarde in the various documents presented to him and ex- 
plained to him was undisputed by ... Estrada and consti- 
tutes direct evidence that ... Estrada signed as Jose Ve- 
larde. 

“Another direct evidence that ... Estrada is Jose Velarde 
is the admission of ... Estrada that he signed as Jose Ve- 
larde in the documents presented to him by Clarissa 
Ocampo .... Such admission constitutes an admission that 
he and Jose Velarde are one and the same person .... Being 
an admission against interest, it is the best evidence .... no 
man would declare anything against himself unless such 
declaration was true.” 

‘in the end, the court found that, on two of the four 
counts of plunder, “Estrada took advantage of his official 
position, authority, relationship, connection and influence 
to unjustly enrich himself at the expense and to the dam- 
age and prejudice of the Filipino people and the Republic 
of the Philippines.” 

Finally, the big fish. 
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WATCHING THE SANDIGANBAYAN CONVICT 
former President Joseph Estrada reminded us 
d how constitutionalist scholar Joaquin 
Bernas, S.J., described the buffeting the jus- 
tices received: “Estrada and his lawyers...pro- 
ject every defeat of his motions as an act of in- 
justice... The judicial process is being painted 
‘as pure black... The fabric of government is 
‘weak enough. Another surrender to pressure 
will only serve to weaken it some more.” 

‘Wednesday's decision showed that Justices 
‘Teresita Leonardo de Castro, Diosdado Peralta 
and Francisco Villaruz Jr. didn't crumble. OF 
course, some will disagree with the rulings. "A 
mus pocos agrada la justicia en su propio casa,” 
my grandmother would say. Justice pleases few 
in their own house, 

By standing firm, the Sandiganbayan made 
this country safer for our grandchildren. 

‘The court ruling came when this column 
was almost complete. It deals with how the lat- 
est frenzy of dolling up miniscule, often stag- 
nant, towns as cities produced 131 of them, 

In 1991, there were already 60 cities, many 
of dubious viability, according to the National 
Statistical Coordination Board. There are more 
ahead. 

Cityhood aspirants failed to hurdle Republic 
‘Act 9009's basic yardstick: earnings of at least 
P100 million yearly. And despite the League of 
Cities’ opposition, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo allowed their charters to lapse into law. 
"Come December, we'll have a glut of 129 
cities,” this column predicted in February. 

‘That forecast bombed. There were already 
131 by end of June. From July onwards, more 
joined the club: Baybay (Leyte), Catbalogan 
(Samar), even Lamitan (Basilan). They simply 
wangled exemptions from Congress during an 
election year. None performed as “engines of 
growth,” like, say, Balamban, Cebu, where ship- 
Yards build ocean-going vessels for countries 
the world over. And this is only September, 

‘Multiplication of ill-prepared cities have 
“strained the national government's ability to 


1 HEARD IT FROM AN INDONESIAN FRIEND 
long before I saw it as a text joke about GMA. At 
one time during Suharto’s rule, my friend said, 
the dictator thought to liberalize things and so 
ordered that henceforth the media would be 
free to print or air whatever they liked. The edi- 
tor ofa newspaper got it into his head to believe 
this and ran a headline that screamed, “Suharto 
is a fool!” The state troopers forthwith arrested 
him and jailed him. At the end of his (short) tri- 
al, the judge gave him 20 years and two 
months. When he pressed the judge to tell him 
what the sentence was for, the judge replied: 
‘The two months are for subversion, and the 20 
years are for revealing state secrets!” 

Iremembered this after I read the other day 
that Presidential Legal Adviser Sergio Apostol 
and Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago were 
ganging up on Vidal Doble, determined to 
make his life a living hell. Apostol was threat- 
ening to throw the book at Doble for revealing 
military secrets, while Santiago was threaten- 
ing to blow up Doble’s credibility by delivering 
what in her mind was the ultimate refutation, 
a privilege speech entitled, “The Recanting 
‘Witness in Criminal Law.” 

1 wouldn't be surprised if Doble is haled to 
court and given 20 years and two 
‘months—two months for keeping the compa- 
ny of Panfilo Lacson, and 20 years for revealing 
the state secret that this is a government head- 
ed by a cheat and helped along by fools. 

But truly, this is such a surreal country the 
phrase “onli in da Pilipins” adds whole new di- 
mensions to tragicomedy. Where Apostol and 
Santiago get off imagining they are ina perfect 
position to destroy anybody's credibility, only 
they can say. Indeed, where Santiago gets off 
imagining she is such a dazzling light in law 
she can eclipse anybody's truth by blinding the 
‘world with the luminance of her mind, only 
she can say. 

If I recall right, Apostol was the fellow who 
distinguished himself in Erap’s impeachment 
trial by addressing the female guests there as 
“Madame, Wetness,” thereby making his eye 


finance such local government units,” the 
‘World Bank and the Asian Development Bank 
noted earlier, “The small size of LGUs prevents 
them from generating their own resources.” 

Do we have today 139 cities? Or 141? Who 
knows? In Cebu, the mayors of Bogo, Carcar 
and Naga hang out “city” shingles. This 
province now has nine cities, behind Negros 
Occidental’s 13. But who needs nine cities, let 
alone 13, in one freaking province? 

"The more critical question is, can these new 
cities deliver? “Cities, like dreams, are made of 
desires and fears," Italo Calvino wrote in “In- 
visible Cities.” And unless exemplary gover- 
nance, sound policies and broader citizen par- 
ticipation are ensured, “inequalities will deep- 
en between included and excluded.. 
daydreams and nightmares.” 

“Three C's undermine democracy and wors- 
en poverty” in cities, notes Worldwatch Insti- 
tute in its 2007 study, “Our Urban Future.” 
These are corruption, cronyism and clientil- 
ism, “When people need to bribe officials to get 
needed services, those who can least afford to 
bribe suffer the most.” 

Uncurbed violence is another constraint, 
‘Vigilantes in Cebu City, for example, salvaged 
1180 victims. None of these murders have been 
solved. The Commission on Human Rights has 
given up. “When (criminals) purchase com- 
plicity from the police for their illegal activi- 
ties, they can hold entire low-income neigh- 
borhoods hostage.” 

‘There is no single formula for creating live- 
able cities, But there are essential conditions 
for transformation: transparent governance, 
as demonstrated by Mayor Jesse Robredo in 
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mies quake, not with fear, but with mirth. Try as 
Tmight, I cannot recall him doing much else. 

And if I recall right, Santiago's greatest mo- 
ment there was also trying, as she proposes to do 
now to Doble, to destroy the credibility of a wit- 
ness. That wimess was Jasmin Banal, a young 
lawyer, who had quit her job ata law firm whose 
senior parner happened to be a presidential le- 
gal adviser at the same time. She joined another 
Jaw firm, one that ended up helping to prosecute 
Erap. Santiago sought to demolish Banal’s credi- 
bility by eliciting from her the “confession” that 
she was paid better in the job she left. Santiago 
argued that a lawyer who made that “unusual 
deviation from the usual career path, since you 
and I and all UP law graduates virtually pursue 
the same career path after graduation, (which is 
that) we try and get the highest salary we can 
get,” cannot possibly be believed. 

Raul Roco came to Banal’s rescue by show- 
ing that there was nothing unusual in a lawyer 
leaving a well-paying job for a low-paying one 
out of principle. Indeed, that wasn’t just per- 
fectly usual, that was imperative. That was 
what a lawyer swore to, above all one from UP: 
not to be blinded by money but to always 
choose the side of ethics, Rather than being an 
aberration, Banal was being the best a lawyer 
could be. Rather than being trash, Banal's 
word could be taken as gospel truth. 

‘Stung by this rebuke, Santiago turned her 
ire at the gallery and ordered three people 
thrown out for “eyeing me provocatively.” 

T can only hope you are not in the gallery 
when, after Santiago delivers her privilege 
speech, another senator characterizes a “recant- 
ing witness” as one who damns cheating in elec- 


Naga City; innovative infrastructure to con- 
serve the ecological systems that support life; 
careful land use; and bias for the poor, 

On newly printed city letterheads, officials 
now badger Malacañang for heftier internal 
revenue allotments. They're exercising the 
beggar option. “Begging is a decent form of 
stealing,” the Ilocano proverb says. 

Few of the new cities show interest in buttress- 
ing their local revenue base, whether by taxing 
{dle land or by cracking down on those who have 
welshed on accounting for massive cash ad- 
‘vances. The 2007 Commission on Audit reports 
document pervasive splurging in LGUs for hono- 
raria, travel seminars, food, entertainment, ete. 

Like Juan Tamad of Filipino folk tales, the 
new cities prefer waiting for IRA cash to drop 
on to their lap. Sweat is not for them. But IRA 
slabs for the new boys on the block will be 
dunned from IRAs of others, the League of 
Cities warns. Financially strapped Muslim 
provinces and fourth- and fifth-class towns will 
bear the brunt. This is a “beggar-your-neigh- 
bor” policy. 

Does panhandling stoke delusion? Beggar- 
mayors sketch grandiose visions of “industrial 
estates" and “cyberspace corridors” they'll 
Yer, their city shingles perch atop basically agri- 
cultural areas. Farms predominate. Few have 
sewers, piped water, adequate schools, etc. 

Boosting productivity of still agrarian con- 
stituencies would lay the foundation for eco- 
nomic growth, You'd think that priority would 
go for basics: clean water, sanitation, improved 
schools, protection of natural ecosystems. 
‘Above all, there should be provision for taxpay- 
ers to be heard in decisions that affect their 
lives. Some 1,200 cities worldwide ensure that 
their citizens participate in budget setting. 

But no. Each mendicant, atop a new shell 
city, postures like a Lee Kwan Yew presiding 
over a post-industrial metropolis rising on a cy- 
berspace highway. Indeed, “what fools these 
mortals be.” 
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tions but defends it later, one who defends Erap 
but damns him later, and one who vows undy- 
ingly loyalty to GMA but will probably die to 
disavow her later. You might be accused of eye- 
ing her provocatively, adding insult to injury. 

“At the very least, Lacson has a point about 
Santiago et al’s selective perception. There 
was another witness before who recanted his 
testimony, and government not only took it 
hook, line and sinker, it made it the corner- 
stone of its defense. Hell, government not only 
took it hook, line and sinker, it engineered the 
recanting in the first place. 

That witness was Udong Mahusay, Lacson's 
star witness in his case against Mike Arroyo, 
alias Jose Pidal. Mahusay was “rescued” by 
Michael Defensor from a captivity that included 
all the amenities of freedom, including the use 
ofa cell phone. A fact that bolsters Doble's con- 
tention his family was spirited away to make 
him recant—they're perfectly capable oft. Next 
thing you knew, Mahusay recanted, and no gov- 
ernment ally pointed out how contemptible a 
recanting wimess is held by criminal law, all of 
them showed how valuable a recanting witness 
is held by a criminal government. 

But far more than that, what absolute 
cheekiness fulminating against a recanting 
‘witness, or issuing any sigh or sound remotely 
related to the concept of witnessing, when an 
EO 464, a legal presumption struck down by 
the Supreme Court for the obscenity that itis, 
can actually be contemplated by a government 
pretending to defend democracy. Francisco 
Gudani and Alexander Balutan never recanted 
their testimony, they were never allowed to say 
it, Or they were punished severely for attempt 
ing it, courtesy of an insane law that says no 
public official may testify against GMA without 
GMAs consent, preferably in triplicate, What 
we need is not a privilege speech about the 
“Recanting Witness in Criminal Law,” what we 
need is a privilege speech about the “Gagged 
Witness In the Eyes of God and Country.” 

Delivering that won't just be a privilege, it 
will be a pleasure. 
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‘THE CONVICTION BY THE SANDIGANBAYAN OF 
Former President Joseph Estrada on plunder was 
generally received with relief, as indicated by the 
upsurge ofthe stock market and the strengthening 
of the peso. There are several reasons for this, One 
is that the litigation process dragged for nearly six 

now, and people felt the need for closure. To 
foe the conviction is not yet final, as his 
lawyers say they would file a motion for reconsid- 
eration with the graft court. And if that should be 
thrown out, the case could go up to the Supreme 
Court for final judgment. Nonetheless, yesterday's 
ruling was seen as a first step to a final resolution 
of this case, and except for the Erap fanatics, it was 
‘welcomed by the people. 

‘Moreover, the decision was calibrated by the 
graft court to show humane consideration, Estrada 
‘was convicted of plunder but acquitted on the per- 
jury charge, as were his son Sen. Jinggoy Estrada 
and his lawyer Edward Serapio. Moreover, he was 
allowed to return to his Tanay resthouse instead of 
being moved to the national penitentiary. 


With the initial conviction of Estrada, the 
question of pardon to be extended by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo has come up. But lawyers 
have pointed out that a presidential pardon may 
be granted only after conviction by final judg- 
ment (in this case, following an appeal to the 
Supreme Court), Muddling the issue is Estrada’s 
public statement that he would not ask for 
don as this would indicate that he is guilty, 
he is not. Many people, however, feel that his re- 
jection of pardon is just a public posture, and 
that if its is extended, he'd grab it as the chance 
to go home finally and spend the rest of his days 
‘with his family Pardon is favored by the people 
who feel that Estrada has suffered enough, 


Lawyer Raul Lambino, who sponsored people's 
initiative last year, has a different tack. On TV yes- 
terday, he suggested that an amnesty for Estrada be 
considered, following the Presidents proclamation 
last week offering amnesty to communist rebels, 
Lambino said that while in practice amnesty has 
been granted normally to political offenders, the 
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‘Constitution, under Art. VI Sec. 19, does not limit it 
to such offenses. The only stipulation is that it must 
be extended with "the concurrence of a majority of 
ali the Members of the Congress” Thus, he argued, 
amnesty could cover “common crimes” as 
plunder, although he added that such an interpreta- 
tion could be challenged in the Supreme Court. The 
problem, however, as I see i is that while pardon 
fefers to a specific crime by a specific offender, 
amnesty has a wider application and is therefore 
more difficult to define. 

Last Tuesday, I wrote about the son-in-law and 
mother-in-law tandem of Bobbit Suntay and De- 
ly Fernandez. After the death of Bobbit’s wife 
Jackie, who's Dely’s daughter, and Dely's hus- 

from cancer within 


catch up on the latest developments with regard 
tothe in a well-equipped library or via a 
lecture. It also helps those with limited funds to 
have access to donors. To raise funds for its ac- 
tivities and programs, Carewell relies largely on 
volunteers, who are mostly successful profes- 
sionals seeking to do their share for society. Call 
Carewell at 893-0041 and 751-0242 or Bobbit's 


cell, 0916-253-1523. 

Another group with which this column's read- 
ers are familiar is Inang Naulila sa Anak (INA). 
Founded by Gina de Venecia soon after the horri- 
ble death ina fire of her and Speaker Joe de Vene- 
dei 16-year-old daughter, KC, in December 
2004, INA's outreach program to grieving moth- 

the dedication of its 180 
as chair and president. Last 


Gina recalls that among the many thousands 
who showed up at KCs wake 
radio commentator Ali Sotto, whose son Miko died 
the year before in an accident, who comforted her 
the most because of the empathy she conveyed. Gi- 
na bonded with other grieving mothers such as 
Menchie Abalos and Irma Santiago and they decid- 
ed to put up INA, with child psychologist Honey 
Carandang as their adviser. Later they put up the 
INA Healing Center in a corner of the DSWD com- 
Se 
Speaker. Last Monday, fialac, $ 
certified grief counselor, who herself had lost a son, 
began training INA members as “grief mentors." 
‘The idea is for them to eventually go down to the 
barangay level, through a tie-up with local govem- 
‘ment units, and help mothers cope with 
calamities and disasters. 

‘Onur deRH radio program, Cecile Alvarez and 1 
chatted with INA members Bibi Lopez Yu and Precy 
Francisco-Meneses, who are both in the shoe indus- 
try. Bibi lost her 19-year-old son Xavier, an Arenean, 
in an accidental fall in 2005 while Precy lost her 
daughter Ma. Mae to aneurysm in 2004. Both 

ers said INA proved to be “a lifeline” for them, 
and the center tumed from a “place of grief to one 
of hope.” Interestingly, some spouses of INA moms 
are clamoring to form their own chapter, after see- 
ing how their wives channeled their overwhelming 
grief into loving care and concer for others. INA 
‘enter may be reached at 951-5288 or 951-7102 
and ask for Wella, the head social worker. 


Sing, ‘Fiat justitia ruat coelum’ 


INDEED, ONE CAN SAY, "NESSUN DORMA.” NO 
one sleeps as this benighted country awaits the 
rising of the sun and the day of judgment of for- 
mer President Joseph Estrada. 

In Puccini's last opera “Turandot,” no one sleeps 
as Calaf, the “Unknown Prince,” waits for Princess 
Turandor’s life-and-death answer to a riddle. 
Calaf’s fate hangs in the balance. 

Tam starting to write this piece on the eve of 
the Sandiganbayan's judgment on Estrada, ac- 
cused of plunder and several other crimes. I con- 
tinue writing tomorrow (yesterday, that is) after 
either his conviction or acquittal. (Now, as 1 con- 
tinue writing, he is being judged guilty of plun- 
der, but not of perjury, and is being sentenced to 
reclusion perpetua or 40 years in prison. It takes 
less than 30 minutes to read it all to him.) 

Out of the window goes the piece I had intend- 
ed to write. That is, my two cents on the great 
tenor of our time Luciano Pavarotti whose death 
last week was mourned by music lovers world- 
wide. I soaked the world’s grief and mine in his 
music in the past days, deriving comfort from the 
sacred arias, to the flirtatious and “brindisi” ones, 
to even the Hollywoodish “Yes, Giorgio”; from his 
vintage 1965 recording to his recent crossovers 
From opera to pop. 

‘Well, he got to sing ("Panis Angelicus") at his 
own funeral, didn’the? 

But it is the end of what has become Pavarott’s 
signature song from “Turandot” that will linger 
for all time. He soars and explodes in the end of 
“Nessun Dorma” with “vincero...vincero!™ fol- 
lowed by the blare of trumpets that heralds victo- 


y 

‘Whois the victor, who the vanquished? 

Estrada is no Calaf. The similarities end in their 
waiting in the night. But this plunder case in the 
trial of the century is indeed operatic in magni- 
tude and I can visualize and hear in my mind an 
opera chorus, like the chorus of the prisoners in 
Verdi's “Nabucco,” breaking mightily into song as 
judgment on Estrada is being rendered. I imagine 
the song to be “Fiat justitia ruat coelum.” Let jus- 
tice be done though the heavens fall. 
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So much for trying to mix and mesh on this day 
of days. 

My thoughts go back to May of 2001, after Estra- 
da had been arrested, handcuffed and brought to 
his prison cell. What happened was totally unex- 
pected. The throng of poor people who adulated 
Estrada went berserk. it stunned and jolted many, 
even those who had worked and immersed them- 
selves among the poor for most of their lives. 

‘They wept for the people and for themselves. 
Church workers, most of whom had accompanied 
the poorest of the poor for many years, shed tears 
while reflecting on the violence on Mendiola, 
where thousands of Estrada supporters went 
wild, destroyed property, and hurt and were hurt 
by those who stood in their way. 

“Where have we failed?” I remember the church 
‘workers who worke? among the poorest asking al- 
most in unison at «reflection session. “How have the 
poor come to his? Who led them there? Why 
couldn't they understand that their idol, Estrada, 
commited grave crime against them, the very poor 
people wh , put him in power? Where were we?” 

“Like sheep without a shepherd” was how a 
priest ¢escribed the throng that went on a ram- 
page.’ We looked at the thousands who massed up 
at the Edsa Shrine and dismissed them simply as a 
mob—unwashed, uncouth, uncultured—and saw 
and heard only their ravings and the threat to us 
‘peace-loving and educated” citizens. When this 
mob finally moved, we congratulated one another 
and said our judgment was deadly accurate.” 

But the priest used the biblical parable of the 
Good Shepherd to point out that many failed to 
see the so-called mob “as Jesus would have want- 


ed us to see them: as people who were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd." Be- 
‘cause the angry poor were not the enemy. 

A community organizer in poor Christian com- 
munities for two decades wept unashamedly and 
expressed his frustration. "Why, why?” he cried. 
“Have all our efforts gone to waste? I have 
poured out my life for the poor, and now this. 
Should I give up?” 

But it was different in a poor district in Malate 
and Paco in Manila where Good Shepherd nuns 
have lived for 20 years: No member of a Christian 
community inthe area went to the pro-Estrada ral- 
ly. When asked why, a woman answered that they 
knew Estrada had stolen and they did not want to 
side with evil. Seminars, reflections and prayer 
had brought them to this kind of conviction, she 
added. "We knew on Monday that the (Estrada fol- 
lowers’) takeover would not happen because God 
‘would not allow that,” the woman said 

A Franciscan nun sobbed as she recalled how 
relocated squatters with whom they had lived for 
seven years turned against them. “We lived side 
by side with them, lived the way they did, but 
they still thought Estrada was their savior," she 
said. "Kulang na lang palayasin nila kami (They 
did all but drive us away) and they blame us for 
Estrada's downfall.” 

“We should not give up,” a sobbing church 
worker said, “we have to be shepherds, not only 
to the poor, but also to one another. We need tobe 
more compassionate.” 

“The work will be hard and will take a long time, 
someone added. “We cannot leave and give up now. 
We have to examine ourselves and find new ways.” 

(Others expressed hope mixed with disappoint- 
ment. “This is a wake-up call," a church worker 
said. A wake-up call, indeed, for those who were 
asleep and those who were already awake. That 
was six years ago. 

Ke just been an hour since the judgment was 
read. Who knows what the aftermath would be 
this time. 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


Estrada’s ghost army 


‘THE HEAVENS WEPT FOR JOSEPH EJERCITO 
Estrada. Or maybe it was just the result of cloud- 
seeding operations by the Philippine Air Force. His 
partisans promised 5,000 protesters at the Sandi- 
ganbayan; apparently 500 turned up. The Palace 
and businessmen twitched and trembled, the 
mountains labored, and brought forth a mouse. 
‘The former president thundered it was a political 
decision. The whole thing had become political 
drama, However, as it turned out, the handing 
down of the Sandiganbayan’s decision was the 
non-event of the (admittedly very young) century. 

Adel Tamano said a vigorous debate among 
Estrada's legal team took place on the eve of the 
handing down of the verdict. Should the defen- 
dans ask for the entire decision to be read out, or 
should they settle for the cour’s reading of its ac- 
tual decisions? In the end, they decided to ask the 
court to dispense with reading the whole decision, 
and go directly to the dispositive portion instead. It 
seems the main reason was to spare the defen- 
dants the burden of enduring a process that could 
have taken hours. 

T can't help but suspect there was a more cun- 
ning reason, but I could be over-analyzing things. 
‘Asking the court to go straight to its verdict tied in 
neatly with what Estrada said before and after the 
fact—it was a kangaroo court, he said—and reduc- 
ing the procedure helped foster the impression 
that things were dispensed with in seemingly un- 
due haste. Allowing the court clerk to go on and 
‘on, enumerating the basis for the decision, might 
have given the impression to the faithful that the 
government had a formidable case. This, for the 
defendants purposes, would never do, of course. 

also can't help but think, on a pragmatic, po- 
litical level, that if Estrada wasn't just a prisoner, 
but someone holding political office, things 
might have been different. 

Ón Sept. 25, 2006 I wrote in this space that the 
Estrada trial was taking so long, that the former 
president should seize the bull by the horns, run 
for the Senate, and turn his candidacy into a ref- 


i | erendum on himself. My understanding is, he de- 
A 


THE Lone VIEW 
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cided to accept Alan Paguia's reasoning that to do 

so would be to abandon the theory that the con- 
stitutional clock stopped in 2001, and that he still 
remained president. And so, Estrada didn’t run 
for the Senate. Instead, he played godfather to 
the opposition, gloried in his successful endorse- 
ment of some candidates, and smiled as Luis 
“Chavit” Singson, his political nemesis, went 
down in humiliating defeat. 

‘Imagine, though, if Singson's inevitable defeat 
had been accompanied by Estrada's reelection to 
the Senate. He would have been armed with a 
mandate his successor has been hard-pressed to 
claim for herself. 

Still, despite the administration's efforts to 
tum the recent elections into a referendum on 
Estrada, it remained a referendum on the admin- 
istration. As such, not just the politicians but most 
everyone else paying attention to the campaign 
clearly saw that President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
hands were tied, because her unpopularity made 
her a liability to her national candidates. On the 
other hand, whether understated or overstated, 
Estrada proved he still had clout. His endorse- 
ment was valuable, he remained eminently more 
«likeable to the electorate than his successor, and 
most of all, he showed that he fully intended to 
remain a political force up to 2010, while his suc- 
cessor has to keep fending off issues that made his 
crimes look like small potatoes. 

Even if you assume, pele acs 
“moved on” long ago, either as the surveys have it 


(guilty or not, a huge majority of urbanites, at 
least, have forgiven Estrada) or simply because 


they don't care, the fact remains that Estrada hasa 
wider range of political options than his successor. 
The President, for one, will find little comfort in a 
conviction she clearly hoped wouldn't take place, 
if only because it stiffens the resolve of Estrada's 
supporters to subject her to the same thing. And 
with an appeal to the Supreme Court (which takes 
time) in the cards, the government still cannot 
seize the assets ordered taken away by the court. 
Estrada is still in the same exact place he's been for 
six years; he can let the appeal play out while be- 
ing courted by presidential candidates. 

‘On the other hand, the best Ms Arroyo can offer 
is not to stand in the way of her potential succes- 
ses oly oseas or ings. First, that 
st intends to stand in their way but is losing 
the ability to do so, as her administration's Achilles 
heel, the business community, has started getting 
antsy over the ZTE deal, a Marcosian arrangement 
‘which gives businessmen a sense of déjà vu. Sec- 
ond, that being a hindrance is different from being 
a boost, which is what many candidates seem to 
think an Estrada endorsement would be. 

Hence the contrast couldn't be greater between 
the supporters of Estrada, both the loyal and true 
and the more recent allies salivating over photo 
‘opportunities and possible endorsements in 2010, 
and the businessmen huddled in the Makati 
Shangri-La, listening to the govemor of the 
Bangko Sentral droning on, but gossiping among 
themselves about whether ZTE is a sign that the 
Presidents people are muscling in on their turf. 

‘And there lies the significance of the shortened 
proceedings at the Sandiganbayan: Estrada is 
Gown, but not out. His successor is holed up in the 
Palace, in a sort of collective mass hyste- 
ria obviously not felt by Estrada himself, and not 
even by most of the public. Estrada called for calm, 
‘an easy thing to do, since it seems he wasn't about 
"to risk engaging in a numbers game with an ad- 
ministration that has crowd control down to a sci- 
ence. He's a naughty man, after all, and it's cheap- 
ex, and more effective, to go, “Boo!” And watch the 
pariers set up on Mendiola brid 


W 


Home again 


AFTER A FIVEYEAR, DREAM-LIKE EXISTENCE IN THE 
Land of the Rising Sun, where poverty is a myth and safety is 
not a legend, I am back where I started, I am back in my 
beloved Philippines. — 

‘Not very many things have changed. True, my cousins 
who were tiny babies when I left now have girlfriends antl 
boyfriends. True, I have more wrinkles and I am a little ké 
ignorant about’ the 
world now. True, I 
have experienced a 
love that was won- 
derful and painful 
and excruciatingly 
beautiful, just like in 
the movies. The 
books I left have 
aged. The streets 
seem smaller and the 
buildings not so tall. 
Some things have changed, mostly superficially, but manf™ 
things have remained the same. 

‘didn’t want to see my friends during my first month bech 
in the Philippines. I thought I still had to recuperate from the 
trauma of being betrayed by the country to which I had given 
‘what little wisdom and energy I had. I didn't want to be bom, 
barded with questions like: What happened? What are you 
going to do now? Do you think you will be able to survive 
here? I didn't want to disappoint them. I didn’t want to ruin 
whatever dream they had about all of us being able to make 
itin the world. I didn't want them to think of me as a forerun 
‘ner. I didn't want them to see that I was back—with nothing 

But had to show myself eventually, not because I owed it 
to them (which I did), but because I needed them. I needed, 
my friends, 

‘After several text messages, my friends and I agreed to." 
meet at a mall. I was scared, to tell the truth. But when I saw ™ 
them, I felt nothing but security. Afterall, these were the peo 
ple I grew up with, and they were there for me again. We had ', 
dinner together and talked about the things we had missed. 
in each others lives. 

Back when we were in high school, we would imagine 
what we would all be like 10 years later. The 10 years later is 
here and now, and itis nothing like we ever imagined it to be 
‘Maybe that’s the real power of imagination: it can shrink you 
tothe size ofa pea. 

But so what? Here and now my friends and I are still to 
gether. So what if we all failed miserably in the last 10 years? 
We can fail some more, together. 

Now that they know I'm back, they come to my place every*i 
once in a while to bring dinner, to hang out with me at the 
rooftop of our building, looking at Metro Manila's lights and 
listening to its sounds. We share mornings on the same i 
rooftop, sipping coffee, waiting for the rain to fall. 1 would 
look at them and see that despite the newly relaxed hair, the 
slimmer figure, the makeup, they're still the same good peo- 
ple know. Good Filipino people. 

‘As much as I like spending time with my friends and living: 
in Manila, sometimes it becomes too expensive for my very 
meager budget. Then I seek refuge at my grandmother's 
place in Bulacan. 1 get deluxe service over there. I don't just 
get free food, I am actually asked what I want to eat so get 
food that I want to eat for free. There are no shopping malls. 
so I can’t spend even if I had the urge to or if boredom pushes 
‘me to do so. 

‘When I can't handle the silence anymore, 1 talk to my 
grandmother, She's the same grandmother who would sug A 
arcoat sermons with stories from her childhood. Sometimes L. 
‘want to record our conversations. I know that no matter how 
hard I try I wouldn't be able to talk to my grandchildren the 
same way she talks to me now, and I don’t want to deny them 
the pleasure of listening to her. 

T was away for five years. When I came back, I wasn't + 
shocked by how everything has changed, but by how every- 
thing remains almost the same. Our neighbors in Bulacan, 
still go to my grandmother when they need financial help.” 
‘When the river overflows, the walkway leading to our housé* * 
still gets flooded. Taxi drivers still cheat. Tricycle drivers sit" 
whistle when some sexy girl walks by. Street kids still follow» 
you all around with their palms up waiting for you to drop 
‘some change. (Of all people, they are the ones who know ,. 
that change rarely comes.) 

‘Change obviously has not come to this country. My nostrils’ 
should be flaring with anger that the government has not ` 
done anything to make the Philippines better, that the o 
zens are still struggling to be able to eat three full meal 
day. But how could I get mad when I myself, after having; 
been exposed to different cultures, meeting different people ; 
and experiencing life outside our islands, haven't changed, In 
much? My bank book has not grown fat. I have not become ' 
famous. I still haven't written the book I've been itching to"? 
write. I still am the same old me, more often lost than und" 

spent almost an hour sitting on a luggage cart, facing the 
conveyor for flight 431 from Narita, waiting for my luggage. A 
Ittook all my energy to hold back my tears. Í was so scared. „p| 

Now I realize I was scared for no reason at all. 1 was merely 
retuming to face the familiar: a county whose people don’ 
lose hope, who line up at agencies patiently and endure the inl 
difference of the agents just to be able to work abroad, what: 
‘now how to have fun with P20, who love their families, wharri 
pray, who are strong and who never give up. Having beep 
through so many catastrophes, Filipinos know the value of life, 
Constantly having to struggle financially, Filipinos know the 
value of money. After having been saved a thousand, if not A" 
million, times, Filipinos know the value of faith. "1 

Coming back reminded me of things 1 had forgotten about)! 
this nation and its people. No, I am not angry because every. 
thing's the same. I'm just glad that this is the home I will ak}. 
‘ways have to come back to. 


Younc BLoop N 
JR Eusebio > 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are theit’ 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. —Ed. 


TR Eusebio, 26, graduated from the University of the Philip- 
pines with a bachelor’s degree in journalism and is curren 
bumming around. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, ¥ 
‘course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- | 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously | 
published. 


THEY SAID 
Slap on the wrist 


“For an extraordinary swindler whose fraudulent acts 
during the 2004 and 2007 elections were committed 
with impunity the sentence is grossly insufficient and in- 
sulting,” i 
~ Akbayan Rep. Risa Hontiveros on the Commission on Elections” 
“eciston to penalize controversial Maguindanao election supervisor 
EE 
direct contempt | 
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PIB daily war budget an insult tEfTERS = Cebu’s special gift to civilization 
Bees WE FILIPINOS AND CEBUANOS ing and social cooperation and no- 


‘THE P1 BILLION THE GOVERN- 
thent is spending every day in the 
war against the Abu Sayyaf is a big 
insultto the ever-growing number 
of hungry people in the country- 
side and in urban poor communi- 
de, 

‘And you don’t have to be a 
mathematician or a statistician to 
interpret the “score,” given by the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines it- 
self, to see that government forces 
are not winning this war despite 
their enormous advantage in 
number, training, firepower, logis- 


can afford to launch a war that 
costs a billion pesos a day—not to 
mention the harm it causes to the 
environment, peoples’ emotions 
and psyche, and other direct and 
indirect damage worth billions of 
pesos—a war that, history would 
tell, makes us all losers, then, why 
cant it launch the same amount to 
wage war against poverty, unem- 
ployment, landlessness, graft and 
corruption and other things that 
make our lives miserable like hell? 
1 believe that such a war is the 
surest way to win the hearts and 


tion to disprove them all by 
launching immediately an “all-out 
peace.” 1 challenge President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to spend P1 
billion a day not in a destructive 
war but in life-saving and life-giv- 
ing endeavors. All she needs is to 
align the longings of her heart 
with God's way of attaining peace. 

Lastly, if the government can 
spend huge amounts of intelli- 
gence funds in waging a war 
wherein transparency has no 
place, why not draw from the 
same intelligence funds in pro- 


‘Arroyo 


els, 


tics, ete. minds of the people. moting an all-out peace wherein 

T think it's high time for this gov- There is so much speculation every single peso can be account- 
emment to think and rethink its about the hidden agenda behind ed for? eee ee 
Approach in addressing this peren- the war against the Abu Sayyaf. I —GERALD L. GUTIERREZ, O. Carm., 


Kial problem. If the government challenge the Arroyo administra- gfgutz@gmail.com 


Beyond boom-and-bust: It’s an economic boomerang 


SHALLOW COMMENTS COME 
from shallow minds. ("OFWs are 
proof of economic boom—De Cas- 
tro,” Inquirer, 9/2/07) Take the 
data or statistics off because shal- 
low minds cannot make use of 
them. When comments come from 
ahigh official of the national gov- 
ament, we expect them to be 


boomerang” from the monumental 
corrupt practices of those in power, 
which has impoverished the citizen- 
o Why are so many Filipinos 
tagged here as lacking in qualifica- 
tions and skills (meaning unem- 
ployable) able to find employment 
in other countries? 

It is not about the lack of skills 


why are there so many fathers and 


nessmen and would-be en- 
‘repreneurs investing their money 
in other countries? Why are there 
so many Filipinos wanting to leave 
the country and wishing to live in 
other countries? 


Disturbing photo 


‘THE PHOTO ON PAGE A10 OF 
the Ingumen's Aug. 31 issue, show- 
ing the heads of the three major 
services of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines, as well as the head of 
the Philippine National Police, 
seeing off President Macapagal- 


Malaysia, is disturbing at two lev- 


Tt suggests that these four men 
are simply lackeys of the President 
instead of persons in responsible 
positions. Does protocol demand 
their presence on such a routine 


Worse, it suggests that the PNP 
is still part of the military estab- 
lishment, despite the fact that its 
own website describes it as “civil 
ian in character,” as envisioned by 
the Constitution. This character is 
not very evident when you come 
across police dressed as soldiers or 
using tanks, as they did some 
months ago in Iloilo City. 

‘The Catholic Church too might 
take note of the fact that the PNP is 
a civilian body. Why are its Catholic 
members and their families still 


proud. 


broadcast 
recognition, 


media, 


she headed for 


acts of perversion. 


to change 


have every good reason to be 


Avery interesting and novel ap- 
proach to the prison system was 
recently featured by the print and 

It deserves 


‘The prison system has been gen- 
erally used to deprive prisoners of 
freedom and to confine them to 
quarters that are congested and 
filthy, and that are fit for neither 
man nor beast. Not much has 
changed since man invented the 
prison system. Thus, the greatest 
enemies of a person in jail are bore- 
dom and hopelessness, This has 
led to the formation of murderous 
gangs inside jails, resulting in other 


The Cebu Provincial Detention 
and Rehabilitation Centers cre- 
ative, wholesome and very Filipino 
‘way of engaging prisoners in mass 
dancing exercises is a spark of ge- 
nius. Maybe, humanity is beginning 
for the better: If, in- 
deed, the way of treating prisoners 
is an indicator of a society's level of 
civilization, then the prisoners’ 
song-and-dance exercises show the 
Filipinos’ (and Cebuanos) more 
evolved sense of humanity. 


contact interaction, a restored 
sense of dignity and belonging to 
a society that cares. More impor- 
tant ofall, the exercises give them 
hope. 

‘As natives of Cebu now living in 
other parts of the Philippines and 
the world, we stand proud of what 
our fellow Cebuanos have done at 
the Cebu Provincial Detention and 
Rehabilitation Center. May this 
‘way of treating prisoners be an ex- 
ample and serve as Cebu's special 
gift to the rest of our beloved 
Philippines and to the world, civi- 
lization and mankind. 

We hope that the Department of 
the Interior and Local Govern- 
ment, Bureau of Jail Management, 
Philippine National Police, Com- 
mission on Human Rights, Nation- 
al Commission for Culture and the 
Arts, Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines, UN Commission on Human 
Rights, Asean Secretariat, Amnesty 
International and other appropri- 
ate government and non-govern- 
ment organizations take notice of 
this rare gift and example from Ce- 
bu and use it as a model. 

—GIYNDA BATHAN, AGUSTIN 
DIZON, BEBET GOZUN, 
PORTIA HORMACHUELOS, JOY 


highly educational, informative or qualifications, but the lack of The overseas Filipino workers under the pastoral jurisdiction of Not only do the songs and MARTINEZ ONOZAWA, 
and evidently true. job opportunities. Isthelackofjob are proofofa very pooreconomy. the “Military Ordinariate"? dances physically exercise the ANTONIO OPOSA JR., ROY 

Perhaps, the economic boom opportunities a manifestation of —LITO FERRER, —FR. SEAN COYLE, prisoners; they also give the de- PIMENTEL, 
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CEBU PACIFIC AIR.COM| 


The country's lowest 
year-round fares just got lower! 


It's the lowest Go Fares ever! Book your trip as early as you can 
and get the lowest Cebu Pacific airfare. It really pays to plan ahead. 


EECH 


Sale Period: September 9 to 13,2007 
Travel Period: November | to December 20,2007 
More than 100,000 seats available! 


Promo is non-refundable. 
* Manila-Legaspi (vy) travel period: September 21 to December 20, 2007 


SESS 


Eemeren 
më: FC 
BE un 


> i | 9 9 Manila - Kuala Lumpur 
t > l 999 Manila - Guangzhou, Macau, 
3 


SC 


Taipei or Xiamen NEW! 
Cebu - Hong Kong 
Manila - Hong Kong 


Davao - Hong Kong (via Cebu) 
Manila - Bangkok or Singapore 
Cebu -~ Singapore 


Manila - Shanghai NEW! 
Manila - Jakarta (non-stop) 
Davao - Singapore (via Cebu) 


P2,999 


Domestic fuel and insurance surcharges range from PHP 700 to PHP 1,150 
International fuel and insurance surcharges range from USD 20 to USD 44 


Consumers not represented in WESM board 


‘THIS IS IN REACTION TO THE NEWS ITEM, 
“PSALM demands collection of P9B from buy- 
ers” (InquiRER, 8/17/07) and to the three-page 
ad celebrating the Wholesale Electricity Spot 
Market's first anniversary. 

I remember President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
announcement assuring electricity consumers 
that WESM's commercial operations will intro- 
duce competition and, thus, bring down elec- 
tricity rates, True enough, in the first month of 
WESM's operations, the electricity rate traded 
atP2.78 per kWh. 

But when I looked at my Meralco August 
2006 bill, the generation charge was 
4.42/KWh, (Meralco says this is a pass-on 
charge only.) Why? 

Tn the succeeding months, WESM's electrici- 
ty rates belied President Arroyo's proud an- 
nouncement and her assurance that the Elec- 
tric Power Industry Reform Act (Epira) would 
bring down the cost of power. Six years after 
the passage of Epira, the Philippines has the 
highest electricity rates in Asia, toppling Japan 
from the top spot. Why? 

WEN three-page ad might have the an- 
swers, It shows that representatives from the 
Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Manage- 
ment Corp. (PSALM), Meralco, National Pow- 
er Corp., National Transmission Corp. and oth- 
er power utilities, sit in the board of directors 
of the Philippine Electricity Spot Market 
(PEMC), which runs WESM's operations, Iron- 
ically, these same companies are also players in 
WESM. The ad also shows that most of the 
members of the Rules Change Commitee 
‘come from the power utilities themselves. 


This complicated setup of market ópera- 
tions makes us, consumers totally captive and 
dependent on the decision of power distribu- 
tors, leaving us with no choice but to bear the 
high cost of electricity 

“This leads me to ask, did the representatives 
from the Semiconductors Association of the 
Philippines and the Institute of Integrated Elec- 
trical Engineers, who are members of the PEMC 
board, stand up to protect consumers from the 
findings of the Market Surveillance Committee, 
which accused PSALM of anti-market competi- 
tive behavior? How could the associations of 
semiconductors” and electrical engineers be 
the voice of the consumers in the PEMC board 
when they obviously have their own interests in 
the electricity industry? Yet, they are the only 
members of the PEMC board who are supposed 
to represent consumer interests. Sadly, we nev- 
er see them attend Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion hearings on the rate-increase petitions op- 
posed by ordinary consumers. 

‘The current composition of the PEMC board 
and WESM operations shows the utter lack of 
consumer protection from high electricity 
rates, Can consumers expect otherwise? Per- 
haps, with Energy Secretary Angelo Reyes as 
the new chair of the PEMC, we can now expect 
the appointment of new PEMC directors with 
track records in consumer vigilance in the 
power industry. 

—DR, BONIFACIO DAZO, 
president, 

Federation of Las Piñas Village Associations, 

Myrna Panlilio Street, BF Resort Village, 
‘Talon II, Las Piñas City 


Bishop wrong; Marines’ lives were not wasted 


IN THE NEWS ITEM “BISHOP RUES WASTE 
of lives in Basilan” (Inquinen, 8/20/07), it was 
reported that the bishop of Basilan saw the 
“Marines' lives [as] being wasted.” The INQUIR- 
ER subsequently came up with an editorial ti- 
tled “Wasted lives.” (Inguinen, 8/14/07) 

Let me first extend our sincerest condo- 
ences to the families of the soldiers and offi- 
cers, including the helicopter pilot, who made 
the ultimate sacrifice, as men of arms, in de- 
fense of the country's people, territory and na- 
tional interests. 

When a Filipino citizen takes his oath as a 
soldier of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, 
he voluntarily and willingly places his life on 
the line in the noble and honorable profession 
of protecting the lives of the citizens, ensuring 
the integrity of the country and defending the 
interests of the nation, With this mandate, is a 
soldiers life ever wasted? 

‘The heroic Marines could be compared to a 
group of very young men from the towns of the 
province of Bulacan who joined the revolution 
against Spain. The young men, teenagers or in 
their early 20s, became the soldiers of the 
Brigada Del Pilar. Their leader was a young Fil- 
ipino, not yet 24 years old, who was the 
youngest general in the revolutionary 
‘Army—Gen. Gregorio del Pilar 

Brigada Del Pilar fought in several battles in 
Luzon, ending up in the Battle of Tirad Pass in 
Ilocos. Sixty of its soldiers fought to block the 
advancing American soldiers pursuing the 


president of the first Philippine Republic, Gen. 
Emilio Aguinaldo. Only eight soldiers survived 
the onslaught. The young general, who led by 
example, died with his men in the perfor- 
mance of his sworn duties as a soldier and a 
gentleman of the Philippine army. 

‘Were the lives of General Del Pilar and the 
heroic soldiers of the Brigada Del Pilar in the 
battle of 1899 against the colonialists wasted? 
Were the lives of the officers and men of the 
Marine Corps in the war on terrorists in 2007 
wasted? The succeeding generations of Fil- 
ipinos who benefited ftom the sacrifices of the 
Filipino soldiers will definitely dispute this 
“wasteful” view of the bishop of Basilan. 

Was the life of a parish priest of Basilan who 
was kidnapped and executed by the terrorists 
wasted? As rational beings, we do understand 
and comprehend that death is part of the pro- 
cess of natural life and, as Christians, we were 
educated and trained by the bishop and his 
brethren to believe in eternal life. The soldiers, 
like Basilan’s parish priest, attained an honor- 
able death because they were all called to the 
eternal residence of the Lord when they per- 
formed their sworn duties to God, their coun- 
try and their people. S 

God bless the soldiers of the Filipino people. 

DING WENCESLAO JR., 

chair, Advocacy Committee, 
Philippine Jaycee Senate, 

2/F Jaycees Bldg., 

14Don Alejandrino Roces Ave., QC 
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It's time’ everyone flies. 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sug- 
gestions about the treatment of news and pho- 
tos by the Inquirer, you may write to the Read- 
ers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 
897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 


cate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such information is 
supplied. 


Something exclusive is coming your way in Inquirer Sunday Lifestyle. 


Döntmiss the September 16 issue of the Inquirer. 
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rola Panel formed to probe rampant 


in Batangas 


"Droe" smuggling of cars in Cebu port 


CALAMBA CITY—AN OFFICIAL 
of the country’s biggest electric By Jolene R. Bulambot alleged smuggling activities. 
cooperative on Tuesday accused Inquirer Visayas “We would be conducting a pa- 
the Department of Justice (DOJ) per trail but we are happy that the 
of meddling with the criminal CEBU CITY—THE OF- PA e lbatinears 
cas filed against eight e d he said the documents sul 
aie me oficias who were fice of the Visayas Om- j mitted by concerned individuals 
removed from office for approv- budsman has created a 7 E D ae 
ing an allegedly anomalous P75- i i a B ? would help their inquiry into the, 
million computerization project. panel to investigate re alleged rampant car smuggling. 
Marilyn Caguimbal, general ports that Cebu has be- Apostol said they would ask the- 
manager of Batangas II Electrice come the prime destina- à Bureau of Customs and the LTO. 
Cooperative II (Batelec I), said | to shed lighton the allegations. 
their member-consumers were tion of smuggled Cars. Customs Commissioner Na- 
alarmed by the sudden decision _ Deputy Ombudsman for the à poleon Morales welcomed the. 
ofthe DOJ to take over the cases Visayas Pelagio Apostol last Ombudsman's probe saying it 
they filed at the National Electri- Thursday ordered the investiga- A would be best if an independent 
fication Administration (NEA). tion based on the complaint agency conducted an inquiry 
The charges for gross misman- raised by the Cebu Auto Dealers d rather than his office so that no 
agement and corruption against Association (Cada). j. accusation of whitewash would 
the eight members of the board Cada said the smuggling of i € be raised after the investigation. 
of directors stemmed from the imported vehicles thrived in Ce- i ` Cebu Customs district collec- 
supposed irregularities in the buand has done harm to the lo- tor Ricardo Belmonte, however, 
awarding of the multimillion-pe- Cal automotive industry for the y e 5 $ said it would be impossible for 
so computerization project toa Past several years, S FS p à 25,000 cars to slip through the 
nine-day old company, Lech Cada also wrote to Finance Sec- d Sr Cebu International Port since 
‘Technologies Inc. (I-solv), witha retary Margarito Teves asking him OG See, 2 Z the CIP is equipped with sophis- 
paid up capital of only P62,500. t0 investigate its suspicion that ticated X-ray scanner machines 
smuggled cars believed to have 5 7 3 capable of detecting contra- 
Last act entered the country through its $ band inside the container vans. 
Ina statement sent to the Ingum- various international ports of entry ‘THE GOVERNMENT tried to make a spectacle out of the ceremonial destruction of smuggled cars in Belmonte said he received re- 
m, Caguimbel said Justice Secretary Were sold and registered in Cebu. Subic. (WRUON ports that some “auctioned vehi- 
Raul Gonzalez, who had gone on ‘The car dealers cited the dis- des” from free ports in the country 
leave because of his failing health, crepancy of records between Campi records showed that trations to 3,584 private cars and Santiago said that three assis- were shipped to Cebu as domestic 
issued a memorandum instructing the Chamber of the Automotive last year, there were 1,686 cars 21,637 utility and sports vehicles. tant graft investigators would cargo. The BOC has no jurisdiction 
the city prosecutors of Lipa and Manufacturers in the Philip- and 3,274 utility and sports ve- Visayas Ombudsman Direc- conduct the confidential inquiry. over domestic cargo, he said 
"Tanauan in Batangas to hand over pines Inc. (Campi) on vehicles icles sold by legitimate car tor Virginia Palanca Santiago, She admitted that the inquiry Belmonte said he had direct- 
the cases to the DOJs state prosecu- that were sold in 2006 and the dealers in Central Visayas. head of the fact-finding investi- would be challenging because ed the customs police and the 
tors “for no apparent reason.” number of vehicle registrations But Land ‘Transportation Of- gation division, said the office they would start from scratch in Customs Intelligence and Inves- 
Caguimbel said aside from issued by the Land Transporta- fice-Central Visayas records in wasacting on the newspaper e- the absence ofa formal complaint tigation Service to look into Ca- 
the memorandum, Gonzalez al- tion Office over the same year. 2006 showed it had issued regis- ports of Cada's allegations. identifying the people behind the da's allegations. 
so issued Department Order 
713 designating state prosecu- e 
tors Florencio de la Cruz Jr and =a Board backs 3 
Nolibien Quiambao as acting pE S 


E 1 Z bills on new 


‘The justice secretary, she said, 
ordered the two to conduct pre- i 
EE A 71 tax breathers 
dicated estafa case filed by NEA i a 
against the eight board members. ; By Felipe V. Célino 
Gonzalez also signed Depart- i Inquirer Visayas 
ment Order 715 which named 4 by ei 
state prosecutors Phillip de la Cruz wha | 7 3 | ROXAS CITY—THE CAPIZ 
and Bernardo Parico as acting city x 4 ` provincial board approved a 
prosecutors of Tanauan City. resolution supporting three 
d Senate bills granting incentives 
Influence = ait to fixed income earners. 
Caguimbal said the order in- / fi A bill, authored by Sen. Mar 
structed the newly designated ` Roxas, sought the exemption of 
prosecutors to immediately re- minimum wage earners from 
view the falsification of public j paying income tax while anoth- 
documents case that member- er, filed by Sen. Juan Ponce En- 
consumers filed against the oust- rile, seeks additional exemp- 
ed directors of the electric co-op. tions for individual taxpayers. 
“All we know is that one of the Sen. Jinggoy Estrada authored 
respondents in the case is said to another bill that would grant 
be very influential with the justice unmarried women similar tax 
department and even the courts, exemptions as married wom- 
being a long-time media man cov- ku 
ering the justice and court beats in Provincial Board Member Es- 
Manila,” Caguimbal said. F teban Evan Contreras, who au- 
She was apparently referring ) s thored the resolution, said the 
to Reynaldo Panaligan, a re- e Roxas bill would ease the finan 
porter of Manila Bulletin cover- A cial burden of the country's 7 
ing the justice beat, who is > million workers earning mini- 
among those named respon- | DISTRACTION SINGGONZALESINQUIRERMINDANAG | mum wage or less. 
dents in the said criminal cases. | Aman stops by an appliance store on San Pedro Street in Davao City to watch proceedings of the Sandiganbayan during the promulgation Enrile’s bill seeks to increase 
Panaligan was the president | ofits guilty verdict on ousted President Joseph Estrada. Many in the city were going about their daily work as the verdict washanded down. | exemptions for single or sepa- 
of Batelec I's board of directors L = rated individual, from P20,000 
when the contested deal was to P32,000; for heads of fami- 
inked on April 15, 2004. -= H lies, P25,000 to P54,000; and 
SE on 2 SUSPECTS iN poll exec’s murder nabbed tema? rardan som 
were subsequently removed P32,000 to P64,000. 
from office on Oct. 5, 2005 after Estrada's bill proposed to in- 
the NEA found them guilty of MATI CITY, DAVAO ORIENTAL lieved that with thearrestofthe Corong said just 10 hours af- were able to escape during the crease exemptions for unmar- 
the charges filed against them. | —Two of the four suspects in two suspects, the assassination ter the killing of Alilian, the po- operation in Tagum. ried women with illegitimate or 
Aside from the questionable the murderin Lupon townofan of Governor Generoso town lice bagged two ofthe suspects. He also announced that the legally adopted children from 
computerization project, the ac- election officer on Monday had election officer Sulaiman Ali- He identified the suspectsasJef- police were following up at least P20,000 to P32,000. 
cused were also found guilty of been arrested, police an- lian is nearing its closure. frey Liop, 26, a resident of Tagum two angles in Alilian’s murder, These three bills could help 
rigging the bidding for the pur- nounced yesterday. Alilian was shot to death by City and Edwin Saldaga, who al- including business rivalry. cushion the impact of the high 
chase of 10 boom trucks worth Supt. Dionesio Corong, armed men aboard a Toyota legedly served as the driver of the Alilian was into small-scale cost ofliving and the deteriorat- 
P6.1 million. Marlon Ramos, spokesperson of the Davao Ori- Corolla car while he was in vehicle used by the gunmen. mininginLupon. Ferdinand ing purchasing power of the pe- 
Inquirer Southern Luzon ental police office, said they be. Lupon on Monday afternoon. He said two other suspects Zuasola, Inquirer Mindanao so, Contreras said. 


20,000 settlers face eviction in 2 Cavite towns 


TRECE MARTIRES CITY—MORE demolition, he said his adminis- tothe demolition,” Maliksisaid. date these areas. pooled its resources, including “Since last year, we have been 
than 20,000 individuals are ex- tration is keen on cleaning the Maliksi warned local officials He said the eviction will dis- manpower and equipment, to coordinating with the concerned: 
pected to be displaced as the whole province of informal set- who will uy to meddle with the place a total of 563 families finish theejectioninaweek. agencies regarding the demoli- 
provincial government of Cavite des, planned province-wide ejection from the four barangays of Das- Cabrera said they have also tion of squatters. We have also; 
starts the demolition of illegal The governor said he ap-  ofinformal settlers. mariñas and General Trias. sought the assistance of the sent letters to the affected fa 
structures and houses built within proved the final plan forthe de. “This campaign excuses no He said among those who Philippine National Police and lies since July,” Cabrera said. ` 
socalled danger zones in the molitionafterseveral actual site one. Local officials who will not will be ejected are 364 families the Department of Public Works Maliksi, however, admitted, 
towns of Dasmariñas and General surveys and consultations done conform with the law will have in Barangay Langkaan 1, Das- and Highways to ensure an or- there was no relocation plan for 
Trias on Thursday, Gov. Erineo "A- by the Task Force Against Pro- to face charges,” he said. mariñas and 199 families from derly and peaceful demolition of the displaced families as the law 
yong” Maliksion Wednesday said. fessional Squatters and Squat- He said the demolition is Barangays Metro South River- thehouses and establishments. stated that occupants of illegal 

Maliksi assured the families ting Syndicates. aimed at ensuring the safety of side, Little Forest and Santusan She likewise said the eviction structures built before March 
that the eviction will be done “A dialogue with the affected residents in communities found in General Trias. plan was approved by both the 28, 1992 are the only ones enti- 
“justly and humanely.” residents and a thorough in- along the wat” ...2ys and river- Alda Lou Cabrera, provincial Presidential Commission forthe tledforrelocation. Marlon 

Despite criticisms from urban spection of the affected areas banks who are exposed to dan- information officer, said the Urban Poor and the Commis- Ramos, Inquirer Southern Lu- 
Poot groups who opposed the were held several months prior ger whenever heavy rains iqun- provincial governmenty has sion on Human Rights, 4 zon i 


Sun? 


LS 


P 


INQUIRER southern Luzon 
Facilitating Mans 


By Niña Catherine Calleja 

Los Baños, Laguna 

AVING COME FROM A POOR 
village in Magsaysay, Occidental 
Mindoro, Antonio Oroza, a 
Mangyan-Hanunuo, knew that 
education among the Mangyan 
youth was sorely lacking. 


Now 36, Oroza, or “Dodong” as he is fondly 
called in his community, says the illiteracy is 


ACROSS THE NATION 


more pronounced during elections when can- 
didates house and feed them before voting day 
and lowlanders fill out the ballots for them. 

Lowland people would also derisively ex- 
claim, “Mangyan ka (You are a Mangyan),” 
whenever someone makes a mistake, he 
says. “I am hurt at how people treat us.” he 
said in Filipino. 

Oroza also saw how middlemen had 
duped Mangyan farmers in the pricing of 
their products, “Since most Mangyan farmers 
don't know how to read, write and count, one 
sack of banana, for example, would be sold at 
P10, instead of P30,” he said, 
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Since childhood, Dodong had promised 
himself that he would pursue higher education 
and eventually teach his people. In 1999, he 
finished a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural 
Education course and became faculty head ofa 
Mangyan high school in Occidental Mindoro. 

He is now on his third year as a scholar of 
Master of Science in Development Communi- 
cations at the University of the Philippines at 
Los Baños and is only completing his thesis—a 
research work that, he says, deals with the 
natural resource management of his tribe. 

Oroza is no ordinary student. From Grade 
1 to Grade 5, he had endured the nearly two- 
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an learning 


ANTONIO “Dodong” Oroza, 36, pursued 
higher education to teach fellow Mangyans. 
NA CATHERINE CALLEJA 


hour walk from their house in Sitio Emuk to 
the school in the town proper. 

He started going to school when he was 10 
years old. He was also tasked then with loo- 
king after his siblings when his parents were 
out in the farm. 

At first, he felt awkward mingling with 
other students because he could not speak 
Tagalog. For over six months, he just stayed 
outside the classroom. 

When his teacher sent his father a letter 
asking why his son was not attending classes, 
his father spanked him heavily and scolded 
him, Oroza recalls. “From then on, I 
promised him I would study hard.” 

In 1986, the Catholic Church, together 
with nongovernment organizations, con- 
cducted'a mission among the Mangyan peo- 
ple, which had programs on livelihood, 
hhealth and education. When Oroza was cho- 
Aen stliolaw he Was sent to the nearby town 
of San Jose to study. 

Oroza says that he graduated because he 
studied hard and refrained from vices com- 
mon in the town, such as smoking, drinking 
and gambling. 

“Some of my fellow Mangyan scholars 
were shocked with the culture in the low- 
land, Some of them stopped going to school 
and went back to our sitio,” he said. 


Paying back 

After his graduation from the Occidental 
Mindoro National College, Oroza worked as 
a community organizer for one year in Sitio 
Lagnas, a neighboring village. 

He became an agriculturist in town. “But, I 
felt uneasy with the work because I wanted 
to teach,” he said. 

A high school in Barangay Pornaga in 
Magsaysay, where most students are lowlan- 
ders, offered him a teaching job. “When I 
consulted one of the priests who had funded 
my schooling, he reminded me of my goal to 
study so I could return and help my tribe 
community,” Oroza says. 

He immediately applied for a teaching slot 
in the mountain and was accepted, 
he was asked to be one of the 
pioneer facilitators of the Paaralang Mang- 
yan na Angkop sa Kulturang Aalagaan (Pa- 
manaka), a provincial school for Mangyan 
students. 

Pamanaka aims to become independent and 
be supervised by the Mangyan community. 

‘The school calls its teachers “facilitators” to 
dismiss the notion that they are the only source 
of knowledge. It was founded in 1999 ata time 
when discrimination was a major hindrance to 
the learning of Mangyan students. 

“The school wants the facilitators to be well- 
trained so I took some masteral units in the Di- 
vine Word College in San Jose,” Oroza says. 

Because he is one of those who can under- 
stand the situation of the indigenous people, 
the Legal Assistance Center for Indigenous Fil- 
ipinos (Panlipi) offered Oroza a scholarship 
under the Isang Bagsak Southeast Asia, a pro- 
ject being implemented by the UPLB College of 
Development Communication and the Panlipi. 

‘He was also given consent by the Pasaka- 
mi, an alliance of all the Mangyan tribes in 
Occidental Mindoro. 

Oroza says the subjects were not difficult 
to learn but found it hard to engage in discus- 
sions with his foreign classmates from Thai- 
and, Viemam, Congo and Cambodia. “We 
speak in English in class, Sometimes I cannot 
filly express my ideas,” he said. 

What he did wasto note down the words 
he had encountered and looked them up in 
the dictionary or the Internet. 

He says his subjects would be very helpful 
in his tribe, "I plan to do many things in my 
‘community when Igo back like put up a radio 
program and a newspaper that would tackle 
the issues of the indigenous people.” 
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Filipinos glued to TV sets for 20 minutes 


PEOPLE ACROSS THE COUN- 
try, be they at home or places of 
work, were glued yesterday to 
television sets, watching Ge 
Sandiganbayan hand down its 
verdict on the plunder, corruption 
and perjury charges against de- 
posed President Joseph Estrada. 

‘When it was all over, the coun- 
try was as divided as before. 

Estrada's supporters and sym- 
pathizers assailed the verdict on 
the plunder case as a political 
move. Others hailed the decision 
as the triumph of justice, which 
should serve as a warning to peo- 
ple holding public office. 

But to a number of Filipinos, 
the antigraft court's decision 
didn’t matter to them at all be- 
cause they said they would re- 
main poor and would struggle 
every day to make ends meet. 


LUZON 

Marlon Garcia, construction 
worker, Baguio City I agree with 
the court’s decision that Erap 
(Estrada) is guilty. However, I be- 
lieve that politics played a part in 
influencing the decision of Sandi- 
ganbayan and the sad thing is pol- 
itis in our country is dirty. 

Rodel Fontanilla, security 
guard, Tarlac City. The verdict on 
plunder is unjust. Estrada did not 
steal money from government. 
He received money from jueteng. 
Rallies will surely follow. 

Boyet Anunciacion, jeepney 
driver, Mabalacat, Pampanga. 1 
don't really care about that Erap 
case. I would rather work to feed 
my family. What I know is we will 
remain poor and continue to 
struggle hard every day just to 
make ends meet whether Erap is 
found guilty or not. 

Erlinda Mesina, university li- 
brarian, Tarlac City Its a fair and 
good decision. The evidence of 
Estrada's guilt was visible. Where 
did he get his wealth when he was 
a mayor and an actor except from 
the public coffers? Ourleaders will 
behave because of the verdict. 

Marissa Garcia, housewife, 
Daraga, Albay. I expected Erap to 
be handed the guilty verdict. 
GMA is powerful and smart and 
she can fix that. Erap is bopol 
(dumb) that's why he is punished 
for what he did. 

Pedrito Salazar, editor-pub- 
lisher of Nueva Ecija weekly Ang 
Dahong Palay The Sandigan- 
bayan erred in finding Estrada 
guilty of plunder. In the first place, 
the big amounts of money in- 
volved in his four plunder cases 
were not taken from government 
coffers but mostly from alleged 
protection money from illegal 
gambling (jueteng). He could 
have been guilty only of a lesser 
offense. Politics could have played 
a bigger weight in the decision. 

Anthony Dee, businessman, 
Pampanga. Why should it be E- 


rap? What happened to [the al- 
kent irregularities involving] 
Jocjoc Bolante, Hello Garci, ZTE, 
NorthRail, Nani Perez, Expo, 
Megadike, Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex- 
pressway and other govemment 
officials [accused of corruption]? 

Oscar Evangelista, retired UP 
professor, Puerto Princesa City 
The rule of law prevails. Past 
hearings showed evidence of 
guilt. Popular sympathy in his fa- 
vor notwithstanding, he has to be 
punished. But I also think he 
should be pardoned later 

Belinda Parugrog, chair of the 
Nueva Ecija Federation of Dairy 
Carabao Cooperatives. We are 
very, very sad. He is our idol be- 
‘cause he helped us poor people 
get a better life through his pro- 
gram of improving the breed of 
carabaos for dairy purposes. We 
believe that he did not steal peo- 
See money. We lost a father who 
really cares for us. 

Erlinda Ramiro, Ilocos Norte 
population officer He should 
have been acquitted because he 
has been detained for along time. 
The humiliation that came with 
hisdetention is more than enough 
to pay for his crime. Now that he 
is convicted, Filipinos will again 
suffer because protest rallies will 
be staged while the curse of this 
administration persists. H 

Rey Muñoz, tricycle driver, 
City of San Fernando, Pampanga. 
‘The verdict was not just because 
there were not enough evidence 
and the money involved came 
from jueteng, not public funds. 
We're in for worse times because 
the Arroyo administration has 
many corrupt officials. 

Francisco Manlangit, Baran- 
gay chai, Hawan Ilaya, Virac, 
Catanduanes. Tm not satisfied 
with the decision. He helped so 
many people. 

June Joson, history professor, 
Guiguinto, Bulacan. It was ex- 
pected that Erap would be found 
guilty It would be difficult to re- 
verse the Supreme Court decision 
that upheld the legitimacy of 
GMA (President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo). Ifthe verdict was not guilty, 
we would have a constitutional 
crisis. 

Jovie Punzalan, Catholic nun, 
Malolos City. It's a good and just 
decision. Just one good example 
to prove to the nation that justice 
isimpartial. 

Ruben Perez, construction 
worker, Baguio City: I just hope 
that this will not lead to any upris- 
ing again. We have to move on be- 
cause we are still poor even if Er- 
ap was convicted. I still hope that 
he will tell the truth. 

Cielo Macapagal-Salgado, Ms 
Arroyo's half-sister. I was so sad- 
dened by the guilty verdict on 
Estrada's plunder case because I 
believed he was innocent. Ive 
been praying hard for President 


Erap's acquittal but I have com- 
plete trust in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. T was moved to tears like 
therest. 

Pampanga Gov Eddie 
Panlilio, a Catholic priest. This is 
a test case of Philippine justice. All 
of us Filipinos must go by the lave 
Nobody is above the law. Let us 
draw lessons, if not inspiration, 
from the cases of former president 
Estrada. I's a lesson for all gov- 
ernment leaders, myself included, 
that we should not abuse the 
power granted by our positions. 

Farah Trinidad, a distant 
granddaughter of former Sen. 
Luisa Estrada, Iba, Zambales. 
‘They grabbed power from him, 
punished him and then they will 
send the true president to jail. 
[She wept upon hearing ‘the 
guilty verdict.) 

‘Anna Ban, a high school teach- 
er in Legazpi City. Justice must 
have its way. After Erap, Gloria. 

Mayor Edward Hagedorn, 
Puerto Princesa City. I grieve 
for him. He will always be a 
friend to me no matter what. I 
hope his verdict will put clo- 
sure on the issue. But it will 
depend on how the masses will 
take it. 

Rizza Estadola, information 
officer, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, UP Los Baños. Reclu- 
sion perpetua for a former presi- 
dent? I feel pity for him. I do hope 
he will be given a second chance 
outside politics in order to live like 
an ordinary person. May this also 
serve as a warning to all govem- 
ment officials because they owe 
much to the public. 

Ferdie de la Cruz, business- 
man, San Pedro, Laguna. Now 
that Erap has been convicted, 
what about the crimes committed 
by GMA, Mike Arroyo and their 
minions? They should also face 
the people and be convicted. 

Rene Jebulan, ice cream ven- 
dor, Sorsogon City. If Erap really 
stole from the public coffers, 
somehow he shared it with the 
poor. Many in government who 
steal should be jailed. 

Maan de los Reyes-Leopan- 
do, bank employee of Siniloan, 
Laguna. We were very glad at the 
rural bank. We hope that the next 
to face conviction will be Mike Ar- 
royo. 

Malou Pajutan, businesswom- 
an, Victoria, Laguna. The guilty 
verdict against Erap was a ‘moro- 
‘moro’ because if the sentence was 
not guilty it would render Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo a fake or 
unlawful president. 


METRO MANILA 

Rowena Tumala, fruit vendor, 
San Andres, Manila. He was not 
given a fair rial because all the al- 
legations against him were fabri- 
cated. Nothing will change. We'll 
remain poor. 


Rodney Riteza, businessman, 
Manila. He got a fair tial al- 
though the verdict was a political 
one. For the country, life will be 
the same as long as the people re~ 
‘main politically dumb. 

Lawrence Vicedo, call center 
agent, Makati City. Not fair. I'm 
happy that he was found guilty 
but I think the punishment was 
too harsh, He already served time 
so I hope they lower his sentence. 
Ten years in jail should be 
enough. 

Roger Bernabe, car sales 
agent, Kamuning, Quezon City. 
Forty years in prison is too much! 
It is not fair. He is innocent and 
should be set free as soon as possi- 
ble. 

Mon Vergara, businessman, 
Makati City. It was wrong. 
Compared with other anoma- 
lies, like the ZTE scandal, his 
(Estrada's) case is nothing. Be- 
sides, in jueteng, government 
funds are not directly in- 
volved. It's an underground 
economy that supports many 
families. It's only illegal be- 
cause the law says so. 

Joann Mangalindan, law 
graduate, Manila. It was a fair 
trial because he was given his 
day in court. He was defended 
by his lawyers. What will hap- 
pen to our country? We're al- 
ways ina mess, so what's new? 
It will be a hot issue for the 
next couple of days but there- 
after it will be forgotten. Most 
Filipinos have no sense of his- 
tory. 

Clarito Villacorta, bondsman, 
Sta. Cruz, Manila. It was not fait 
Isn't it that the money was just 
given to him. Even I would have 
accepted it. He did not ask for it 
and it was not government mon- 


ey. 
Lina Hernandez, vendor from 
Don Bosco, Tondo. Ever since 
they wanted Erap imprisoned. It 
was a political decision. Former 
President Fidel Ramos and GMA 
Joined forces because they knew 
tatanga-tanga si Erap.» 


THE VISAYAS 

George Rando, mechanic, 
Borongan, Eastern Samar. 1 am 
not sure if Erap is guilty or not but 
Tam sure the effect is entertaining 
because we forget our own prob- 
Jems temporarily just like when 
we watch soap operas. 

Ricardo Presbitero, former 
Valladolid mayor. The Arroyo ad- 
ministration is afraid that if Estra- 
da is found innocent and set free 
it will put the legitimacy of the Ar- 
toyo presidency in jeopardy. 

Pelegio Apostol, Deputy Om- 
budsman for the Visayas. Tm 
quite sad that no other than our 
former President was convicted of 
plunder. But fits for our God, for 
our country and for our fellow- 
men, letthe wheels of justice roll. 


GMA: Verdict to end destabilization 


From page Al 
cause of the ruling, the Presi- 
dent felt that her administra- 
tion would become more sta- 
ble. 

In a statement, the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines said that the verdict 
was “a call to repentance and a 
call for change or conversion af- 
fecting not only the person of 
President Estrada but also 
many others in our govern- 
ment.” 

The CBCP statement issued 
by its president, Archbishop An- 
gel Lagdameo of Jaro, Iloilo, 
said the country, long suffering 
from the effects of graft and cor- 
ruption, would ultimately bene- 
fit from the Sandiganbayan de- 
cision. 


‘Continuing learning story’ 
Manila Archbishop Gauden- 
cio Cardinal Rosales said he 
would pray so that Estrada 
would have the humility and 
patience in facing the court’s 
Judgement, calling it a “contin- 
uing learning story of his life.” 
“The verdict, even if still ap- 
pealable, should remind all that 
the privileged authority to lead 
and to serve is always, and with- 
out exception, for the welfare of 
the people served. Let this be a 
constant reminder to the people 
elected or appointed to serve. 
‘The moral in this is “BE MORAL,” 
Rosales said in a statement. 
„ He urged the laity that the 


proper recourse of Estrada was 
the higher court, “instead of set- 
tling the score in the streets or 
elsewhere.” 


Don't single out Erap 
Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr., who was 
Senate president during Estra- 
da's aborted impeachment trial, 
said Estrada’s “commitment to 
the rule oflaw deserves praise.” 
“The government must now 
show that it did not single out 
Estrada,” Pimentel said, adding 
that other cases of plunder in- 
volving the Arroyo administra- 
tion should now be prosecuted. 
Majority Leader Francisco 
Pangilinan echoed Pimentel call. 
“Malacafiang should realize 
that unless it faces squarely the 
issues of extrajudicial killings, 
JocJoc Bolante’s fertilizer scam 
and other controversies in its 
last three years in office, this 
conviction casts a very long and 


that Bolante, as agriculture un- 
dersecretary, presided over the 
distribution to administration 
allies of P728 million in fertili 
er funds to ensure Ms Arroyo's 
victory in the 2004 presidential 
election. 


Villar saddened 
Estrada's allies in the Senate, 


including those who took part in 
his impeachment and ouster, said 


the rule of law had prevailed, 
while administration allies said 
the nation should move on with 
the closure to the six-year trial 

Senate President Manuel Vil- 
lar, who was the House Speaker 
who railroaded Estrada's im- 
peachment in 2000, said he was 
saddened by the decision and 
hoped that Estrada would still 
be acquitted by the Supreme 
Court. 

“We join our people in pray- 
ing that episodes such as these 
will only toughen, not tear, the 
moral fabric of our nation,” Vil- 
lar said. 

Sen. Loren Legarda, who 
openly cried when Estrada's im- 
peachment trial was aborted in 
2001, also skipped questions 
whether she believed the guilty 
verdict was correct. 

“I don't know if he deserves 
this because we did not see the 
evidence that the prosecution 
lawyers presented in court,” she 
told reporters. 


Rule of law 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, who 
had served as one of Estrada's 
legal advisers, said as a friend 
he was sad for the former Presi- 
dent. 

“But one thing, it would show 
that the rule of law prevails in 
this country, In the end, it will 
be the judicial system that will 
decide matters of this nature,” 
hesaid. » 

Enrile, who is now in thesAr- 


royo administration camp, re- 
fused to believe that the court 
was influenced by Malacañang. 
“I understand the court went 
ut of its way to analyze the evi- 
dence very carefully” he said. 

“In a way, if there's anything 
that could be learned from this 
is that maybe those who are 
now wielders of power must be 
very circumspect in their con- 
duct and in their manner of per- 
forming their functions and ex- 
ercising their powers,” Enrile 
added. 

Administration Senators Pia 
Cayetano and Richard Gordon 
lauded Estrada's “courage” and 
“demonstration of faith in the 
judicial system.” 

“In fairness to President 
Estrada, we trust that equal 
standards of justice be applied 
to powerful personalities who 
are implicated in far worse cas- 
es of graft and corruption,” said 
Cayetano. 

Gordon called it both a “sad 
and happy day for our country 
and for our people.” 

Lacson respects decision 

He said it was sad since a 
popular ex-President was con- 
Weed of plunder. “But this is al- 
so a happy day for us because 
the verdict affirms that the rule 
of law reigns over our land ... 
No one, not even the highest of- 
ficial of the land, is above it," he 
said. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson, Estyada's 


Jaro Archbishop Angel 
Lagdameo, president of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference 
of the Philippines. The one 
who will profit from the good 
fruit of such a decision or judg- 
ment is no less than the coun- 
try itself, which is known to 
Have been suffering from all 
kinds of grafi and corruption 
and plunder. 

Monico Puentevella, con- 
gressman of Bacolod. We are a 
government of laws and not of 
men and the law has taken its 
course. Let this be an occasion for 
the nation to put a closure on this 
regrettable chapter of our politi- 
cal history. Let us all pray for 
peace, for our former President 
Erap and move forward as a peo- 
ple. 


MINDANAO 

Juliet Santos, trader from 
Parang, Shariff Kabunsuan. 
We were surprised to learn 
that it only took so short a time 
for the Sandiganbayan to ren- 
der the guilty verdict on Pres 
dent Estrada. Acquitting him 
of the perjury charges only 
proved that the man has been 
honest and sincere after all, 
unlike the bunch of anti-Erap 
hypocrites. They are more cor- 
rupt and should be charged 
too. 

Eid Kabalu, spokesperson for 
the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front, Cotabato. It's a fair deci- 
sion. We cannot question the au- 
thority of the Sandiganbayan 
antigraft court. He (Estrada) used 
‘our Muslim brothers and sisters 
through his educational founda- 
tion for his own interest. 

Evelyn Escleto, cashier of the 
Notre Dame Broadcasting Corp. 
Tm glad and I hope the decision 
brings this case to a close. It has 
brought our country so much 


anxiety and uncertainty. 

Antonio Enriquez, farmer 
from Cateel town, Davao Orien- 
tal. The Sandiganbayan decision 
is good because it would deter 
others from doing irregularity. But 
1 feel sad because while Estrada 
was found guilty, the Marcoses 
appeared to have become un- 
touched by the government and 
the cases against them have 
dragged on. The case against 
Imelda Marcos and her family 
should also be decided upon. 

Jessie Tejada, barangay trea- 
surer of Kayok in Liloy, Zamboan- 
ga del Norte. We are not so inter- 
‘ested in the verdict. We have dif- 
ferent lives here. We don't care 
‘what is happening in Metro Mani- 
Ja, We are more focused on how 
to survive. 

Mayor Edgardo Jamero, 
Dumingag, Zamboanga del Sur. I 
expected a guilty verdict, but per- 
sonally I am for his acquittal, 
hopefully in the Supreme Court 
Erap is a lesser evil than those 
‘who accused him of plunder. 

Lepeng Wee, businessman, 
Zamboanga City. I really feel very 
uneasy, I was really hoping that 
Erap will be acquitted. Six years in 
detention is enough. 

Victor Macias, fish vendor, 
Zamboanga City. He is my idol 
and I feel very bad how he is be- 
ing treated by the government. 

Erico Pili, tricycle driver. Why 
would I waste my time watching 
Erap? He's been detained for 
more than six years but nothing 
has changed in our lives. He's 
been president before, nothing 
has changed in my life. Now with 
Arroyo, [am still a tricycle driver. 

‘Venus Gamboa-Palalay, a 
Malaybalay City Hall employee. I 
am not pro-Estrada but I did pity 
him. I hope it signals that more 
graft and corruption cases will be 
tried and can progress. 


Reports from Tonette Orejas, 
‘Anselmo Roque and Cesar 
Villa, Inquirer Central Luzon, 
and Cristina Arzadon, Vincent 
Cabreza, Estanislao Caldez 
and Villamor Visaya Jr., In- 
quirer Northern Luzo 

ports trom Villamor Visaya 
Jr., Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, 
Delmar Cariño, Ben Moses 
Ebreo, Vanessa Bianca 
Piedad, Angela Sengen, De- 
siree Caluza and Donna 
Demetillo, Inquirer Northern 
Luzon, and Anselmo Roque, 
Russell Arador, Tonette Ore- 
jas, Jun Malig and Carmela 
Reyes, Inquirer Central Lu- 
zon; Redempto Anda, Marlon 
Ramos, Niña Catherine Calle- 
ja, Marlon Luistro, Bobby La- 


balan, Donna Virola, Romulo 
Ponte, Ephraim Aguilar and 
Jaymee Gamil, Fernan Gi- 
anan, Inquirer Southern Lu- 
zon; Kenneth M. del Rosario, 
DY Yap, Tina G. Santos; Alli- 
son Lopez in Manil: 

Nestor P. Burgos, Carla P. 
Gomez, Diosa Labiste, Alex 
Pal, Kit Bagaipo, Jhunnex Na- 
pallacan, Jolene Bulambot, 
Joey Gabieta and Jani Arnaiz, 
Inquirer Visayas; 

Charlie Sefiase, Edwin Fernan- 
dez, Ferdinand Zuasola and 
Julie Alipala, Grace Cantal-Al- 
basin, Aquiles Z. Zonio, Jeof- 
frey Maitem, Edwin 0. Fernan- 
dez, Charlie C. Sefiase, Richel 
V. Umel, Ma. Cecilia Rodriguez, 
Judy Quiros, Inquirer Mindanao 


talk 


former national police chief, 
said he was shocked by the ver- 
dict but he respected the court's 
decision. 

“I may choose to disagree 
or be disheartened by the 
(verdict) but the justices ob- 
viously had better access to 
all the information and evi- 
dence they need to arrive at 
their unanimous decision,” 
hesaid. 

Sen. Manuel Roxas Il, Estra- 

da's former trade secretary, said 
he could only extend moral sup- 
port. 
“I served under President 
Erap as his trade secretary. 
Throughout that time, not 
once did he ask me to do 
something indecent or irregu- 
lar. And for that, he has 
earned my deepest respect de- 
spite all that has happened,” 
he said. 


Where convicted felons go 

None of the senators, not 
even administration allies, 
questioned why Estrada was 
brought back to his Tanay estate 
instead of the National Bilibid 
Prisons where all convicted 
felons go. 

“He should not be humiliat- 
ed,” said Enrile. 

Pangilinan insisted Estrada 
“must be accorded the respect 
and dignity [due to] a former 
head of state.” 

Teofisto Guingona, who as 
a senator started the ckain of 


events that led to Estrada's 
ouster by accusing him of “be- 
trayal of public trust,” made 
himself scarce yesterday. 
Calls to him went unan- 
swered and he also skipped a 
press conference by allies of 
Estrada. 


No strong argument 

Guingona joined the Estrada 
camp after he called for Ar- 
royo's resignation at the height 
of the “Hello Garci” controver- 
E 

In the House of Representa- 
tives, Deputy Majority Leader 
Crispin Remulla, Estrada's le- 
gal adviser, said he leafed 
through the decision and 
found no strong argument that 
would have backed up a guilty 
verdict. 

“The government can't afford 
an acquittal — An acquittal 
would have caused instability,” 
Remulla told the INQUIRER. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia 
said the conviction would re- 
sult in “months of political ten- 
sion.” Economic gains, he said, 
need a prolonged period of po- 
litical stability to be sustain- 
able 

With reports from Michael 
Lim Ubac, Christine O. Aven- 
daño, Fe Zamora, Dona Z. Pazz- 
ibugan, Beverly T, Natividad, 
Cynthia D. Balana, Norman 
Bordadora, Allison W. Lopez, 
Margaux C. Ortiz and Jeannette 
1 Andrade j 
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Estrada’s coaccused are still at large 
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Ricaforte, Alma Alfaro, John Doe’ pointed out as the people in She reportedly had bank ac- Z ,  morethanacopyoftheoriginal Sources: Chief Justice Artemio 
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Ze kenn Woh Dag drawn various checks amount- deposited. She Wwaslastknown Presiding Justice Teresita served for one reason oranoth- F Magsalin Jr of the Arellano 
known as Delia Rajas and other ing to P170 million which was to be in the United States. Her Leonarda De Castro yesterday er. Law School Schatzi Quodala, 
Don ced ane Does or oth. sourced from tobacco excise tax husband was appointed by for- said thataliaswarrantsofarrest Once their locations are Inquirer Research 


S&R 


MEMBERSHIP SHOPPING 


EECH 
dës 


Ki 


CRAZY RUSH! 
Incredibly exciting buys! Ko 


>à Special discounts! ; 
Instant Freebies! 


ERYFIN 


-DONMIMIS 
Shop! Win! Save and 
even get rewarded for it! 
It's too good to be true. 
It happens only at your 
S&R, make sure you catch it! 
NON-MEMBERS ARE INVITED TOO! 
A5% non-member fee will be charged 


to your purchase. Please see us for your 
One-Day Shopping Pass. 


Store hours: 9 am to 9 pm 


S&R The Fort S&R Alabang S&R Congressional S&R Baclaran 
& R 32nd Street, 5th Avenue, West Gate Development, Filinvest 30 Congressional Avenue, Bradco Avenue, Aseana Business 
Bonifacio Global City, Corporate City, Alabang-Zapote Road, Ramon Magsaysay, Bago Bantay, Park Boulevard 2000, Baclaran, 
Taguig City, Philippines , Muntinlupa, Philippines Quezon City, Philipines Parañaque, Philippines 
Phone: 888-0640 Phone: 771-9999 Phone: 929-8888 Phone 853-9999 


Per DTI-NCR Permit No.4318, Series of 2007 


MEMBERSHIP SHOPPING 
Shopping Reinvented. Shopping Mefined. 


D D A z a i 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2007 


From page Al 


ket purchases using state pension 
funds. 

The court observed that this was the 
first case of plunder to be filed against 
“the highest official of the land, a for- 
mer President, among others.” 

“Needless to state, the resolution of 
this case shall set significant historical 
and legal precedents,” it said. 

‘The 212-page decision handed down 
by the Sandiganbayan yesterday said 
prosecutors had proven beyond reason- 
able doubt that “elements of plunder” 
existed in those two acts, enough to 
convict the 70-year-old Estrada. 

Prosecutors were not as successful 
in their other charges—that Estrada 
pocketed P130 million in kickbacks 
from the tobacco excise tax meant for 
Tlocos Sur and he “unjustly enriched 
himself from commissions, gifts, kick- 
backs” that found their way into the in- 
famous “Jose Velarde” account at the 
Equitable-PCI Bank. 

They also failed to establish enough 
ground to convict Estrada's coaccused 
son, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, and lawyer 
Edward Serapio, a former presidential 
legal counsel. 

The Jose Velarde account is sup- 
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Court bases ruling on 2 illegal acts 


posed to be Estrada's secret bank ac- 
count with Equitable-PCI Bank and 
‘was at the center of impeachment pro- 
ceedings before his ouster in 2001. 

‘The court noted that the penalty 
prescribed by the Anti-Plunder Law 
was either reclusion perpetua (a 
prison term of up to 40 years) or death. 
It meted out the lesser penalty of im- 
prisonment, “there being no aggravat- 
ing or mitigating circumstances.” 

The ex-President is also to “suffer 
perpetual absolute disqualification” 
from public office, the court said. 

Estrada’s six-year detention since 
April 2001 will already be “credited to 
him in full.” 


Boracay Mansion 

The court also forfeited in favor of 
the government the following assets of 
Estrada that were sequestered early in 
the trial: 

‘© Cash representing Estrada's total il- 
legal gambling (“jueteng”) payola 
amounting to P545.29 million, with in- 
terest and income earned, including the 
P200 million deposited in the name of 
the Erap Muslim Youth Foundation. 

e The P189-million commission 
“collected” by Estrada and which end- 
ed up in the Velarde account, after he 


“ordered” the Government Service In- 
surance System and the Social Security 
‘System to buy Belle Corp. shares. 

© Real property consisting of a 
house and lot dubbed as “Boracay 
Mansion” located at No. 100 11th 
Street, New Manila, Quezon City. 

The property got such a name for 
purportedly having a swimming pool 
edged with sand “imported” from the 
famous resort island in Aklan. 

“After a thorough evaluation of the 
established facts, we hold that the 
prosecution has proven beyond rea- 
sonable doubt the elements of plun- 
der,” the justices said. 

‘Among these elements was the fact 
that Estrada was President at the time 
the acts were committed, it said. 

‘The court also took note of the “series 
‘of acts of receiving bi-monthly collections 
from jueteng” from November 1998 to 
‘August 2000, and “a series of two acts of 
ordering” the GSIS and SSS to purchase 
Belle Corp. shares and later “collecting or 
receiving” the commission. 


Without purest motives 

The court conceded that prosecu- 
tion star witness Luis “Chavit” Singson 
“did not have the purest of motives in 
exposing the jueteng collections.” 


“Undoubtedly and by his own ad- 
mission, he resented not being given 
the franchise for the Bingo Two Balls, 
the government-sanctioned numbers 
game, in his home province of Ilocos 
‘Sur. He feared the demise of his politi- 
‘cal career as the said franchise was giv- 
ento his political opponents,” it noted. 

However, the court said, there were 
“circumstances which lend credibility” 
to his testimony regarding the 
so-called ledgers he kept to keep tabs 
of Estrada’s jueteng collections. 

“The court finds credible material 
portions of (his) testimony insofar as 
they are corroborated by independent 
and competent evidence,” it said. 

Ae to the P130-million tobacco tax 
kickbacks that were supposedly deliv- 
ered to Estrada by Singson and coac- 
cused Charlie “Atong” Ang, the court 
said the prosecution “failed to prove 
who among the accused benefited 
from the misappropriation (of the 
funds) and in what amounts.” 
Prosecution failed in Velarde account, 

“The prosecution likewise failed to 
offer evidence on the alleged illegal 
sources of the numerous deposits in 
the Jose Velarde account which be- 
longs to former President Estrada, ex- 


Excerpts from the Sandiganbayan decision in Case 


(Editors note: This is a condensed ver- 
sion of the 212-page decision by the 
Sandiganbayan convicting Joseph Estra- 
da on two counts of plunder): 


PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES 

-versus - 

JOSEPH EJERCITO ESTRADA, 

Former President of the 

Republic of the Philippi 

JOSE JINGGOY” ESTRADA, 

‘CHARLIE “ATONG” TIU HAY SY ANG, 

EDWARD S. SERAPIO, 

YOLANDA T. RICAFORTE, 

ALMA ALFARO, 

JOHN DOE also known as LEONARDO- 
DE CASTRO, PJ, ELEUTERIO RAMOS 
TAN or MR. UY, 

JANE DOE also known as DELIA 
RAJAS, 

JOHN DOES and JANE DOES. 


DECISION 

Republic Act (RA) No. 7080 as amend- 
ed was approved on July 12, 1991, intro- 
ducing into ouř criminal legal system the 
crime of “plunder”. This law penalizes 
public officers who would amass immense 
‘wealth through a series or combination of 
overt or criminal acts described in the 
statute in violation of the public trust. 


AMENDED INFORMATION: 

The undersigned Ombudsman Prose- 
cuor and OIC Director, EPIB, Office of the 
Ombudsman, hereby accuses former 
PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES, 
Joseph Ejercito Estrada aka. "ASIONG 
SALONGA’ AND a.k.a. ‘JOSE VELARDE”, 
together with Jose Jinggoy Estrada, 
Charlie “Atong” Ang, Edward Serapio, 
Yolanda T. Ricaforte, Alma Alfaro, JOHN 
DOE aka. Eleuterio Tan OR Eleuterio 
Ramos Tan or Mr. Uy, Jane Doe a.k.a. Delia 
Rajas, and John DOES & Jane Does, 
[with] the crime of Plunder ... committed 
as follows: 

‘That during the period from June, 1998 
to January, 2001, in the Philippines, and 
within the jurisdiction of this Honorable 
Court, accused Joseph Ejercito Estrada, 
‘THEN A PUBLIC OFFICER, BEING THEN 
‘THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
‘THE PHILIPPINES, by himself AND/OR in 
CONNIVANCE/CONSPIRACY with his co- 
accused, WHO ARE MEMBERS OF HIS 
FAMILY, RELATIVES BY AFFINITY OR 
CONSANGUINITY, BUSINESS ASSOCI- 
ATES, SUBORDINATES AND/OR OTHER 
PERSONS, BY TAKING UNDUE ADVAN- 
TAGE OF HIS OFFICIAL POSITION, AU- 
THORITY, RELATIONSHIP CONNEC- 
TION, OR INFLUENCE, did then and there 
willfully, unlawfully and criminally amass, 
accumulate and acquire BY HIMSELF DI- 
RECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, ill-gotten 
wealth in the aggregate amount OR TO- 
TAL VALUE of P4,097,804,173.17, more 
orless, THEREBY UNJUSTLY ENRICHING 
HIMSELF OR THEMSELVES AT THE EX- 
PENSE AND TO THE DAMAGE OF THE 
FLIPINO PEOPLE AND THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE PHILIPPINES, through ANY OR A 
‘combination OR A series of overt OR crim- 
inal acts, OR SIMILAR SCHEMES OR 
MEANS, described as follows: 

a) by receiving OR collecting, directly 
or indirectly, on SEVERAL INSTANCES, 
MONEY IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT 
OF P545,000,000, MORE OR LESS, 
FROM ILLEGAL GAMBLING IN THE 
FORM OF GIFT, SHARE, PERCENTAGE, 
KICKBACK OR ANY FORM OF PECU- 
NIARY BENEFIT, BY HIMSELF AND/OR in 
connivance with co-accused CHARLIE 
'ATONG' ANG, JOSE ‘Jinggoy’ Estrada, 
Yolanda T. Ricaforte, Edward Serapio, 
AND JOHN DOES AND JANE DOES, in 
consideration OF TOLERATION OR PRO- 
‘TECTION OF ILLEGAL GAMBLING; 

H by DIVERTING, RECEIVING, misap- 
propriating, converting OR misusing DL 
RECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, for HIS OR 
‘THEIR PERSONAL gain and benefit, pub- 
lic funds in the amount of P130,000,000, 
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more or less, representing a portion of the 
'P200,000,000 tobacco excise tax share al- 
located for the Province of llocos Sur, BY 
HIMSELF AND/OR in CONNIVANCE with 
co-accused Charlie ‘Atong’ Ang, Alma Al- 
faro, JOHN DOE a.k.a. Eleuterio Tan OR 
Eleuterio Ramos Tan or Mr. Uy, and Jane 
Doe aka. Delia Rajas, AND OTHER 
JOHN DOES AND JANE DOES; 

d by directing, ordering and com- 
pelling, FOR HIS PERSONAL GAIN AND 
BENEFIT, the Government Service Insur- 
ance System (GSIS) TO PURCHASE 
351,878,000 SHARES OF STOCKS, 
‘MORE OR LESS, and the Social Security 
‘System (SSS), 329,855,000 SHARES OF 
STOCK, MORE OR LESS, OF THE BELLE 
CORPORATION IN THE AMOUNT OF 
MORE OR LESS P1,102,965,607.50 AND 
MORE OR LESS P744,612,450, RESPEC- 
TIVELY, OR A TOTAL OF MORE OR LESS 
1,847,578,057.50; AND BY COLLECT- 
ING OR RECEIVING, DIRECTLY OR INDI- 
RECTLY, BY HIMSELF AND/OR IN CON- 
NIVANCE WITH JOHN DOES AND JANE 
DOES, COMMISSIONS OR PERCENT- 
AGES BY REASON OF SAID PURCHASES 
OF SHARES OF STOCK IN THE AMOUNT 
OF 189,700,000, MORE OR LESS, 
FROM THE BELLE CORPORATION 
WHICH BECAME PART OF THE DEPOSIT 
IN THE EQUITABLE-PCI BANK UNDER 
‘THE ACCOUNT NAME “JOSE VELARDE”; 

d) by unjustly enriching himself FROM 
COMMISSIONS, GIFTS, SHARES, PER- 
CENTAGES, KICKBACKS, OR ANY FORM 
OF PECUNIARY BENEFITS, IN CON- 
NIVANCE WITH JOHN DOES AND JANE 
DOES, in the amount of MORE OR LESS 
P3,233,104,173.17 AND DEPOSITING 
‘THE SAME UNDER HIS ACCOUNT NAME 
"JOSE VELARDE” AT THE EQUITABLE- 
PCIBANK. 


EVIDENCE PRESENTED: 

[FIRST COUNT — Jueteng kickbacks] 

The principal wimess of the prosecu- 
tion in this first specification is former Ilo- 
cos Sur Govemor Luis “Chavi” C. 
Singson. 

He testified extensively on the charge 
that former President Estrada accumulat- 
ed ill-gotten wealth in the above-men- 
tioned amount through the monthly re- 
mittance to him of seems of money col- 
lected from operations of illegal gambling, 
commonly known as "jueteng", based in 
the different provinces of the country al- 
legedly in consideration of the prosecu- 
tion or unimpeded operation of said ille- 
gal gambling. 


Gov. Singson claimed jueteng money 
was delivered to former Pres. Estrada ini- 
tially every end of the month, starting 
September of 1998 and later every 15th 
and at the end of the month. 

Gov. Singson continued the collection 
as instructed by former Pres. Estrada, still 
with the help of Atong Ang, from Novem- 
ber of 1998 until August of 2000. 

‘The amounts of money collected from 
jueteng during the said period were listed 
in the ledger per month and per province. 
The ledger also listed the expenses paid 
for using the jueteng protection money. 

Every fifteen (15) days, Gov. Singson 
himself delivered protection money to for- 
mer Pres. Estrada in the amount 
5,000,000 or a total of P10,000,000 ev- 
ery month. The protection money was de- 
livered usually in cash but sometimes in 
check, 


‘According to Gov. Singson, the jueteng 
collections came every 15 days, at the 
middle and the end of the month or five 
(S) days after the end of the month. 

When all the collections had arrived, 
the list was finalized and then transferred 
to the computer. Ledgers were prepared 
upon instructions of former Pres. Estrada 
because the latter was strict with money. 

Gov. Singson narrated that when for- 
mer Pres. Estrada was still the Vice Presi- 


dent, they were already collecting jueteng 
‘money but not in all provinces. 


Paper trail 

When he assumed the presidency, he 
called Gov. Singson and Atong Ang to start 
jueteng collections in provinces without 
protection money. 

When the jueteng operators gave pro- 
tection money to former Pres. Estrada, 
they were not apprehended anymore al- 
though there were instructions to the con- 
trary which were for show or for record 
purposes only. 


With respect to the alleged acts of re- 
ceiving or collection of sums of money 
from illegal gambling, in the form of share 
or percentage, the Court finds credible 
‘material portions of Gov. Chavit Singson’s 
testimony insofar as they are corroborated 
by independent and competent evidence. 


‘The paper trail of the P200,000,000 de- 
posited for the Erap Muslim Youth Foun- 
dation, Inc. incontrovertibly established 
that the said sum of money came from 
jueteng collections through the cashier's 
managers checks purchased by Ricaforte 
using the deposits in the accounts that she 
opened in the different branches of Equi 
table PCI Bank. 


Mind-boggling amounts 

‘The slew of bank documents, involving 
mind-boggling amounts of money and au- 
thenticated by competent and credible 
bank officers, convinces the Court that col- 
Jection of jueteng money for former Pres. 
Estrada indeed took place and the entries 
in the ledgers were not manufactured by 
Gov. Chavit Singson. 

Payments or disbursements of the 
jueteng protection money to persons re- 
Tated to or closely associated with for Pres. 
Estrada belie his denial that the funds ac- 
‘counted for in the ledgers belong to him. 

Indeed, the Court cannot see why Gov. 
Singson would make such large and sub- 
‘stantial payments in the form of checks 
drawn from his Metrobank account, to 
personalities such as William Gatchalian, 
Laarni Enriquez, Loi Estrada, or other inti- 
mate associates of former Pres. Estrada 
unless the money belonged to former 
Pres. Estrada and the funds were being 
disbursed according to his instructions. 


Based on 2 sets of ledgers, the total 
jueteng collections for former Pres. Estra- 
da from November 1998 to August 2000 
amounted to P545,291,000. 


Erap foundation 

‘The [amount of] P200,000,000.00 of 
these sums of money found their way into 
the account of the Erap Muslim Youth 
Foundation. 


To this Cour’s mind, while the 
200,000,000 was clearly illegally amassed 
wealth, the evidence on record is insuffi- 
cient to prove beyond reasonable doubt 
that Serapio was aware that the questioned 
funds were in fact amassed from jueteng 
protection money collections and that the 
fact of the unusually large amount of the 
deposits into the foundation's account was 
with criminal intent on the part of Serapio 
to “launder” or conceal the illegal nature of 
the funds to serve the purpose of the acqui- 
sition or amassing of ill-gotten wealth by 
former President Estrada. 


More so, this Court is not prepared to 
conclusively rule that the Erap Muslim 
Youth Foundation is not a legitimate foun- 
dation or that it was set up purely to hide 
his illegally amassed wealth. 

‘The incorporation papers and business 
permits of the Foundation are authentic 
and regular. The personalities behind the 
said foundation appear to be well-respect- 


ed academicians. 


Gaps in ion case 

[SECOND COUNT -- Tobacco excise 
tax] 

With respect to the act of divesting, re- 
ceiving or misappropriating a portion of 
the tobacco excise tax share allocated for 
the Province of Ilocos Sur, this Court finds 
that indeed an amount of P130,000,000 
‘out of the P200,000,000 share in tobacco 
excise taxes of the Province of Ilocos Sur 
was withdrawn from the provincial coffers 
and misappropriated and misused to the 
damage and prejudice of the said 
province. 


jere are gaps in the prosecution's evi- 
dence on the alleged delivery to former 
Pres. Estrada of the diverted funds or a 
portion thereof. 

It was not established how much cash 
was allegedly stashed in the boxes that 
came from Westmont Bank and which 
were unloaded/reloaded at the house of 
Catalina Ang or how much cash was in the 
boxes allegedly brought to former Pres. 
Estrada's house. 

No one testified that he saw cash being 
handed to former President Estrada, Sen. 
Loi Estrada or Jinggoy Estrada. 

Serious doubts are engendered by the 
bare testimony of Gov. Singson, who, by 
his own account, did not even touch the 
boxes of money, nor count the money in- 
side the boxes that arrived at the home of 
Catalina Ang and allegedly reloaded for 
delivery to Polk Street. 

Gov. Singson did not also see the al- 
leged turnover of the money by Ang to for- 
mer Pres. Estrada, Dr. Loi Estrada or May- 
or Jinggoy as he stayed at the comer of 
Polk Street, so many meters away from 
the highly fenced and gated [Estrada] 
house. 


Singson testimony farfetched 

In this Cour’s view, certain details of 
Gov. Singson's testimony on this point are 
rather incredible and far-fetched. 


This Court does not find the evidence 
sufficient to establish beyond reasonable 
doubt that former President Estrada or 
any member of his family had instigated 
and/or benefited from the diversion of 
said funds. 

(THIRD COUNT — Using GSIS and SSS 
fuinds to buy shares of stocks of Belle 
Corp. and collectiong a 189,700,000 
commission, which became part of Jose 
Velarde account): 


We find that the prosecution has estab- 
lished beyond reasonable doubt that for- 
mer President Estrada directed and in- 
structed Carlos A. Arellano (then President 
of the SSS) and Federico C. Pascual (then 
President of GSIS) to buy Belle Shares. 


‘The Court finds that former Pres. Estra- 
da is the real and beneficial owner of EP- 
CIB combo account C/A No. 0110-25495- 
4 and S/A No. 0160-62501-5 in the name 
of Jose Velarde. 

‘The eyewitness account of prosecution 
‘witness Clarissa Ocampo that she saw for- 
mer Pres. Estrada sign the name Jose Ve- 
larde in the various documents presented 
to him and ... was undisputed by (him) 
and constitutes direct evidence that former 
President Estrada signed as Jose Velarde. 

Another direct evidence that (he) is 
Jose Velarde is the admission of former 
President Estrada that he signed as Jose 
Velarde in the documents presented to 
him by Ocampo. 


As stated, SSS and GSIS used the funds 
belonging to its millions of members to buy 
Belle Shares upon instruction of former 
President Estrada who benefited for his 
personal gain from the P189,700,000 com- 
mission paid in consideration of the pur- 
chase of the Belle shares by SSS and GSIS. 

‘The amount of P189,700,000 deposit 
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cept for the commission received from 
the sale of Belle shares to GSIS and SSS 
and the money collected from illegal 
gambling,” the court said. 

‘The plunder law, it said, requires proof 
that a “series or combination of overt or 
criminal acts” allowed ill-gotten wealth 
to be deposited in the Velarde account. 

The account contained up to P3.2 
billion at the time the complaint was 
filed against Estrada. 


Legal complexities 

“Throughout the six years over which 
the court proceedings in this case unfold- 
ed, this court confronted numerous novel 
and complicated legal issues (including 
the constitutionality of the plunder law, 
propriety of house arrest, among others).” 

Noting that the case had received 
unparalleled attention from the media 
and other sectors of society, the court 
added: “Indeed, the factual and legal 
complexities of the case are further 
compounded by attempts to sensation- 
alize the proceedings for various ends. 

“However, this Court is ever mindful 
of its imperative duty to act as an im- 
partial arbiter ... Thus, the decision of 
this Court follows, upon no other con- 
sideration other than the law and a re- 
view of the evidence on record.” 


No. 26558 


ed to the Jose Velarde account of former 
President Estrada are public funds... 


Reasonable doubt 

[FOURTH COUNT ~ Unjustly enriching 
himself from commissions, gifts, kickbacks 
or any form of pecuniary benefits in the 
amount of more or less P3,233,104,173.17 
and depositing the same under his account 
name ‘Jose Velarde"). 


‘The prosecution presented overwhelm- 
ing evidence that there were numerous 
deposits of astoundingly large sums of 
money into the Jose Velarde account. 

However, the prosecution failed to 
prove the predicate act/s as defined under 
Section 1(d) of R.A. No. 7080 through 
‘which the said deposits could have been 
acquired or amassed, except for the 
amount of P189,700,000, representing il 
legal commissions from the sales of Belle 
shares and the money collected from ille- 
gal gambling. 


Al that thé prosecution has succeeded 
in showing is that the Jose Velarde ac- 
count is the repository or receptacle of 
vast wealth belonging to former Pres. 
Estrada. 


This Court finds that the prosecution 
failed to prove, beyond reasonable doubt, 
who among the accused benefited from 
the misappropriation of the excise tax 
share of llocos Sur and in what amounts 

‘The prosecution likewise failed to offer 
evidence on the alleged illegal sources of 
the numerous deposits in the Jose Velarde 
account which belongs to former Pres. 
Estrada, except for the commission re- 
ceived from the sale of Belle shares to 
GSIS and SSS and the money collected 
from illegal gambling. 

The Anti-Plunder Law requires the 
prosecution to prove the series or combi- 
nation of overt or criminal acts through 
which ill-gotten wealth deposited in the 
Jose Velarde account was amassed, accu- 
mulated or acquired. The prosecution 
failed to discharge this burden of proof. 


in sum, the Court finds that prosecu- 
tion has proven beyond reasonable doubt 
the commission by the principal accused, 
former President Joseph Ejercito Estrada, 
of the crime of plunder but not so in the 
case of former Mayor Jose Jinggoy Estra- 
da and Atty. Edward Serapio. 

WHEREFORE, in view of all the fore 
ing, judgment is hereby rendered in Crim- 
inal Case No. 26558 finding the accused, 
former President Joseph Ejercito Estrada, 
GUILTY beyond reasonabie doubt of the 
crime of PLUNDER defined in and penal- 
ized by Republic Act No. 7080, as amend- 
ed. 


‘On the other hand, for failure of the 
prosecution to prove and establish their 
guilt beyond reasonable doubt, the Court 
finds the accused Jose Jinggoy” Estrada 
and Atty. Edward S. Serapio NOT GUILTY 
of the crime of plunder, and accordingly, 
the Court hereby orders their ACQUIT- 
TAL 

‘The penalty imposable for the crime of 
plunder... is Reclusion Perpetua to Death. 
‘There being no aggravating or mitigating 
circumstances, however, the lesser penalty 
shall be applied in accordance with Article 
63 of the Revised Penal Code. 

‘Accordingly, accused former President 
Joseph Ejercito Estrada is hereby sen- 
tenced to suffer the penalty of Reclusion 
Perpetua and the accessory penalties of 
civil interdiction during the period of sen- 
tence and perpetual absolute disqualifica- 
tion. 


‘SO ORDERED. 

TERESITA J. LEONARDO-DE CASTRO 
Presiding Justice 

Chairperson 

FRANCISCO H. VILLARUZ, JR. 
Associate Justice 

DIOSDADO M. PERALTA 

Associate Justice 
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‘Catch’ on cyber 
education deal 


Opposition solon cites poor 
facilities in target schools 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


AT LEAST 7,000 SCHOOLS 
around the country stand to 
benefit from the controversial 
P26.48-billion Cyber Education 
Project (CEP). But here's the 
catch: How do you introduce 
cutting-edge satellite technolo- 
gyin schools that have yet to ex- 
perience the simple comfort of 
electricity? 

Opposition Rep. Rufus Ro- 
driguez raised the matter in a 
privilege speech yesterday, 
questioning the lack of tran: 
parency, practicality and gener- 
al logic of the Department of 
Education’s Cyber project that 
will be set up by a Chinese com- 
pany with loans from China's 
Exim Bank. 

“It’s a veritable white ele- 
phant,” he said of the multimil- 
lion-dollar project cornered by 

n “obscure Chinese company 
identified as Tsinghua Tongfang 
Nuctech Co.” 

In fact, “this will be the 
biggest of all white elephants,” 
he later added in an interview 
with Inqumer, referring to big 

+ projects that turn out to be un- 
workable. 


During the House budget 
hearings yesterday, Energy Sec- 
retary Angelo Reyes admitted 
that his department was not 
consulted on the CEP 

Asked by Rodriguez. if DepEd 
proceeded with the CEP with- 
out coordinating with the agen- 
cy, he replied: 

"Im certain that anybody 
who talks about (the) cyber 
(education) project will have to 
wory about electrification,” 
Reyes said. 

In his speech, Rodriguez said a 
natural solution to the powerless 
recipient-schools would be the 
purchase of 7,000 generators. 

“Imagine buying 7,000 gen 
erators and installing them in 
far-flung areas in the country. 
The cost for the acquisition of 
these generators is not included 
in the project cost,” he noted. 

Giting the minutes of the 
meeting of the Joint Investment 
Coordination Committee last 
March 19, Rodriguez said the 
CEP would benefit a total of 
37,794 elementary and high 
schools outside of first-and sec 
ond-class cities. 

‘An additional 4,282 elemen 
tary and high schools belonging 


to first- and second-class cities 
would also be covered by a simi- 
larly controversial program, the 
National Broadband Network 
project, said the lawmaker. 

Rodriguez said the $460-mil- 
lion (or P26.48-billion) CEP 
was to be made possible, pri- 
marily by a “concessional” loan 
of P22.77 billion from China. 
The remainder of P3.71 billion 
was to be shouldered by the 
Philippine government. 

With the amount, he said the 
CEP easily dwarfed the $329- 
million national broadband 
project cornered by China's ZTE 
Corp. 

Over the next five years, he 
said the government would 
spend P3.3 billion for the main- 
tenance and operating costs of 
the CEP By the sixth year, he 
said, the DepEd would need to 
acquire an additional P600-mil- 
lion budget to sustain the pro- 
gram. 

“The socio-economic analysis 
of the CEP does not show any 
benefit. The completely secre- 
tive and suspicious handling of 
the CEP deal can not be tolerat- 
ed,” he said in his privilege 
speech, 
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OUTGOING ENVOY 


President Macapagal-Arroyo puts on a sash on outgoing Japanese ambassador Ryuichiro Yamazaki 
whom she awarded the Order of Sikatuna with Rank of Datu inside the Music Room of Malacafiang 
Palace during his farewell call yesterday. It was Ms Arroyo's first appointment of the day after the 
‘Sandiganbayan handed down its verdict on the plunder case against former President Joseph 


Estrada. 


Senate told: 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS 
asked the Senate to comment 
on a petition from two retired 
Court of Appeals justices seek- 
ing to stop the chamber's inves. 
tigation into the “Hello Garci” 
controversy involving wire- 
tapped conversations of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo that 
supposedly show the Presi- 
dent's alleged involvement in 
election cheating 

The high court has given the 
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Answer ex-justices’ bid 


Senate 15 days from Tuesday to 
comment on the petition of re- 
tired justices Santiago Ranada 
and Oswaldo Agcaoili. 

In their Sept. 6 petition, Rana- 
da and Agcaoili said the Senate 
probe, which has already started 
though the wiretapped tape has 
yet to be played, would violate 
the Anti-Wiretapping Law, or Re- 
public Act 4200. 

They also said the Senate in- 
vestigation was not in order as 
the rules of procedure neces- 
sary for the conduct of inquiries 


in aid of legislation have not yet 
been published. 

‘The retired justices asked for 
a temporary restraining order 
and an eventual permanent in- 
junction against the Senate in- 
vestigation. 

Ranada and Agcaoili, who filed 
the case as concemed citizens, 
taxpayers and members of the In 
tegrated Bar of the Philippines, 
said legislative inquiries that vio- 
late the laws, human rights and 
the Constitution should not be al- 
lowed to continue. 


they were in 2001 when 
Estrada was arrested. 


But the crowd of supporters 
‘was not as thick. 

Pro-Estrada forces trooped to 
the streets yesterday in Quezon 
City, Makati, San Juan City and 
other areas, but they were far 
from the 5,000-strong the orga- 
nizers had vowed to mobilize. 

Tn San Juan City, where Estra- 
da launched his political career, 
close to 100 people held a noise 
barrage at around noon, hours 
after the Sandiganbayan found 
him guilty of plunder. 

They carried banners that said 
“Not Guilty, Palayain si Erap 
(Free Erap),” shouted pro-Estra- 
da slogans and banged on metal 
posts, pots and pans with stones 
to show their indignation over 
the fate of the city’s beloved son. 

At city hall, all employees 
were glued to television sets in 
the morning. After the verdict 
was read, some were teary-eyed 
and all were glum. 

Several opposition figures, 
under the group Friends of Erap, 
held a Mass and a press briefing 
at Club Filipino later in the day 
to denounce the verdict and to 
express their continued support 
for Estrada, who was ordered to 
remain under house arrest in his 
Tanay, Rizal villa. 

“President Estrada has been 
convicted in a puppet court 
whose strings directly connect to 
Malacafiang,” said Armida Sigu- 
ion Reyna said, reading the 
‘group's statement. 

Linggoy Aleuaz, spokesperson 
of Estrada's Puwersa ng Masang 
Pilipino party, said the public 
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By Kristine L. Alave, DJ Yap and Jeannette I. Andrade 
THE EMOTIONS WERE JUST AS INTENSE AS 


former President Joseph 


would not accept the guilty ver- 
dict. He added that the opposi- 
tion had planned several mass 
actions all over Metro Manila. 

Thousands of the deposed 
leader's loyalists converged at 
the heart of the Makati central 
business district in the afternoon 
to express their indignation over 
Estrada’s conviction. 

But a sudden downpour soon 
thinned the crowd at the inter- 
section of Ayala Avenue and 
Paseo de Roxas Street, causing 
them to disperse after a two 
hour-program, highlighted by a 
speech from Mayor Jejomar Bi- 
nay. 

‘Also the United Opposition 
president, Binay said the Estrada 
conviction added fuel to the 
brewing pot of scandals and 
controversies that had marked 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
administration. 

“If you have to compare it to 
the ZTE broadband deal, the Er- 
ap case is peanuts. If the Erap 
case is plunder, the ZTE deal is 
super plunder,” Binay said. 

Makati police chief, Supt 
Gilbert Cruz, estimated the 
crowd at 2,500, mostly from the 
PDP-Laban Party, of which Binay 
is national president. 

The downpour, which lasted 
for most of the aftemoon, also 
dampened the enthusiasm of 
around 100 residents of Parola 
Compound in Tondo, Manila, 
who had gathered to stage a 
noise barrage at 3 p.m. 

Another group of supporters 
also staged a protest at the 


Erap conviction forebodes ill for GMA 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 
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SE diehards protest guilty verdict 


Reduced in number but still fiercely loyal to idol, uss show objection 


SUPPORTERS of former President Joseph Estrada march on the streets of Makati Gy after he was found 
guilty of plunder while an Erap look-alike (inset) joins another group of protesters on Commonwealth 


Avenue in Quezon City. 


Mabuhay Rotunda near the 
boundary of Manila, 

There was no rally, however, 
in Mendiola after Manila Mayor 
Alfredo Lim turned down sever- 
al groups’ applications to hold 
protests in the area. 

Reporters, meanwhile, spot- 
ted “Erap” mingling freely with 
members of the Oust Gloria 
Movement on the northbound 
lane of Commonwealth Avenue 
in Quezon City. 

Although he sported the same 
sideburns, a paunch and Estra- 
da's trademark orange wrist- 
band, this man was not the de- 
posed president who at that time 
was waiting for justices of the 
court's special division to pass 
judgement on him. 

Romeo Mago, 57, told the In- 
Quer that he was one of the 


original members of the Young 
Tigers’ Club organized by Estra- 
da and the late Fernando Poe Jt., 
in the late 1980s. 

Tt was not only “Erap” who 
stole the thunder from the pro- 
Estrada speakers at the 
makeshift stage on Common- 
wealth Avenue. “Zorro” also 
strode into the middle of the 
crowd of 700 and displayed the 
bravado of the Mexican myth. 

Clad in full body tights with 
“Palayain si Erap (Free Erap)” 
stickers, a cape swirling behind 
him, a Mexican hat marked 
“Zorro” and a mask, Zorro chal- 
Jenged a phalanx of laughing an- 
tiriot policemen to a fight by 
standing before them with his 
hands on his waist. 

In front of the Sandigan- 
bayan, several Estrada support- 
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ers put on a show to the amuse- 
ment of members of media. 

A woman shouted in Filipino, 
“Why are you doing this to me? 
‘Am I not the one on trial? All T 
wants the truth! Come out with 
the truth!” 

‘At one point, she grabbed the 
microphone from Puerto Prince- 
sa Edward Hagedorn who was 
being interviewed by a televi- 
sion crew. 

There was also 34-year-old 
Luisito Nabong Iguico who 
claimed to be the long ‘ost son of 
Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago. 
“My name is Tisoy. I am the real 
son of the senator whose real 
name is Jovita Nabong Iguico,” 
the man, clad in a tattered T- 
shirt, told the media, With Ken- 
neth M. del Rosario, Tarra V. 
Quismundo and Tina G. Santos 
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Man loses van to thief 
ACALL center agent lost his vehi- 
cle to an unidentified thief in 
Barangay Pinagkaisahan, Quezon 
City, at dawn yesterday. Cesar 
Basen, 27, told the police that he 
was awakened by the sound of 
‘someone starting the engine of his 
Isuzu Crosswind (license plate ZBL 
610) at 4:30 a.m. He ran outside 
his house only to find his van gone. 
Kenneth M. del Rosario 


Ayala Center hotline 
ONGOING and upcoming changes 
in Ayala Center guarantee a better 
‘shopping and entertainment expe- 
rience with new and reconfigured 
mall areas, better located transport 
terminals and more accessible 
parking slots. Shoppers can call up 
the Ayala Center hotline 7060618 
between 8 a.m. and 10 p.m. forthe 
latest information on the center like 
the location of taxi bays or trans- 
port terminals. They can even re- 
port their own observations or ex- 
periences such as traffic snags and 
security concerns. 


QHS Class "Bi reunion 
MEMBERS of Quirino High School 
Class of 1982 will have a grand re- 
union on Sept. 22, Saturday, at the 
Daza Park and Recreation Center 
in Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 
The silver homecoming celebra- 
tion called “Beinte Singko na po 
kami" will be held from 3 p.m. un- 
til midnight. Tickets are priced at 
P500 each and entitle the holder 
to merienda, dinner and a raffle 
ticket. For more information, 
please call Cecil at 9118790, Lea 
(0919-4881300), Rodrigo (0919- 
5883881), Revelyn (0917- 
8031209) and Jennifer (0917- 
8439348). 


THE CONVICTION OF FORMER PRESI- 
dent Erap of plunder shows that once in a 
while some judges in this country know 
how to render a just verdict. 

But why “once in a 
while?” Because justice in 
this country usually favors 


ON 


the rich and the influential, 
Seng TARGET 
what the public dictates. Ramon 


In other words, some 
judges can be bought or Tulfo akj fo 
swayed by others in decid- 

ing cases. 

In the case of Erap, the Sandiganbayan 
justices rendered the “guilty” verdict despite 
pressure from his legions of supporters. 

The results of a recent survey showed 
most people wanted Erap acquitted, given a 
lighter sentence or pardoned if found guilty. 

But the Sandiganbayan magistrates were 
not swayed by the immense popularity of 
the person they were trying for plunder, an 
offense so grievous that the sentence is life 
imprisonment. 

We should all congratulate the Sandigan- 
bayan justices for upholding the rule of law 
instead of the rule of the mob. 

The conviction of a former head of 
state has set a precedent and forebodes 
ill for the present leader. 

If Erap, whose popularity with the 
masses closely follows that of Ramon 
Magsaysay’s, could be sent to prison, 
there’s no telling President Gloria, the 
second most hated Chief Executive next 
to Ferdinand Marcos, might suffer the 
same fate. 

GMA has been accused of many wrong- 
doings. 

But she has been able to brush away all 
the accusations because she has the back- 

ing of the House of Representatives or be- 
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cause the citizenry has been overcome by 
“people power” fatigue. 

Still, the specter of going to jail for her 
alleged misdeeds will continue to haunt 
Ms Arroyo long after she 
leaves office. 

A leader who receives 
much flak from critics gets 

inured to criticisms. 
President Gloria has 
been criticized too often 
and too much that she no 
longer cares about what the press and the 
public say about her. 

A Palace insider told me that in the early 
days of her presidency, GMA was very con- 
cerned about adverse publicity. 

“But now, Mon, she no longer gives a s**t 
what the media say. She's gone over the 
biggest hump, which was the ‘Hello Garci 
(scandal). All the rest is just a minor bump 
on the road,” said the Palace functionary. 

‘There's a term for that: Callous. 


Voting 8-7, the Supreme Court has tem- 
porarily stopped the implementation of 
the $329-million contract for the Nation- 
al Broadband Network (NBN) project 
‘which has allegedly been attended by al- 
leged bribery and overprice. 

The government officials who report- 
edly benefited from the deal will be 
forced to return the kickbacks they re- 
ceived from the Chinese government. 

‘There's no problem with the “big play- 
ers” who can easily get money from many 
sources of corruption. 

But what about the small fry who have 
already spent their share of the money? 

When this administration is gone, the 
identities of the NBN players, including 
the “Small One” and the “Big One,” will 
be revealed. 


ege Ce 


S DiD You KNOW ij 


THE UNIVERSITY of the Philippines Institute of Islamic Studies was created on Nov. 22, 
1973 by Ferdinand Marcos’ Presidential Decree No. 342. The institute was part of the UP's 
Philippine Center for Advanced Studies (PCAS). 

In 1979, Executive Order No. 543 abolished the PCAS and reestablished the institute of 
Islamic Studies as a separate unit of the university. The institute aims to create a deeper 
understanding between Muslims and the rest of the community. 
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Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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Shinzo Abe 


Resigned as 
prime minister 

of Japan 
Wednesday 


‘Graduated in law from 
Soke) University, Tokyo 


Elected to parliament 
Appointed deputy chief 


‘cabinet secretary, his first 
job on the national stage 


Secretary general of 
Uboral Democratic Party 


Appointed chiet 
cabinet secretary 


Wins party elections and 
succeeds Junichiro Koizumi 
as leader of the LDP 


“Appointed primo minister 
aher pariamentary vote 


"e AFP 


TOKYO—JAPANESE PRIME MINIS- 
ter Shinzo Abe resigned on Wednes- 
day after less than a year in power, 
falling victim to a string of scandals 
that hampered his reform agenda 
and sent his popularity plummet- 
ing. 

The conservative 52-year-old, the 
youngest Japanese leader in modem 
times and the first to be bom after 
World War Il, came to office pledging 
to restore the nation’s pride and 
rewrite the pacifist constitution. 

‘But a series of gaffes and scandals 
cost his ruling party control of the up- 
per house of parliament in July, and 
‘Abe conceded that the resurgent op- 
position had made it impossible for 
him to do his job. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Kaoru 
Yosano, the govemment’s top 
spokesperson, also alluded to health 
issues that may have been partly be- 
hind Abe's decision to step down. 
Abe's position had looked increas- 
ingly precarious as he struggled to 
persuade the opposition to back 
reform agenda and an extension of a 
controversial mission in support of 
US-led forces in Afghanistan. 

“I have made my utmost efforts 
with my belief that we should not stop 
reforms. But unfortunately, the party 
cannot hold talks with the opposition 
party because I am the prime minis- 
ter” a visibly emotional Abe said. 
‘Abe said he had instructed his Lib- 
eral Democratic Party (LDP) to pick a 
successor “as soon as possible.” The 
pany will likely hold an election to 
chose anew leader on Sept. 19, public 
broadeaster NHK reported. 


NEW DAWN FOR ETHIOPIA 


Millenr 


People light fires to celebrate the approach of the Ethiopian 

imat a stadium in Addis Ababa, Sept. I. Soldiers stood 
guard, partygoers changed into national costume, and goats were 
slaughtered in the countdown to Ethiopia's celebrations to ringin 
the new Millennium seven years after the rest of the world. zs 


Shinzo Abe, 


Japan’s 


defeated ideologue 


‘TOKYO—WHEN HE TOOK OFFICE 
last year, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
was the face of a new Japan—young, 
assertive and on a mission to roll back 
the legacy of World War Il defeat. 

But for many of the voters who de- 
serted his party, Abe's scandal-plagued 
goverment came to symbolize not 
change but the dirty, rough-and-tumble 
‘backroom politics of earlier generations. 

‘The 52-year-old, who announced his 
resignation on Wednesday in the face of 
plunging approval ratings, was rocked 
by incessant scandals involving his cabi- 
net, with several ministers quitting and 
another committing suicide. 

It all was supposed to turn out quite 
differently. 

‘A third-generation politician, the mild- 
mannered Abe was groomed from birth 
for the job by his elite, conservative family. 


H 


JAPAN'S Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
leaves the podium after announcing his 
resignation ata nationally televised 
press conference in Tokyo Wednesday. ae 


Possible successors are believed to 
inelude Taro Aso—the LDP secretary 
general and former foreign minister 
known for his blunt, conservative 
views—and former chief cabinet sec- 
retary Yasuo Fukuda, seen as a safe 
pair of hands. 

‘Opposition leader Ichiro Ozawa of 
the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) 
has vowed to use his blocs newfound 
power in parliament to fight the Indi- 
an Ocean mission, which provides re- 
fueling support for US-led forces in 
Afghanistan. 

Ozawa said that Abe's resignation 
would not soften his partys opposi- 
tion to the mission, which polls show 
is unpopular with voters. 

“Our thoughts will not change just 
because the head of the LDP 
changes,” he told reporters. 
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will 


favor 


on the 


Supreme Court libel ruling in 


Suharto which ordered the US 

| weekly to pay more than $100 
million in damages and print 
apologies, Time's lawyer said 
on Tuesday. 


George W. Bush on Thursday is 
expected to announce a cut of 
30,000 soldiers from Iraq by next 
July in an address to Americans 


Jevels in the war-torn country. 
| Bush's 
speech follows two days of testi- 


quences, 
The Iraq war is a pivotal issue 


His grandfather, Nobusuke Kishi, was 
a World War Il cabinet member and was 
briefly jailed as a war criminal. Kishi lat- 
er became a post-war prime minister 
and risked his career to build a new al- 
lance with the United States. 

In September, Abe became the na- 
tion's first premier born after the war 
and the youngest in post-war times. He 
vowed a new era was upon Japan. 

Japanese media initially likened his 
style to that ofa US president, with cam- 
eras zooming in on how he would walk 
hand-in-hand with his wife Akie—un- 
usual in a country where politicians 
spouses rarely appear in public. 

With a slogan of building a “beautiful 
country” proud of its past, Abe quickly 
got to work on conservative causes such 
as rewriting the pacifist constitution im- 
posed by Washington after the war. AFP 


Japan’s Abe quits 
as prime minister 


The laws authorizing the mission 
are set to expire on Nov. 1, so pro- 
longed wrangling could force Japan 
to briefly suspend the operation even 
if the ruling party eventually rams the 
required legislation through parlia- 
ment. 

‘The United States has warned that 
a Japanese withdrawal would dam- 
age relations between the long-stand- 
ing allies, and analysts say Abe's resig- 
nation won'thelp matters. 

“How can the United States expect 
strong commitment from such a frail 
leadership?” said Takehiko Yamamo- 
to, a professor of political science at 
Waseda University. 

‘Abe suffered an election drubbing 
in July when rural voters deserted the 
LDP in droves, failing to relate to the 
prime ministers ideological agenda, 
which focused on building Japan's 
global standing and rewriting the con- 
stitution. 

‘The opposition instead cam- 
paigned on bread-and-butter con- 
‘ems such as mismanagement of the 
pension system and income inequali- 
ty, leading to its upper house victory. 

Four of Abe's cabinet ministers re- 
signed under a cloud of scandal, and a 
fifth committed suicide. 

In the end the pressure from within 
his party apparently became too 
much in the face of record low ap- 
proval ratings and calls from back- 
benchers to stand down after the elec- 
tion defeat. 

“Abe's sudden resignation was like- 
ly triggered by a policy coup d'etat in- 
side the LDP” said Robert Feldman, an 
‘economist at Morgan Stanley. AFP 


fight an Indonesian 


of former President 


e divisive issue of US troop 


nationally televised 


A‘TRIBUTE IN LIGHT’ 


the Sept. | 1,2001 terror attacks. 


US remembers Sept. 11 
terror attacks in silence 


NEW YORK—AMERICANS STOOD IN 
silence to remember the nearly 3,000 
people killed in the Sept. 11 attacks on 
Tuesday as Osama bin Laden resurfaced 
to praise the suicide hijackers who car- 
ried them out six years ago to the day. 

New Yorkers observed silent moments at 
the very times jets crashed into the World 
‘Trade Center towers and when each tower 
collapsed. Ceremonies took place also at 
the Pentagon and at a Pennsylvania field 
where the third and fourth planes crashed. 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates vowed 
revenge on anyone who might attack the 
United States. 

“The enemies of America, the enemies of 
our values and our liberty, will never again 
rest easy for we will hunt them down re- 
lentlessly and without reservation,” he said 
in Washington outside the section of the 
Pentagon that was struck, 

Bin Laden, the al-Qaida leader behind 
the attacks, defied the United States with a 
new audiotape. On it, he praised “the 19 
champions” who hijacked the US planes 
and crashed them. 

In New York, bagpipes played, accompa- 
nied by a steady drum beat, ina parkneigh- 
boring the former disaster site known as 


iumminates the night sky over lower Manhattan near Ground 
Zero at the World Trade Center site, on Sept. I in New York, on the sixth anniversary of 


D 


Ground Zero, which is now a busy construc- 
tion zone. Church bells pealed to mark the 
moment. 

“six years have passed, and our place is 
stil by your side,” New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg told the gathered family and 
friends of those who died. 

Rain fell on the somber ceremony, where 
many wore funereal black to remember the 
2,750 killed when the towers fell. Their 
names were read aloud, taking hours, in 
what has become an annual tradition. 

Tnall, 2,993 people died, including the 19 
hijackers. 

President George W. Bush, Vice President 
Dick Cheney and their wives led a moment 
of silence on the White House lawn at 8:46 
am, when the first plane struck in New 
York. 

About 200 Republican and Democratie 
lawmakers gathered, as they did on the 
night of the attacks, on the steps of the US 
Capitol, and sang “God Bless America” on 
Monday night. 

“Six years ago, Republicans and 
Democrats stood united on these steps, and 
we stand united again today,” House of Rep- 
resentatives Republican Leader John 
Boehner of Ohio said. Reuters 


me magazine to fi 


JAKARTA—TIME MAGAZINE 


which has urged more time for 
the current 
boosting troops to 160,000 from 
its prior level of around 130,000 
earlier this year. 

US media reported that Bush is 
expected to say that troop num- 
bers could rerum to the pre-surge 


The US president, who is to 
speak for around 15 minutes 


said. 


“surge” strategy 


ground. 


“All attempts to fight corruption 
are being demolished by this 
Supreme Cours judgment,” he 


‘The Supreme Court “found the 
artide has damaged the reputation 
and honor of the grand general of 
the Indonesian armed forces and 
former President of indonesia,” 


vowed to base his decisions 
about Iraq on the recommenda- 
tions of military leaders on the 


But more than four years after 
the US-led invasion, Americans 
see an Iraq gripped by violence, 
sectarian strife and political cor- 


‘war, with more than 3,700 US 
soldiers and tens of thousands of 


ght Suharto libel ruling 


ly Time but also the freedom of 
the press,” he said, adding that he 
and the magazine had not been 
notified formally of the verdict. 
‘Time, owned by Time Warner 
Inc, published a May 1999 cover 
story alleging Suharto and his 
family had amassed a fortune of 
around $15 billion, including $9 


“Time has not received any no- 
tification from the court regard- 
ing a judgment, so we are unable 
to comment at this time,” 
spokesperson Michelle Shao said 
in an e-mail to Reuters. 

Tn its 1999 story “Suharto Inc.,” 
‘Time wrote that a four-month in- 
vestigation by its correspondents 


“We will use all means avail- billion in an Austrian bank ac- Supreme Court spokesperson covering 11 countries found six of 

able to challenge this decision,” count. Nurhadi said on Monday. Suharto's children owned signifi 

4 Todung Mulya Lubis told a news Lubis said the court ruling was “The lower level courts have cant stakes in at least 564 compa- 

conference regarding the a setback for reform of the coun- wrongly applied the law, therefore nies in Indonesia, and their over- 

| ‘Supreme Court finding, which be- pre judiciary, rated by anti-graft their decisions have been annulled.” seas interests included hundreds 

‘came public on Monday. watchdogs as one of the institu- A spokesperson for Time in Hong of other firms from the United 

“What is at stake here isnoton- tions most prone to corruption. Kong declined to comment. States to Uzbekistan. Reuters 
Bush to announce troop cuts in Iraq 

WASHINGTON—US PRESIDENT for the Bush administration, Thursday at 9 bm, has Jong Iraqis killed since March 2003 


and halfa trillion dollars spent. 
Sixty-one percent of nearly 
2,700 US adults surveyed online 
ka month by the Harris Poll 
group said they felt Bush was 
“too eager” when he sent US 
troops into Iraq in March 2003, 
while two-thirds gave Bush bad 


Tony to lawmakers this week by level by July 2008, when just six ruption—far from the ideal mod- marks for his handling of the con- 
the top US military commander months remain of his presidency, d of democracy in the Middle ict over the past few months 

in Iraq, Gen. David Petraeus, who leaving the next stage of the con- East that Bush had touted. According to another poll by 
wamed an early withdrawal fict up to his successor amid a Anger is also rising over the ABC News and the Washington 
would have “devastating” conse- heated race forthe White House. human and material cost of the Post, 5S percent want to see 


troops 
spring. 


come home by next 
AFP 
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‘ANKARA—POLICE THWARTED A MASSIVE 
bomb attack in Ankara, finding and defusing 
more than 600 kilograms of explosives 
found packed into a minibus parked near a 
marketplace, authorities said. 

Bomb experts said the materials found 
on Tuesday were similar to those seized in 
the past from Kurdish separatists. Turkey 
has accused Kurdish rebels of smuggling 
hundreds of pounds of explosives into the 
country from neighboring Iraq, where the 
guerrillas have been based for decades. 
Turkey is pressuring Iraq and the United 
States to crack down on the group in Iraq, 
threatening to do the job itself if others do 
not. 

If authorities determine that rebels be- 
longing to the separatist Kurdistan Workers 
Party, or PKK, were behind the plot, that 
could fuel debate about whether to stage a 
cross-border offensive to eliminate the 
threat—despite strong objections from the 
United States and Iraq against such a uni- 
lateral military move. 

The guerrillas have staged numerous 
bombings and suicide attacks in the past 
but the bomb discovered on Tuesday was 
the largest ever. 


New bomb threats in Mexico 
MEXICO CITY—A leftist rebel group claimed re- 
sponsibility on Tuesday for bomb attacks on Mex- 
ican oil and gas pipelines earlier this week, and 
threatened more assaults against the state-owned 
oil company. Blasts at six pipelines on Monday 
disrupted oil and gas supplies, forced thousands 
from their homes and caused hundreds of mil- 
tions of dollars in damage to oll monopoly Pemex 
and other businesses. No one was injured. It was 
the second such attack in two months and the 
Popular Revolutionary Army, or EPR, rebel group 
said it planned more. The group accuses the gov- 
ernment of secretly abducting two of its guerrilla 
organizers. Reuters 


Zimbabwe archbishop resigns 
HARARE—Zimbabwean Catholic Archbishop 
Pius Ncube, an outspoken critic of President 
Robert Mugabe, resigned on Tuesday, two 
months after being sued for adultery in a case 
which he called a vicious government-backed at- 
tack. The 60-year-old cleric, head of the southern 
Bulawayo archdiocese since 1997, said in a state- 
ment he was resigning to protect the Church but 
would defend himself against the adultery 
charges in court. “I wrote to the Pope within days 
of what was obviously a state-driven, vicious at- 
‘tack not just on myself but by proxy on the 
Catholic Church in Zimbabwe,” Ncube said. The 
‘Vatican said in a one-sentence statement that 
Pope Benedict had accepted Ncube’s resignation 
under an article of Church law which covers cler- 
‘gy who can no longer perform their duties for 
health reasons. ‘Reuters 


Megawati eyes presidency anew 
JAKARTA—Former Indonesian President 
Megawati Sukarnoputri has said she is ready to 
stand in the 2009 presidential elections, a mem- 
ber of her party said on Tuesday. She made the 
announcement on Monday at a national congress 
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‘The governor's office said police found 
sacks of bomb-making materials, including 
chemicals and gas canisters connected to a 
mobile phone—the method often used by 
Kurdish rebels in roadside bomb attacks 
against troops in the country’s Kurdish- 
dominated southeast near the Iraqi border. 
The type of the chemicals was not re- 
vealed. 

“A possible disaster has been prevented,” 
Gov. Kemal Onal told reporters. 

Sniffer dogs led officers to the blue 
minibus parked in a multilevel parking lot 
just meters from a food market, authorities 
said. Turkey, an ally of the United States in 
the fight against terrorism, had increased 
security on Tuesday, the sixth anniversary 
ofthe Sept. 11 attacks on the US. 

‘The van's license plate had been stolen 
from another vehicle, and the owner had 
tipped off police about the theft, te state- 
run Anatolia news agency said. 

A witness said an unidentified man had 
parked the minibus there at around 6 a.m., 
saying he was bringing goods to sell at the 
market, Anatolia reported. 

Police evacuated houses. and cordoned 
off the area while explosives experts spent 


attended by 16,000 members of the Indonesian 
Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P), the coun- 
trys second largest political group, said party offi- 
cial Budiman Sudjatmiko. “Megawatis vision is 
for economic and politcal independence. itis with 
this vision that Megawati expressed her readiness 
to be nominated,” Sudjatmiko told Reuters. 
Megawati, the tacitum daughter of Indonesia's 
founding president Sukarno, took over from Ab- 
durrahman Wahid in 2001 after he was sacked as 
president by the national assembly for incompe- 
tence. Reuters 


China plans major air raid drill 
BEIJING—China is to hold a major air raid drill in 
‘Shanghai, the likely target of Taiwan missiles in 
the event of conflict, a sign the countrys leader- 
ship still views war as a possibility with the island 
it claims as its own. Saturday's drill will coincide 
with a rally in Taiwan's Kaohsiung city at which the 
ruling Democratic Progressive Party will try to 
mobilize one million people to demonstrate sup- 
port for the island's frustrated bid for membership 
of the United Nations. Many security analysts see 
‘the Taiwan Strait, the 180-km (110-mile) stretch of 
water between China and its tiny neighbor, as one 
of the most dangerous flashpoints in Asia. Reuters 


Syria protests Israeli air strike 
UNITED NATIONS—Syria protested to the United 
Nations about Israel's reported air strike against its 
territory, accusing the Jewish state of aggression 
and “flagrant violation” of its airspace, according 
to a letter circulated on Tuesday. Syria on Thurs- 
day accused Israel of the bombing and said it was 
able to respond to the Jewish state's “aggression 
and treachery.” Israel has declined to comment on 
the charge. In the letter to Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon and UN Security Council members, Syr- 
ia's UN ambassador, Bashar Ja'afari, said Israeli 
aircraft, as they departed, “dropped some muni- 
tions but without managing to cause any human 
casualties or material damage.” ‘Reuters 
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Massive bomb attack foiled in Turkey 


AE 


since 1984. Tens of thousands of 
people have been killed in the cam- 
paign against the government. 

‘Turkey, a predominantly Muslim 
but secular country, isa key Nato al- 
ly, It supports US operations in 
Afghanistan and Iraq through the 
Incirlik Air Base in the southern 
part of the country, one of the most 
important US military bases in the 
region. 


three hours defusing the bomb, Po- 
lice Chief Ercument Yilmaz said. 

In May, a suicide bombing in one 
of Ankara’s busiest markets killed 
six people and wounded dozens 
more. 

‘That bombing was blamed on the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party, but the 
group denied involvement. 

Kurdish rebels have been fighting 
for autonomy for Turkey's Kurds 


Homegrown Islamic militants 
are also active in Turkey. 

Suicide bombers linked to al-Qai- „- 
da hit Istanbul in 2003 with truck =: 
bombs containing ammonium ni- 
trate-based bombs, killing 58 peo- 
ple in attacks that targeted two syn- 
agogues, the British Consulate and =* 
a British bank. In February, a court > 
sentenced seven people to life in? 
prison for the bombings. 


Turn your land into the dream busine: 
you've always wanted to put up. 


BIS KN Drean e 


Whatever your dream may be, you can now fulfill it with BPI Family Savings Bank LIVE YOUR DREAM Credit Line. 
Apply for a Live Your Dream Credit Line using the following collaterals: 


SS 


A» without having to sell your assets! 


mme 


+ Highly marketable real estate properties 
+ Traded club shares accredited by the bank 
+ PSE-listed shares of stock accredited by the bank 


+ Deposits with any branch of BPI, BPI Family Savings 
Bank or BPI Direct Savings Bank 

+ Investment Funds/Placements with BPI Asset 
‘Management and Trust Group (AMTG) 

+ Government Securities 


Use your Live Your Dream Credit Line for the dream business you've always wanted, for the dream vacation 
you've been planning for, for your child's education, or for stock market opportunities. 


‘The Live Your Dream Credit Line conveniently comes with a checkbook for easy availment. It allows you to pay 
interest only for the number of days that you actually use the facility. Monthly payments for the principal are not 
required. You may pay any availment anytime, fully or partially, as your cash flow permits. 


Start fulfilling your dreams with Live Your Dream Credit Line! 


For more information, call 754-6596 or 69-100, log on to bpiexpressonline.com 
or visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 
Provincial Business Centers: Pampanga (045) 961-8378, San Pablo (049) 562-3711. 


Lipa (043) 757-1000, Cebu (032) 231-3395, Davao (082) 235-3558 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Bal startad on lonrorren 


BPI Family Savings Bank will help 
you do just that: "Live your Dream." 

While most existing loans in banks 
have very specific market and 
products, "Live Your Dream Credit 
Une allows you to make the most of 
what you need. 

BPI's senior vice president for 
marketing, Nita Ciaravall said this 
product has been gaining demand 
overthe last 2 years. 

“Live Your Dream Credit Line can 
be classified as a multipurpose loan 
and can be spent at your own time 
and need,” she said. 

Being the No. 1 consumer bank in 
the country, BPI Family Savings Bank 
is always in touch with what a family 
needs. 

Live your Dream Credit Line is a 
secured, all-purpose credit facility 
providing instant cash for business, 
investments, education, or personal 
consumption, 

“It can be a good tool for existing 
businesses," Ciaravall explains."if 
you want to expand your business, 
want to hire more people, want to 
double the production, need funds for 


it's about time 
to live your dream 


In a world where opportunities abound, there shouldn't be any reason 
not to take the ones that come to you. Dreams are meant to come true. 
You have to find ways to reach for your goal and just make it happen. 


salaries or as working capital, the 
Live your Dream Credit Line is the 
most convenient way in doing those 
things.” 

Live Your Dream Credit Line can 
give up to P20 milion as a stand-by 
credit. Clients of the bank who have a 
minimum deposit of P550,000 can al- 
ready avail themselves of this flexible 
credit line of up to P500,000. 

“instead of borrowing at higher in- 
terest rate, you can leverage it 
against your existing assets and ap- 
ply for a Live your Dream credit line,” 
Claravall said. 

The most convenient offering, one 
oniy has to write a check to avail of 
the line. The line is good for one year 
and is renewable in the event that itis 
not used within that period. 

When the facility is approved and 
documented, the bank will provide 
you with a checkbook with 50 checks. 
The minimum availment is P50,000 
while the maximum is the available 
credit line balance. 

The good thing about this is, inter- 
est rates will only be charged on the 
amount withdrawn and for the period 
itwas used. 

“You will not pay interest if you do 
not use your line,” said Antonio Abad, 


assistant vice president and 
department head of BPI Family 
Savings Bank. 


‘Although depositors with a mini- 
mum deposit already qualify for this 
line, other collaterals like real estate 
properties, club shares accredited by 
the bank, stock shares, investment 
funds with BPI Asset Management 
and Trust Group, and government 
securities are accepted. 

*Depositors can already enjoy this 
credit line loan after 2-3 days pro- 
cessing," said Abad. 

For other qualifying collaterals, BPI 
Family Savings Bank promises a 
turn-around-time of 2 to 3 weeks from 
the day the necessary requirements 
are submitted. 

if you are still not a client of BPI 
Family Savings Bank, you will soon 
become part of it because payment 
and other charges will be made by 
automatic debit from a Deposit 
Settlement Account. 

Live your Dream Credit Line opens 
your doors to other opportunities that 
you thought were not achievable. 
‘Sometimes, people don't see the need 
todo things that willbe good for them. 

“Even with our existing client base, 
most of them have enough deposit to 


either invest or buy something," 
Claravall said, “but instead of 
disposing of that money why not just 
avail of a credit line like the one we 
are now offering. 

"Don't withdraw or pre-terminate 
a deposit account during emergen- 
cies," she added. 

There is more end-beneft to the 
lent than they realize, Claraval said. 

"When you say multi-purpose loan, 
you don't see the need but when you 
specify the needs, you'll realize you 
needi.” 

At present, Live Your Dream is 
offered in Metro Manila and the major 
provincial cities. 
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SAN BEDA'S Pong Escobal barely avoids the baseline as he drives past Mapua’s Sean Co. The 
Lions avoided a playoff by ditching the Cardinals in the semifinals yesterday. _aucustostacnuz 


Lions, Knights 
seal title clash 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


SAN BEDA AND LETRAN BOTH TOOK THE EXPRESSWAY TO 
get to the finals last night. 

Showing composure and skill down the stretch, the league's top-ranked teams left 
their respective foes by the wayside to arrange a title showdown that last happened 
in the NCAA men’s basketball tournament 57 years ago. LIONS) A30 
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FOR STAYING POWER < 


waa in 


Assistant Editor Francis T.J, Ochoa 


val a dig ert, 


Restore 
More Than 


When you get your hair back, you 
get your life back, Why settle for being 
bald when you can get back a full 
head of natural, thick hair? With 
Svenson’s TRANSDERMAL COSMETIC 
RECONSTRUCTION (TCR) you'll be sure 
to get an effective, non-surgical, 
permanent solution that will bring 
back the hair you've lost. Seamless, transparent and: 
bonded to your scalp, no one will suspect you had a 
little “help” because it just looks natural. TCR is so 
secure, it won't restrict your lifestyle at all. You'll look’ 
younger, be more confident and feel more attractive, ` 7 
Call Svenson today for a FREE consultation. 


call 892-HAIR (4247) 
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BINONDO LABANG 
14/F Federal Tower Ap Citibank-Frabelle. 
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“234085 
TIF Keppel Centre 
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VAIN 
(Gp SPREE SERVICE 


It’s playtime! Go sporty. Get young. Get behind the wheels of the SUZUKI SWIFT, 
Take a cut away from the ordinary with its eye-catching looks, sparkling performance, 
nimble handling, and an upbeat interior that's as practical as it is stylish. 


Drive now and have some serious fun. 


S SUZU 
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2007 EDITORS’ PICKS 
Subcompact of the Year 


Wen, 
DEGCEN EE svasei arian 


— ‘Subcompact Sedan of the Year 
ërem 
TIN AUTO COMMONWEALTH SUZUICAUTOXALOOKAN ` SN ENN SON AUTO SHAN 
Prince Molar Coreraton eet besseren Corporalon Tho Shaw lor, 
wech EE veel Plaza Corp, 
SL SE 
SUZUKI AUTO eosa SUZUKI AUTO MAMLA BAY SUZURIALTO QUEZON AVE 
Pain Seles Corporation Sunny Motor Group, ne 


‘PROVINCIAL 
SUZIMIAUTOBACOLOD suzuki auro cesu 
Cabu Autocentata Corp. 


EH 


Wee Davao Corporation 
1002) 238-1540 7234.0000 
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(oao)atteorerats.1060 
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sam Moors 

108414723877 1 7974729058 
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Automall Molor Salas 
(cae 435.0288 


‘SUZUKI AUTO CABANATUAN 
Panes Motor Corporation 
(024) 4535248 483-0008, 


SUZUKI AUTO BAGUPAN 
Amianan Molor 
E 


DT TE 
oie Car Cor. 
1033) 92070201 500-2777 


‘SUZUKI AUTO ZAMBOANGA 
Seiten Inc. 

(ose) 991-492 91-126 
Www.suzuki.com.ph 
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Fernandos fire 
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SPORTS 


68s, share RP 
elims lead 


ILOILO—COUSINS AND NATIONAL 
teammates Anthony and Mark Fernando 
shot two-under par 68s to tie Paul 
Echavez for the lead yesterday at the 
start of the 36-hole stroke play qualifier 
of the 2007 Philippine Amateur champi- 
onship at the Hoilo Golf and Country 
Club here. 

Mark Femando, the Cangolf bet who 
shared top honors with Ferdie Aunzo in the 
recent RP team elims, gunned down six 
birdies against four bogeys in a 33-35 card 
under ideal playing condition at the par-70 
layout. 

‘Anthony Fernando, 24, nailed four birdies 
against two bogeys while Echavez canned 
five birdies, including a 24-footer on No. 3. 

Mike Bibat, bronze medalist in last year’s 
Asian Games who clinched the sixth and last 
berth in the national team, assembled a 69 
for fourth while defending champion and 
national team spearhead Jay Bayron carded 
a 71 for a share of fifth with Erwin Vinluan. 

Jhonnel Ababa and Aunzo groped for 
form and struggled with a 73 and 76, re- 
spectively, although they remain in the hunt 
for berths in the match play phase of this 
event conducted by the National Golf Asso- 


ciation of the Philippines. 

Daniel Sinfuego shot a 72 for joint sev- 
enth with Joseph Labajo, Tonton Asistio and 
Joey Huerva while Rufino Bayron, Dante 
Becierra and Gene Bondoc joined Ababa in 
11th place. 

Meanwhile, Carmelette Villaroman sput- 
tered with a 78 to fall four strokes behind 
Anya Tanpinco, who led the charge of the 
national bets sponsored by ICSTI in the 
ladies side with a 74. 

Chihiro Ikeda had a 77 for second while 
‘Sunshine Baraquiel, a Southwoods’ bet like 
Villaroman, shot a 79. Louise Manalo and 
Lora Roberto made 81 and 83, respectively. 

Earlier, lloilo Golf and Country Club presi- 
dent Frankie Locsin, IGCC vice president 
‘Mark Rivera and NGAP sec-gen Jun Galin- 
dez hit the ceremonial drives kicking off the 
five-day event held in conjunction 
with the centennial celebration of "Za 
the IGCC. 

The top 32 players in the men’s division 
and the top 16 in the women’s side after the 
36-hole stroke play elims will advance to the 
match play phase of the event sponsored by 
San Miguel Corp., Pepsi Cola, Generali Filip- 
inas and the Philippine Sports Commission. 
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ANTHONY Fernando (left): Hot start 
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Chinese bets 
top picks in 


| Asian chess 


OMT HOMLLADA 


Scotch Doubles 10-ball event starts Sept. 19 


‘THE PAIR OF JHAROME PENA 
and Jundel Mazon vows to put 
up a good fight in the first San 
Miguel Corporation Scotch 
Doubles 10-ball event slated 
Sept. 19-21 at the Metrowalk in 
Pasig City. 

‘The two rising players are dark 
horses in the tournament which 
will award P140,000 to the win- 
ning tandem. 

Tagged as favorites are double 
world champion Ronnie Alcano, 
Dennis Oreollo and Lee Vann 


Republic of the Priippines 
SENATE 
Pasay City 
INVITATION TO BID 


‘The Senate of the Phiopines invites ali G-EPS registered biddersisuppliors io apply for ebgbity and to bis 
con the folowing CY2008 service contacts and Other items 


DESCRIPTION 


Tam 


PROJECT T 
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NOW: 
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Newsoapers & Magaznes 
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Bhp 15.500 000hear Segen | 
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‘Supply of Fast-mowng tems, 
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b 
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Per consumption Pre 200.00 
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Photoccovne Machines i 
‘Supply of labor. materals. egen `" 
chemicals of various pes. & Other 
oncortant tems for Total Quakty 

Pest Control 


Php 180,0000year Php 200.00 
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See, Pip 20000 


‘Supply of labor. matenais, tools. equpment ` 
E superision of Goong Towers Water 
Treatment Program for -360TR 
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zent Ce 


Php 250.0001year Php 200.00 


Per consumption Pho 200.00 


‘General Housekeeping & Other 
Deen Sere 


Php 15.883.182.42year | Php 500.00 
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Pie, Pro 20000 


oy of Fi 
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‘Supply of Shute Bus Service 
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Maintenance of 3:360TR York Chiers 


De 350.000year Php 200.00 


Hardware Manienance of Computers 
Pengherais 


Pre 


(Corteza), who placed second in 
the Guinness Tour finals held re- 
cently in Bali, Indonesia. 

“Pero sisiguraduhin ko kung sino 
man ang maging kakampi ko ay 
ibibigay ko lahat, ang puso ko at 
determinasyon na manalo (But 1 
will make sure that whoever I play 
with, I will give my best and full 
determination in order to win),” 
said Pefia, runner-up in the 2007 
Battle of Scandinavia 9-Ball Open 
in Oslo, Norway. 


Mazon, the 2006 Kuwait 9-ball no, Contributor 


Open champion and top player of 
Conrado Poblete’s Bronco stable, 
also said he's ready to slug it out 
with the favorites. 

Pefia, a member of the star- 
laden Bugsy Promotions, and Ma- 
zon are also preparing for the 
grand finals of the SMB RP 9-Ball 
Open on Sept. 14-16. 

For details, call tournament di- 
rector Jojo Santos at 09157008000, 
Valle at 09169589897 and Peña at 
09183942779. Marlon Bernardi- 


Benito rules Cebu 


RISING YOUNG KARTER ROBY 
Benito of Tuason Racing- 
Ready2Race Team finally. 
hogged the limelight recently in 
the Cebu leg of the National 
Karting Series at the Kartzone 
in Mabolo, Cebu City. 

It was the 12-year-old Benito's 
first victory after consistently fin- 
ishing runner-up in the first four 
legs. 

‘Showing intensity and determi- 
nation right from the start, Benito 
stunned pacesetter Javi Benitez 
and top Cebuano bet Patrick Gan- 
dionco to claim the ROK Juniors 
title for Tuason Racing ROR Team. 

Benito wrapped up the 22-lap 


John Suba. 


of the 12th lap. 


Pre-Final race in 9 minutes and 
30.463 seconds, 2.516 seconds 
ahead of Patrick Gandionco and 
3.997 seconds ahead of Vencer 


Benito also posted the fastest 
lap of 25.803 seconds on the sev- 
enth lap. As soon as the Pre-Final 
race started, Benito drew atten- 
tion when he moved from third on 
the grid to second after overtaking 
Juha Turalba at the second tum. 
Benito led from the third tum 


A heavy downpour forced offi- 
cials to cancel the final heat and 
declare the Pre-Final race result as 
the basis for the winners. 


GYMASTICS 
‘SUPPORTER: 


pscnpuon 1o Gable TV. i 
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Purcnase of MaulroniexSonicwall 
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‘Al particulars relative to the ebgibaty. bid evaluaton. and award of coniract shall be governed by the prowsons 
of RA 8184 olhermse known as the Government Procurement Reform Act Bids recewed in excess of the 
Approved Budget of me Conract (ABC) shal be auiomaicay rejecied at bc opening LATE BIDS SHALL NOT BE 
‘ACCEPTED. ALTERNATIVE BIDS SHALL BE REJECTED 


“This Inviaton is also advertsed wih the Government Electronic Procurement System (G-EPS) and posted at 


the 3ed and dih Floor Senate Suen boards 


For nui. please cal the BAC Secretanal Office at ielefax no 552-8601 local 1602 (clo Rose de Castro) 

THE SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 1) REVIEW ALL ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS: 2) REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS: 3) CONFISCATE THE BID BOND ANDIOR PURSUE 
‘APPROPRIATE LEGAL ACTION SHOULD A BIDDER BE FOUND TO HAVE VIOLATED FLA. 9184; 4) WAIVE ANY 
DEFECTS CONTAINED THEREIN, andlor 5) ACCEPT THE OFFER MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE GOVERNMENT. 
‘ANY DECISION MADE BY THE SENATE IS FINAL AND EXECUTORY. 

FURTHER, THE SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES ASSUMES NO OBLIGATION WHATSOEVER TO COMPENSATE 
OR INDEMNIFY THE BIDDER OR WINNING BIDDER, AS THE CASE MAY BE. FOR ANY EXPENSE OR LOSS 
THAT SAID PARTYUES) MAY INCUR IN ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE PRE-BIDDING AND BIDDING PROCESS 
NOR DOES IT GUARANTEE THAT AN AWARD WILL BE MADE. 


(70) sep 13.2007 


(Sg 1 ATTY. DAVID JONATHAN. YAP 
Vieo-Cnaeman, Bids and Awards Commitee 


Bancod is CJAP’s 
pick for August 


INTERNATIONAL MASTER RONALD BAN- 
cod edged fellow IMs Wesley So and Barlo 
Nadera as “Player of the Month” for August 
by the Chess Journalists Association of the 
Philippines. Bancod, younger brother of 
‘Tempo sports editor Rey Bancod, was hon- 
ored for topping the RP Asian Indoor 
Games qualifying tilt held last Aug. 1-4 in 
Tagaytay City and steering Team Apoca- 
lypse-Manila to the title in the 27th Merde- 
ka Open chess team championship. So, the 
best player awardee for March and May, 
was cited for winning the gold medal in the 
recent World Youth Under-16 Olympiad. 


By Roy Luarca 


WORLD-RANKED BETS FROM CHINA 
and India are picked to tangle for top hon- 
ors when the sixth Asian Individual Chess 
Championship begins on Sept. 19 at the Ce- 
bu International Convention Center. 

‘The Chinese, who recently humbled the 
mighty Russians in a dual meet, and the Indi- 
ans will be fielding in 13 players each for the 
Li-round tournament staking a total pot of 
$40,000 (about P1.8 million). 

Super GMs Nia Hua (Elo 2681) and Zhang 
Pengxiang (Elo 2649) will banner the power- 
packed Chinese contingent which landed sec- 
ond behind Armenia in the 2006 Turin Chess 
Olympiad. 

India will be led by GMs Surya Shekhar 
Ganguly (Elo 2586), Chanda Sandipan (Elo 
2563) and Abhijit Kunte (Elo 2519) in the 
event to be hosted by the National Chess Fed- 
eration of the Philippines under former Suri- 
gao del Sur Rep. Prospero “Butch” Pichay and 
Tagaytay City Mayor Abraham “Bambol” To- 
lentino. 

“In terms of foreign participation, this is cer- 
tainly the biggest chess competition to be held 
in the country since the 1992 World Chess 
Olympiad in Manila,” said Pichay, who lauded 
the Cebu City government’ all-out support 
through Gov. Gwen Garcia. 

‘GMs Eugene Torre and Rogelio Antonio Jr. 
and 13-year-old IM Wesley So will spearhead 
the local challenge in the tournament which 
will run up to Sept. 30. 

‘Also joining are Chinese GMs Wang Hao 
(Elo 2624), Zhou Jiangchao (Elo 2572) and 
Zhao Jun (Blo 2558); Indonesian GMs Utut 
Adianto (Elo 2583) and Susanto Megaranto 
(Elo 2551); Viemamese GMs Nguyen Anh 
Dung (Elo 2537) and Tu Hong Thong (Elo 
2483); and Bangladeshi GMs Niaz Murshad 
(Elo 2438) and Enamul Hossain (Elo 2485). 

‘Singaporean GM Wu Shaobin (Elo 2449) is 
also among the 51 foreign players who are 
chasing 10 slots for the Fide-organized World 
Cup scheduled in Kalmykia later this year 

Pichay, who also organized the first Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo Cup chess championship 
and the first RP Open International Challenge, 
said the tournaments are part of the NCFPs 
continuing efforts for the country to regain re- 
spect in the international scene. 

For inquiries, call Tolentino or NCFP direc- 
tor Willie Abalos at 5368507 or e-mail the 
NCFPsecretariat@yahoo.com. 


ROBY Benito of Tuason Racing R2R finally 
claims victory in the Cebu leg of the National 
Karting Series at the Kartzone in Mabolo, 
Cebu City. 


Fessap national 
tournament up 


THE FEDERATION OF SCHOOL SPORTS ASSO- 
ciation of the Philippines (Fessap) will be host- 
ing the school-based National Championship to 
be held in Metro Manila from Nov. 23-30. The 
competition wili have 14 events, including 
marathon and cycling. Also on tap are karatedo, 
baseball, archery, bodybuilding, taekwondo, 
basketball, muay thai, volleyball and table ten- 
nis. Fessap chair former Surigao del Sur Rep. 
Prospero “Butch” Pichay was sworn into office 
by Basketball Association ofthe Philippines 
chair Rep. Luis Villafuerte of Camarines Sur. Al- 
so gracing the occasion were Fessap president 
Tisha Abundo, BAP EVP Christian Tan, Prof. 
Robert Milton Calo and Lorenzo Sy. 


EXECUTIVES’ CHESS: NCFP Chair Rep. Matias Defensor does the 
‘ceremonial moves with GM Eugene Torre at the start of the First NCFP 
Executives and Professionals Chess Challengel. With them are IM Rodolfo 
Tan Cardoso (2nd from left) and NCFP executive director Samuel Estimo. 
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By June Navarro 
and Musong R. Castillo 


IT SEEMS THAT NO ONE CAN STOP 
Marquin Chandler from demolishing ev- 
ery PBA team that gets in KT&G's way. 
The former Purefoods import 
teamed up with Hee Jong Yang and 
made a mockery of the San Miguel 
Beer defense as the Koreans pulled off 
a 127-100 rout last night in the 2007- 
2008 PBA Preseason Games at The 
Arena in San Juan. 

After tearing Welcoat and Alaska 
apart, Chandler didn't spare San Miguel 


A TY sitcom 
awaits Manny 
after Barrera 


SINCE THE 


Pacquiao-Bar- JN HUDDLE 
rera fight was 

only a few 

weeks away, I ZS. 

thought that PA 


the press con- 
ference called 
by GMA-7 last 
weekend was 
going to be 
about the Oct. 
7 event. 

Well we did talk about the fight, but 
the real purpose of the presscon was to 
announce the contract-signing between 
Manny and the network, making him a 
Kapuso talent. GMA executives said 
they will produce a show for the boxing 
icon—either a sitcom or a reality se- 
ries—but everything was still on the 
drawing board at the moment. 

Manny himself couldn't answer 
queries from the sports and show biz 
scribes who wanted to know what kind 
ofa program his producers had in mind 
and with whom he was going to co-star. 
Was it Ara Mina? 

‘A few days later, the papers said that 
Manny was going to star in a sitcom 
with Rufa Mae Quinto as his partner. 
His producers promised this will not 
disrupt the schedule of his training. 
‘Taping of the sitcom will start only after 
the Las Vegas fight. 

Speaking of Manny's Cebu training, 
his main complaint was the weather. 
The heat, he said, was almost unbear- 
able, adding it took so much energy out 
of him. 


Beth Celis 


Only when he returns from Las Ve- 
gas will shooting of the film where he 
co-stars with Ara Mina be resumed. 

‘According to show biz scribes who 
attended the presscon, the movie will 
be one of the entries in the Manila 
Film Festival this December. 

‘Asked to comment on his Kissing 
scene with Ara Mina, Manny re- 
sponded with a shy gris 

Yesterday morning the entire Filipino 
nation watched and held its breath as 
the Sandiganbayan handed down its 
verdict on the 6-year-old plunder case 
filed against former president Joseph 
Estrada. 

Here are some of the reactions we got 
from prominent basketball personali- 
ties after Erap was pronounced guilty of 
plunder. 

‘A number of respondents have re- 
quested anonymity. 

PBA governor: “Don't you think we 
might be getting out of line here? From 
sports to politics. Its not safe to com- 
ment because of the ongoing court cas- 
es versus high government officials.” 

PBL team owner: “Sorry I can't com- 
ment on this because the sons of both 
GMA (President Gloria Macapagal Ar- 
royo) and Erap are my compadres.” 

Patrick Gregorio, SBP executive di- 
rector: “Unlike in a basketball game 
where there's a winner and a loses 
the Estrada trial, walang dapat mag-isip 
na may nanalo at natalo. Wala na ang 
kantiyawan. Let's pray for a peaceful 
Philippines.” 

PBA governor: “Verdict was half ex- 
pected. The crime of plunder is a crime 
against the Filipino people. In other 
words, i's large-scale corruption. This 
is a cleansing process that tells us that 
no man is above the law. Erap, the 
champion of the masa, after all was said 
and done, has failed them. I expect that 
the confidence of our investors in our 
economy will improve. Kaya deals like 
ZTE, whoever is behind it, beware! 
Needless to say, I agree with the ver- 
dict.” 

Gary David, PBA player: "Medyo unfair 
yung verdict, kasi not guilty yung iba tapos 
'si Erap guilty Dapat not guilty na lahat.” 

Derick Pumaren, PBA coach: I just 
hope no untoward incident will happen 
so we can move on. If something ad- 
verse happens, then investors will have 
second thoughts putting their money 
here.” 


from his wrath by combining for 38 
points with Yang, most of them unloaded 
‘when the Beermen were about to storm 
‘back from double-digit deficits. 

By the time Chandler was almost done 
pulling the trigger, the Koreans were al- 
ready far ahead, 106-81, on the way to 
their third straight victory in the event 
serving as a tune-up for the PBA teams. 

‘The Koreans opened the latter half 
with back-to-back triples and with a cou- 
ple of unchallenged incursions from 
Chandler and Yang, the guest team 
moved ahead, 70-58, entering the fourth. 

Getting a shot in the arm from Ildefon- 


VISAYAS POF 


By June Navarro 


ILOILO CITY—RUNNERS DON'T 
need a state-of-the-art track to 
prime themselves up for a big 
event. 

Five Capiz tracksters proved this with 
gold-winning performances at the start 
of the 2nd Philippine Olympic Festival 
Visayas qualifying leg yesterday at the 
rain-soaked Iloilo Sports Complex here. 

Jenelyn Progio pulled off a sprints- 
hurdles double in the giris division to 
spark a six-gold effort by Capiz for the 
day in athletics. Meynaldo Eduque 
topped the men’s 5,000 meters, Joannu 
Fegarido ruled the boys’ 100 meters, 
and Hanny Jean Delfin won the girls! 
3,000 meters. 

Capping the splurge was the victory 
of Jean Felito in the giris’ discus throw. 

“We're forced to train on a dirt road 
because our track oval was being reno- 
vated before we came here,” said Capiz 
track and field coach Fritz Dorado in Fil- 
ipino. “Worse, I only had two weeks to 
put upa team and train them.” 

Progio clocked 13.435 seconds in the 


1 century dash in nosing out Bacolod City 


Jami Dawn Henares (13.436). Stephani 
Alasa of lloilo settled for the bronze in 


| 13.9 seconds. 


Eduque, 19, prevailed in the men's 
5,000 in 17:28.5 while Delfin won the 
girls’ 3,000 in 11:05. 

“Es probably all mental (dire-road 
training)—the goal is to win and I 
trained hard to achieve this,” said 
Eduque. 

The host province salvaged some 
measure of pride after Josie Malacad 
and Gerver Obillos reigned supreme in 


ALLAN OBENZA 
(et) of the College of 
St. Benilde scores on 
a back kick against 


University during 
their men’s finweight 
division match in the 
National Taekwondo 
‘Championship at the ` 

Glorietta Activity 


Center, zoutrauen 


By Romina S. Austria 


‘TWO NATIONAL TEAM STANDOUTS 
and other top seeds outclassed their 
respective challengers yesterday to 
advance to the men’s semifinals of the 
2007 Samsung Best of the Best Na- 
tional Taekwondo Championships at 
the Glorietta Activity Center. 

RP team mainstay and light welter- 
weight top seed Emesto Juan Men- 
doza overpowered Baguio's Austin 
Abuda, 6-0 (4-0, 0-0, 2-0), in the 
quarterfinals while fellow National 
Manuel Rivero won by default over 
Ronnel de Guzman of Malolos City in 
the featherweight division. 

‘Mendoza awaits the winner of the 
quarterfinal match between Philip- 
pine Christian Universitys Brian 
Joseph Dizon and Paulo Angelo Ong 
of University of Santo Tomas, which 
has topped taekwondo in the UAAP 
for the past five years. 

Rivero will take on San Beda's 
Loreto Vasquez J, a 1-0 winner over 
Davao's Roberto Pingca Jr. Top seed 
Christian Angara of Baguio meets La 
Salle's Dennis Resaba in the other 
featherweight semis pairing. 

Baguio qualified after turning back 
ninth seed Allan Obenza of St. Be- 


nilde, the 2006-2007 NCAA gold 
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so and Fonacier, the Beer- 
men came charging back to 
cut the deficit by seven but 
allowed the Koreans to rack 
up 11 straight points that 
sent San Miguel's efforts to 
down the drain. 

Meanwhile, Ken Bono, 
the sixth overall pick in the 
Rookie draft and a potential 
PBA superstar, finally came 
to terms with Alaska yester- 
day for a three-year contract 
worth around P7.3 million. 


either after practice yester- 
day or early today, with play- 
er-agent Edgar Tan saying 
that Bono “was happy to fi- 
nally be with Alaska, the 
monetary considerations (of 
the contract) are secondary” 

Bono, the 6-foot-5 former 
‘Adamson ace who won the 
UAAP MVP last season when 
he led the Falcons to the Fi- 
nal Four for the first time in 
years, will get the maximum 
‘of P150,000 a month in his rookie sea- 


“The signing was expected to take place son. 


Top taekwondo 


Lë 


Chandler powers Koreans anew; Alaska signs Bono 


His pay will then escalate to P200,000 
a month next year before reaching 
P250,000 in the third. 

‘The compensation package is not 
what many expected for one teeming 
with so much potential, but Bono accept- 
ed the deal wholeheartedly. 

The scores: 

KTG 127— Chander 19, Yang 19, Eun 19, Leo 13, 
Shin 12, Cummings 11, Huang 9, Yoon 8, Joo 8, Kin 5, 
Pak Jeon 3, Kim 2. 

‘SMB 100—Vifanseva 19, Erman 14, Foner 13, Es- 
pinas 13, Weieren 12, Hontiveros 9, Tenorio 7, Wesley 
5, Calagulo 4, Racela 2, Wilson 2, J. Villanueva 0. 

Quarters: 31-28, 60-50, 96-72, 127-100 


JENELYN Progio (right) breezes her way to one of Capiz’s gold medals—the 100-meter girls hurdles—during athletics 
competitons of the Philippine Olympic Festival at the lloilo Sports Complex. 


the 800 meters. 

Malacad finished the girls’ 800m in 
2:29.0 while Orbillos clocked 2:09 in 
topping the boys’ 800. 
football, Negros Occidental 


In 


medalist, while Resaba ousted 
Baguio’s Bonifacio Genove Jr. 

‘Another top seed, St. Benilde’s Edi- 
son Bagaipo, made it to the final four 
of the finweight category after stop- 
ping Davao's Irvin Carlos, 8-4 (1-1, 3- 
1, 42), and arranged a semis en- 
‘counter with Raffy Futolan of Defend- 
ers, who bested PCU's Mark Jazmin, 
20. 

The other final slot will be disputed 
by Davao's Ryan Tibay, a 6-4 winner 
over Region II's Francisco Tumaliuan, 
and St. Benilde's Paolo Miguel Ange- 
les, who defeated Raymond Villada of 
Defenders, 5-2. 

Bantamweight No. 1 Kim John 
Borlongan of Far Eastern University 
takes on Emmanuel Alivio Jr. of UST 
San Beda’s Jose Emmanuel Enriquez 


opened its championship bid by upset- 
ting oilo City, 4-1 

The event was opened by Iloilo Gov. 
Niel Tupas during a ceremony graced by 
POF and Philippine Olympic Committee 


men 


chair Robert Aventajado and POC presi- 
dent Jose Cojuangco Jr, among others. 
The event is backed by Globe, Accel, 
Asia Brewery, Ama Computer, Negros 
Navigation and Creativity Lounge. 


bets hurdle foes 


and Davao's Arturo Lalican Jr square 
off in the other game. 

In the middle heavy division, UST's 
Jose Anthony Soriano will meet San 
Pablo City’s Cyrus Anthony Tolosa. St. 
Benilde’s Clarence Virtuzado's semis 
foe will either be University of the 
Philippines Manila's Igor Ducay or 
USTs Arvie Antonio. 

Two more men's semifinals will be 
played today followed by women's 
matches, which were rescheduled be- 
cause of time constraints. 

Samsung officals, Philippine Taek- 
wondo Association vice president 
Grandmaster Sung Chon Hong and 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay graced 
the event which attracted more than 
400 jins, all winners of previous taek- 
wondo competitions. 


1,500 jins join inter-school tilt 

CLOSE TO 1,500 ATHLETES ARE EXPECTED TO SEE ACTION IN THE 2007 
Petron/Smart national inter-schoo! taekwondo championships on September 
15-16 at the Rizal Memorial coliseum. Philippine Taekwondo Association presi- 


dent Robert N. Aventajado says around 


500 schools nationwide affiliated with 


PTA will compete in eight divisions—seniors (men and women), juniors (men 
and women), mid-juniors (men and women), and gradeschool (boys and giris). 
According to organizing committee chair Sung Chon Hong, the tourney is part 
of PTA's grassroots program. Among the schools that have signified their par- 
ticipation in the two-day tourney are De La Salle University-Taft, Zobel, Lipa and 
Dasmarifias, UP, UST, Ateneo, FEU, UE and San Beda College. 


Eastridge gain 
‘Fed’ semis 


ROYAL NORTHWOODS OF BULACAN AND 
Eastridge of Rizal posted contrasting wins 
over the weekend to barge into the semifi- 
nals of the Federation Golf League in vari- 
ous venues. 

Northwoods dominated Valley of Antipo- 
lo, 8-3, while Eastridge went through a 
two-hole playoff before edging Canlubang 
in the quarterfinals. 

Canlubang saw a shocking end to its bid 
when the Laguna squad lost the second 
playoff hole of a scramble format due to a 
rule infraction as Mulsy Regala stayed on 
the line of putt of his partner Felix Yulo. 

The Canlubang aces had earlier fought 
back from a 1-4 deficit they suffered from 
an away game at Eastridge with their own 
4-1 victory at home to force the extension. 

Eastridge now faces two-time champion 
Forest Hills while Northwoods battles Ala- 
bang in the Final Four of the tourney spon- 
sored by Immuvit/Pascual Laboratories, Ti- 
tleist/Dynamic Sports and Spa 6750. 


MLITC, Acropolis 
lead tennis tilt 


MANDALUYONG LAWN TENNIS CLUB 
(METC)-Mizuno and newcomer Acropolis Tennis 
Club-Sta. Lucia won their two respective assign- 
ments last weekend to take an early lead in the 3rd 
BABOLAT Home & Away Interclub Team Tennis. 

‘Acropolis, led by Manny Capulong and Noel 
Polero, made an impressive debut in the Home & 
‘Away event in its own turf, defeating the PCA 
team, 5-2, on Saturday then followed it up with 
another 5-2 win over Celebrity on Sunday. 

MLTC, on the other hand, won its first game at 
home against Celebrity 5-2, and picked up Its sec- 
cond win at the expense of MTC, 5-2. 

Meanwhile, Philippine Columbian Association 
banked on Hanky Lee and Randy Male to demol- 
ish Valle Verde, 7-0, at the PCA courts. Valle 
Verde had earlier posted a 5-2 win over MTC on 
Saturday. 

Matches continue on Saturday and Sunday. 


thoughts on reaching the 


ment. 

Perhaps it’s the Warriors’ way of 
taking their mind off the pressure. Or 
for coach Dindo Pumaren, maybe it’s 
his way of ignoring the uncomfort- 
able thought that it’s his older brother 
who might give him the heartache. 

Yet if UE completes an elimination- 
round sweep against Franz Pumaren's 
1a Salle Green Archers today, the War- 
riors will barge into the Finals of the 
UAAP men's basketball competition 

‘The Warriors’ bid for a perfect regular 
season record will start at 4 p.m. at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum. 

Its a feat last accomplished 14 years 
ago by University of Santo Tomas, which 
automatically claimed then the 1993 
championship behind Dennis Espino, 
Bal David, Rey Evangelista, Edmund 
Reyes, Siot Tanquincen, Patrick Fran, 
Udoy Belmonte and Chris Cantonjos. 

“I know everyone's thinking that 
we're feeling the pressure,” said Dindo, 
“But I think both teams are feeling it. Or 
maybe La Salle is facing more pressure, 
because at the very least, we're assured 


ele 


RUSSIAN star Andrei Kirilenko (left) of the NBA's Utah Jazz battles Croatia's Marin Rozic underneath the basket for the rebound. 


arriors go for sweep 


AS RARE AND SPECIAL AS A 14-0 SWEEP MAY BE, THE 
University of the East Warriors refuse to sound off any 


brink of a historical mo- 


of the top spot in the Final Four” 

‘And Dindo is right. A La Salle loss to- 
day would bring the Archers down to 
third place behind their rival Ateneo. 

“The guys have been in this situation,” 
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Franz said confidently. “We're used to 
this.” 

‘Also breathing down La Salle's neck 
are the UST Tigers, who will try to com- 
plete the Final Four cast against the Far 
Eastern Tamaraws at 2 p.m. 

A victory by the Tamaraws, who 
stunned the Tigers, 81-66, in the first 
round, will seal a playoff for the last 
semifinal spot. If UE sweeps, the rest of 
the semifinalists will have to slug it out 
for the remaining Finals berth. 

‘The third and fourth seeds will battle 
in a knockout match for the right to play 
the No. 2 squad, which owns a twice-to- 
beat advantage. 

“Were not looking too far ahead,” 
said Dindo. “Right now we're just focus- 
ing on getting win No. 14. We're prepar- 
ing for La Salle's half-court offense. We 
know they're motivated especially after 


Lo 
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Tsing to Ateneo.” 
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STANDINGS W L 
UE mg 
Mem 9 4 
laSale 9 4 
Ver 85 
FEU 7 6 
NU 5 8 
Adamson 1 12 
NU og 
GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
2p.m.—UST vs FEU 


4 p.m—La Salle vs UE 


‘THE STAKES ARE 
higher this time 
around: La Salle big 
man Rico Maierhofer 
(left) and the rest of 
| the Green Archers 
will try to averta 
historic 14-0 sweep 
by Hans Thiele and 
the UE Red Warriors. 


RYAN 


“I think we've grown,” said Franz, 


La Salle absorbed another stunning whose Archers got dismantled by the 


loss to Ateneo, 89-87, last Sunday that 


Warriors, 96-76, in the first round. “I's 


brought the two fierce rivals toa share of just a matter of playing on a consistent 


second place at 9-4. 


basis.” 


Jasmine W. Payo 


Olympians shoot down Hawks, bag crown 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


SEASON AFTER SEASON, TITLE AFTER 
tite blew past STI in a blur. Yesterday, 
against the most storied varsity franchise 
in its playground, the Olympians finally 
forced the parade of trophies to stop 
rightin their campus. 

St ended five ttle-less years, beating 
five-time champion University of Mani- 
la, 81-75, in Game Two of the best-of- 
three finals yesterday to capture the Na- 
tional Athletic Association of Schools, 
Colleges and Universities (Naascu) 
men's basketball tournament at the Ni- 


En 


CHEER FACTOR: Perpetual Help dancers perform their winning 
routine during the recent NCAA Cheerdancing competition. 


Perpetual won the top prize. 


noy Aquino Stadium, 

“This is a memorable year for us 
(Olympians),” said STI coach Vic 
Ycasiano. “Winning the title is really a 
big achievement for the team.” 

Prior to finally winning the tide, ST's 
best finishes came as runners-up to UM 
and archrival AMA University. 

Ycasiano and team manager Amel de 
Leon beefed up the team by adding 
three prized recruits this year but in the 
end, fittingly, STI went to veteran Dexter 
Micutuan to dispose of the Hawks. 

Micuruan poured nine of his game- 
high 22 points in the final two minutes 


as the Olympians finished off the Hawks 
with a furious 11-2 windup. His perfor- 
mance gave STI two trophies to cele- 
brate. Aside from the championship 1o- 
phy, Micutuan was voted Most Valuable 
Player of the season. 

Micutuan’s nine-point explosion 
came after Russel Assuncion nailed a 
‘winner to give UM a 72-70 lead with 
still 2:13 remaining. 

“He (Micutuan) stepped up big when 
we needed him most,” said Ycasiano. 
“Wala na akong mahihiling pa (There's 
nothing more I can ask of him).” 

Micutuan and Frank Bonus led the 


Mythical Team, along with Ramon 
Mabayo of STI, Onofre Napiza of UM 
and Jerome Ceita of San Sebastian Col- 
lege-Cavite. 

Tr was the first time that UM lost a 
best-of-three title series since the 
league's inception in 2001. 

The scares: 

STI 8t—Micutuen 22, Cabangon 12, Mabayo 11, 
Por 11, Porto 8, Uan 8, Mendoza 3, Tiongoo 2, Talenti- 
n02, puert. 

UM 75—Bonus 21, Delos Wee 16, Malnao 10, 
Asuncion 10, pla eet Guimpatan 4, Facun 
0, Sadsad O, Mulawin O, Lacap O. 

Quarters: 23-18, 39-29, 58-47, 81-75 


LYON, FRANCE—LUCAS BORGES 
scored two ties Tuesday and Ar- 
gentina beat Georgia 33-3 to edge 
doser to the Rugby World Cup 
quarterfinals. 

Having shocked host France 
17-12 in the opening game, the 
Pumas were expected to over- 
whelm semiprofessional Geor- 
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Defending champion San Beda fought off a 
late uprising by Mapua to prevail, 74-64, 
‘hile Letran turned back Jose Rizal, 70-61, to 
quickly end the Final Four showdown at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

‘Game 1 of the best-of-three series starts on 
Wednesday. 

‘Though touted as the league's fiercest rivals 
for decades, San Beda and Letran will only be 
battling for the championships for the second 
time ever. 

‘The last time they clashed was in the 1950 
finals when the Knights—then notoriously la- 
beled the monicker Murder Inc—rampaged 
for 13 straight eliminations wins only to get 
derailed by the Red Lions, who forced a title 
playoff. 

But Letran, bannered then by the legendary 
Lauro Mumar, beat the Caloy Loyzaga-led San 
Beda for the tite. 

“Ies going to be a huge game,” said San Be- 


gia at the Stade Gerland. But 
Argentina met strong Georgian 
tacklers and had to wait until 
the second half before it scored 
its first ry. 
Having led 6-3 at halftime af- 
ter two penalties by Felipe Con- 
to 
Kvirikashvili, Argentina crossed 


46th minute. 


"e 
Winger 
one by Merab 


Lions, Knights seal championship clash 


da coach Frankie Lim. “You can't win a cham- 
pionship easily so it's going to be hard.” 

Lim said Letran “did a great job” hiding its 
talented bench, 

Letran clinched its third championship ap- 
pearance in the last five years. The last two 
times they made the finals—in 2003 and 
2005—the Knights ended up bagging the 
crown. 

“In fairness to Jose Rizal, that was a very 
very hard-fought game,” said Letran coach 
Louie Alas. “The score may be deceiving but it 
wasa hard-fought game.” 

‘The Knights leaned on their vaunted de- 
fense in the fourth quarter to force the Heavy 
Bombers into a dreary seven-minute silence 
and break the game apart after a tight first 
three periods. 

‘Alas later told his mostly rookie squad that 
“nobody expected you to make the Final Four, 
lalo nasa finals.” 


The winger went over again 
in the 55th and lock Patricio Al- 
bacete also scored a try in the 


Federico 
Aramburu went over in the 
79th to capture a bonus point 
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Greece rips 
Portugal, 
nails slot 
in quarters 


MADRID, SPAIN—GREECE CLINCHED ITS 


place in the quarterfinals of the European 
Basketball Championship Tuesday with an 
85-67 win over Portugal, while Croatia ad- 
vanced despite an 83-70 loss to Russia. 

Jorge Garbajosa led Spain's 3-point shoot- 
ing, rallying it from a 13-point first-half deficit 
to a 99-73 victory over Israel and finishing it 
atop Group E. 

“We reacted very well, raised our intensity 
and finally came back, but it wasn’t easy.” the 
Toronto Raptors forward said. 

Spain will next face the winner of Wednes- 
days Italy-Germany game in the knockout 
stages on Thursday, while Russia, which fin 
ished runner-up in Group E, will play France. 

Croatia will get the winner between Lithua. 
nia and Slovenia, the tourament’s two re 
maining unbeaten teams on Friday, while de- 
fending champion Greece will play the loser 

Spain took control midway through the 
third quarter when Garbajosa converted his 
second straight 3-pointer—he finished 4-of-7 
for 12 points—that turned a 57-56 deficit into 
26457 lead. 

Pau Gasol led the world champions with 26 
points while Jose Calderon had 15, including 
a couple of 3-pointers. 

“This was good news because it was impor- 
tant that we stayed relaxed on the court and 
we never panicked,” Spain coach Pepu Her- 
nandez said. 

‘Andrei Kirilenko scored 20 points as the 
Russians, who led by only four points after 
three quarters, stretched their lead to nine 
early in the fourth after a 3-pointer from Za- 
khar Pashutin and a layup by Kirilenko. 

“We woke up and played a beautiful second 
half.” Russia coach David Blatt said. “We prob- 
ably have no chance (against France) but we'll 
go out there to win.” 

Blatt said the key to stopping France was 
thwarting Parker. AP 


Argentina nears Rugby World Cup last 8 


the line through Borges in the 


fora four-try performance. 
Contepomi kicked three 
penalties and a conversion, and 
Argentina now has nine points 
from its two games to lead the 
Group D standings. Ireland is 
second with five points and 
France has one, but both have 
played a game less. AP 
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From page A27 


Earlier, two-time defending champion San 
‘Sebastian easily disposed of Jose Rizal, 85-74, 
to barge into the juniors championship series. 

San Beda managed to stay alive after de- 
railing Letran, 96-86, to forge a rubber-match 
for the other final slot. 

“The varsity scores: 

‘Third Game (Srs) 

LETRAN 70—Jazul 17, Quinday 13, Daa 12, Faundo 10, 
Gutitan 10, Reposar 5, Melegrto 3, Guevara 0, Dangoa 0. Del 
Rosario 0, Cabonoe 0. 

JOSE RIZAL 61—Sena 12, Wison 12, Cagooo 11, Pradas 
5, Cunanan 5, Se 4, Hayes 4, Bulangis 4, Nocom 2, Aga? 

(Quarters: 11-15, 28-30, 40-47, 70-61 

Fourth Game (Srs) 

‘SAN BEDA 74—Ajamal 26, Escobal 13, Erwe 10, Hermida 
8, Menor 6, Maggay 6, Gamalinda 5, Taganas 0, Marsio 0 
Tecson 0, Lanete O, Trona 0. 

MAPUA G4—Dala Poña 14, Banal 13, Co 12, Pascual 10, 
Del Rosario 7, Acosta 6, Sumalinog 2. Guillermo 0. 

Quarters: 21-15, 37-39, 61-46, 74-64 
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SINGAPORE—WORLD OIL 
prices traded flat near all- 
time highs above $78 yester- 
day after the Opec cartel 
agreed to what traders called 
a token output hike. 

At 2:09 p.m., New York's 
main futures contract, light 
sweet crude for delivery in 
October, was four cents high- 
er at $78.27 a barrel from a 
record $78.23 in late US 
trades on Tuesday. 

‘That price was close to the 
all-time intraday high of 
$78.77 hit Aug 1. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
October delivery was three 
cents lower at $76.35 a barrel. 

The decision on Tuesday by 


World oil prices 
near all-time highs 


the Organization ` et 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries to pump an extra 
500,000 barrels a day from 
the start of November was in- 
tended to signal the cartel’s 
willingness to respond to 
supply fears in consumer 
countries. 

But analysts forecast that 
oil stocks would continue to 
fall in rich countries during 
winter months in the northern 
hemisphere—the peak period 
for demand—applying up- 
ward pressure on prices. 

“I think it’s a drop in the 
ocean,” Steve Kelbrick, chief 
executive officer of Swiss- 
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But traders divided on issue of pardon 
By Doris C. Dumlao, Ronnel W. Domingo and Kristine L. Alave 


LOCAL FINANCIAL MARKETS YESTERDAY REBOUNDED AS IN- 
vestors heaved a sigh of relief over the nation’s peaceful acceptance 
of the Sandiganbayan’s conviction of ousted President Joseph 
Estrada after a six-year trial on plunder charges. 


The peso yesterday rallied to 46.71 
against the dollar, sharply gaining from 
‘Tuesday's finish of 47.12, boosted by a rela- 
tive serenity after the antigraft court hand- 
ed down its ruling. 

‘The local currency was also boosted by a 
rebound in regional currencies that was, in 
turn, inspired by prospects of a reduction 
by the US Federal Reserve of its benchmark 
interest rate during its open market com- 
mittee’s meeting next week. 

Stock prices closed 1.21-percent higher 
yesterday as relieved investors discounted 
political risks after Estrada’s conviction, 
dealers said. 

‘They said a decision by the anticorrup- 
tion court to jail Estrada for life helped calm 
investors who were nervous over the politi- 


cal ramifications ahead of the verdict. 

‘The composite index added 39.63 points 
to 3,307.60, off the day's high of 3,312.87. 
A total of 3.2 billion shares worth P5 billion 
were traded. Gainers beat losers 94 to 18. 

“The court has spoken. It's time to move 
on,” said Jose Vistan of AB Capital Securities. 

“after a long trial, investors are happy 
that its over. The decision calmed the 
nerves of wary investors,” said Astro del 
Castillo of First Grade Holdings. 

But Vistan said that while the market react- 
ed positively to the verdict, it was still too early 
to say that political tension has totally eased. 
“Fundamentals are starting to prevail over 
emotion but there are still a lot of hurdles.” 

“There was a relief rally. The key was that ev- 
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Gov’t offers 7 infra projects to private sector 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE ARROYO ADMINISTRATION 
has unveiled seven infrastructure pro- 
jects it will pursue over the medium 
term partly with private sector invest- 
ments, hoping to sustain the robust 
economic growth seen in the first half. 

‘Augusto Santos, director general of 
the National Economic and Develop- 
ment Authority, said yesterday during 


the government's mid-year economic 
briefing that the projects were chosen 
due to their high socioeconomic im- 
pact and absence of hurdles, legal or 
otherwise. 

Speaking before private sector ana- 
lysts and members of the business 
community, Santos said the govern- 
ment was inviting private invest- 
ments to be poured into the projects 
that were expected to provide decent 


rates of return. 

‘The undertakings include the Pan- 
guil Bay Bridge, the LRT Line 1 North 
extension project, the Tarlac-La 
Union Toll Expressway Phase I, the 
MWSS bulk water supply project, the 
Wawa River project, the operation 
and maintenance of the Subic-Clark- 
Tarlac Expressway project, and the 
privatization of the Ambuklao-Binga 
Hyroelectric power plants. 


These infrastructure projects are 
an update ofa list of projects that the 
government mentioned as priorities 
earlier in the year. Officials said pro- 
jects included in the updated list were 
determined to have attractive rates of 
return for potential investors. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves 
earlier explained that private sector 
investors would get their returns from 
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Peza gains control 
` -of power suppliers 
in economic zones 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AU- 
thority will gain jurisdiction over power 
distributors. supplying electricity to the 
‘ezeountry’s economic zones, taking over the 
S" tesponsibility of regulating these entities 
‘sz from the Energy Regulatory Commission. 
SSS Peza Director General Lilia De Lima said 
fe guidelines for Peza’s regulation of eco- 
zone power providers was published on 
2° Sept. 10 and would take effect on Sept. 25. 
~ “The guidelines state that all power sup- 
pliers providing power in the ecozones 
should register with us,” she said on the 
sidelines of yesterday's Philippine Econom- 
„ic Briefing, “The (Department of Justice) al- 
ready said that we have that power, so 
Luss registering them.” 

The Peza, through a DOJ legal opinion, 
has been given regulatory power over dis- 
tribution firms operating within ecozones. 

The legal opinion, De Lima said, re- 
moved power companies operating within 
ecozones from the jurisdiction of the ERC. 

‘This should redound to faster petition 

„approvals and also help reduce power rates 
ëm make manufacturing plants more global- 
‘Sly competitive. 

Apart from making the Peza responsible 
for regulating ecozone power distributors, 
the Department of Energy will also declare 
open access in the country's public and pri- 
vate ecozones, giving locators there a 
chance to choose their power supplier. 

This move is expected to make local in- 
dustries even more competitive with their 
counterparts abroad, 

Energy Undersecretary Melinda Ocampo 
had earlier said this would serve as a pre- 
Jude to full open access, with ecozone loca- 
tors becoming part of the contestable mar- 
ket for power. 

“Industrial customers will be directly 
connected to high-voltage transmission 
lines, allowing the reflection of the true 
cost of power,” she said. “The generation 
part will be deregulated and only the distri- 
bution charge will be regulated. It will be 
true open access.” 
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ERC loses jurisdiction over ecozones 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS RE- 
ported that it collected P20.9 bil- 
lion in August, exceeding its 
20.7-billion in revenue target for 
the month. 

On a cumulative basis, howev- 
er, the BOC still fell short of its 
goal. It actually collected P133.9 
billion from January to August, 
but its target for that period was 
set at P145.9 billion. 

Collection for the first eight 
months was higher than the 
P129.3 billion collected in the 
same period last year. 

The BOG, the second biggest 
revenue earner among govern- 
ment agencies after the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue, has been tasked 
to collect P228.2 billion for the en- 
tire year. This means that it still 
has to collect over P94 billion in 
the remaining months of the year 
to meet its full-year target. 

In a report submitted to the 
Senate, the BOC said it has imple- 
mented several measures to shore 
up collection and allow it to meet 
its full-year target. Included in 
these action plans are the tighten- 


ing of audit schemes, automation 
of inspection procedures, auction 
of forfeited imported goods and 
collection of customs bonds. 

Earlier, Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales said the BOC 
had purchased 15 X-ray machines, 
with the help of official develop- 
ment assistance from foreign 
lenders, this year to speed up and 
tighten’ inspection of imported 
goods. 

‘The BOC is set to buy 15 more 
machines this year so that more 
ports in the country will be se- 
cured from the entry of smuggled 
goods 

In the report, the BOC said itex- 
pected to collect P1.4 billion inad- 
ditional revenue from the au- 
tomation of its inspection proce- 
dures. Automation trims the 
length of time it takes customs 
personnel to inspect imported 
goods, and hastens collection of 
import duties. 

The BOC also said it would run 
after more suspected smugglers 
and expects to collect P2 billion 
more from its Run After the Smug- 
glers (RATS) program. 

The BOC said it would likewise 


BOC exceeds August collection target 


intensify its collection from cus- 
toms bonded warehouses. Goods 

imported by CBW operators are 

duty-exempt, an incentive given 

by the government to reward ex- 

porters for their dollar contribu- 

tions to the economy. 

But the imported goods should 
be used as raw materials for ex- 
port. If some of the imported 
goods were used to produce fin- 
ished items sold domestically, 
then the CBW operator should pay 
import duties. 

The BOC and the BIR are hard- 
pressed to meet their collection tar- 
get, which are in line with the gov- 
emment’s aim of reducing its bud- 
get deficit for the year to P63 bil- 
lion from last year’s P64.8 billion. 

The government breached its 
deficit ceiling for the first six 
months reportedly due to the fail- 
ure of the BOC and the BIR to 
meet their respective collection 
targets in the first half. 

But finance officials said the 
measures implemented by the BIR 
and the BOC, as well as efforts to 
boost privatization, would allow 
the government to attain its 
deficit-reduction goal for the year. 


| turnaround planting program, Yap said. 
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DA adds planting 
seasons to raise 
rice productivity 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
plans to raise to seven the number of planting 
seasons for rice over the next three years to at- 
tain 95-percent rice self-sufficiency by 2010. 

Normally, the country has two cropping 
seasons—the dry season from May to October, 
and the wet season from November to April. 

“My demand for our regional executive 
directors is to give me seven cropping sea- 
sons, starting the dry season of 2008 until 
the dry season of 2010,” said Agriculture 
Secretary Arthur C. Yap. 

‘This means that the DA has to insert one 
additional cropping season each in 2008 
and 2009, on top of the traditional dry and 
wet cropping seasons. 

This brings total cropping seasons to sev- 
en, counting the dry season of 2010. 

‘According to Yap, the DA will soon iden- 
tify key areas where these additional crop- 
ping periods may be implemented. 

Agriculture officials will start to discuss 
the plan of putting in additional cropping 
seasons until 2010 through the quick 


Yap added that after this date, they would 
also know the actual extent of the damage 
wrought by the prolonged dry spell in Luzon. 

‘The dry spell has resulted in a shortfall of 


rice production, prompting the DA to offset 
| the losses through the QTA program. 


With changing of guard, IC reverses CTPL thrust 


FOLLOWING THE REPLACEMENT OF 
its head, the Insurance Commission 
has reversed its earlier stand on the 
compulsory third-party liability (CT- 
PL) issue and now backs the proposal 
of the Government Service Insurance 
System that will make the pension 
fund the sole provider of that particu- 
lar insurance policy. 

“I studied the proposals (to address 
the rampant sale of fake CTPL poli 
cies), and saw the GSIS model to be 
superior than the others,” said Eduar- 
do Malinis, the new insurance com- 
missioner. 

The 69-year-old Malinis, who prior to 


his retirement was head of the commis- 
sion from 1995 to 2004, said he didn't 
know why Malacafiang asked him to re- 
place Evangeline Escobillo last month, 
but stressed he didn’t seek the post. 
Escobillo, together with nonlife insur- 
ance firms, had staunchly opposed the 
proposal of allowing the GSIS to mo- 
nopolize the CTPL business. What she 
pushed for was the establishment of an 
electronic database that would contain 


list of legitimate insurers. 

But Winston Garcia, president and 
general manager of the GSIS, earlier 
said the proposal of the goverment 


pension fund would be the best way to 
eliminate the sale of fake CTPL policies 
on unsuspecting vehicle owners. 

‘The GSIS also received the support of 
the Department of Transportation and 
Communication, which earlier issued 
Department Order No. 2007-28 that 
called for the implementation of the 
GSIS solution. 

CTPL insurance, a requirement for 
motor vehicle registration, covers ex- 
penses on possible death or bodily in- 
juries of third party victims of vehicular 
‘accidents involving the registered vehi- 
cle. The insurance cover is P100,000. 

‘Members of the Philippine Insurers 


and Reinsurers Association Inc. (Pira) 
took the matter to court, saying the 
DOTC order was unconstitutional be- 
cause it called for a monopoly. 
Pira scored when the Makati Region- 
al Trial Court last month issued a pre- 
liminary injunction on the DOTC order. 
But Malinis said that should the court 
eventually decide in favor of the GSIS 
proposal, then the Insurance Commis- 
sion would work on its immediate im- 
plementation. 
“Not all monopolies are unconsti- 
tutional,” Malinis said. “Monopoly is 
all right as long as it is regulated.” 
Michelle V. Remo 


The use of unlicensed 
software has harmed 
. our business. 


Ssh 


bei 


Don’t 


happen to you! 


Prime Pacific Grill Corporation 
2nd & 3rd Floors FMA Building Baler Street 
San Francisco del Monte, Quezon City 


let it 


Last December 18, 2006, our company, Prime 
Pacific Grill Corporation, was raided by 
operatives of the Intellectual Property Rights 
Division (IPRD) of the National Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI) for using pirated software in 
our business operations. 


By using unlicensed copies of Microsoft and Adobe 
software, we have placed our company at risk of 
legal action, business loss and humiliation! 


We would like to apologize to the manufacturer of 
the software programs that we used without 
proper license for any harm and damage we may 
have caused. We would also like to apologize to all 
our customers for our wrongdoing. 


Stop this irresponsible behavior now. 


Intellectual property rights (IPR) must be 
respected. We urge all company officers and 
business owners to adhere to the IPR laws by 
proactively ensuring that there is no pirated or 
unlicensed software on your premises. Software 
piracy hurts the Philippines’ local software 
industry. It causes loss of thousands of local jobs, 
millions in local wages, investments in new 
technologies, as well as tax revenues for the 
Philippine government. 


Unfortunately, it is now through our irresponsible 
actions that we have learned the penalty and 
consequence of using pirated and unlicensed 
software. 


We support all enforcement actions of the 
Pilipinas Anti-Piracy Team (www.papt.org.ph) to 
turb software piracy. We encourage businesses to 
learn from our mistakes and stop this 
irresponsible behavior now. 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS 
raised its budget for low-cost 
housing programs next year by 
200 percent to P7.62 billion as 
part of its bid to boost social 
spending. 

In presentation materials 
distributed during a govern- 
ment economic briefing yes- 
terday, Budget Secretary 


year. 


for next year, P5 


mainly informal 


Rolando Andaya Jr. said the al- 
location for the affordable 


the 2007 budget. 
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Pay your premiums 
& enjoy perks 


and pleasure 


A survey once revealed that in times of 
financial difficulties, insurance premiums” rank 
Jastin the “To Pay”list. 

Out of five monthly must-payables, most 
consumers or household decision-makers 
would prefer to fork out hard-earned money for 
food, tuition fees, utility bills (electricity, water, 
‘able and telephone), and credit card bills over 
insurance premiums. Worse, if the tight purse 
strings become tighter, insurance premiums 
would find its way into the Won't Pay Now, Will 
Think About it Later” category and would 
eventually be bumped off the list 

This survey finding is disheartening 
because the policy owners seem to overlook the 
reason why they purchased their insurance 
policies in the first place det is to secure their 
future. Further, paying insurance premiums 
seems to be among the least priorities because 
itis perceived to be a"burden"and a continuing 
obligation for some. 

To change this notion and make paying 
insurance premiums a more rewarding 
endeavor for its policyholders, Insular Life, the 
first and the largest Filipino life insurance 
company, relaunched | Love Rewards, a unique 
feature of its Extra Special Policyholders (ESP) 
Program. 

Insular Life's I Love Rewards enables its ESPs 
toearn rewards points for paying their insurance 
premiums in advance. Advance premium 
payments refer to payments made 1 day to a 
maximum of 30 days prior to premium due date, 
regardless d mode of payment (quarterly, 
semi-annual or annual). The rewards points 
eamed may be accumulated or instantly 
redeemed for shopping, hotel, dining and 
lifestyle gift certificates or donation opportunity. 

Among the rewards line-up, the ESP can 
choose whether to augment his monthly 
budget for basic needs (groceries, medicines, 
clothes, etc), reward himself (spa treatments, 
choice appliances, gadgets, etc), or feed his soul 
(donation to CRIBS Philippines) 

This early payment incentive, one of the few 
innovative solutions Insular Life provides to Its 
policyholders, is convenient to those who plan 
their purchases or expenses in advance. It is like 
‘accomplishing your “To Pay or To Do” lists ahead 
and being rewarded for it at the same time. 

More so, one will no longer think of paying 
insurance premiums as a burden, but as a 
rewarding experience. Ukimately, one wil 
regard insurance not as an unappealing product 
but a stylish commodity 

1 Love Rewards makes Insular Life the only 
life insurance company that offers rewards 
points alongside insurance protection, and at 
the same time gives flexible rewards options, 
thus the tagline “Enjoy the rewards that come 
with entrusting your protection to us. Live Life. 
Love Rewards? 

In its recently concluded Premyo Kada 
Premium ESP Redemption Promo, some ESPs 
chose to redeem ther rewards points to donate 
to institutions such as CRIBS Philippines, Habitat 
for Humanity and Haribon. 

Insular Life takes pride in providing a full 
Circle of innovative customer experiences to its 
ESPs through the ESP Program. Aside from I Love 
Rewards, ESPs enjoy the free annyal medical 
check-up and complimentary breakfast, as well 
as newsletters. Moreover, all ESPs are given the 
Prestige Card that offers discounts and special 
perks fiom select merchant partners and 
exclusive invitation to events sponsored by the 
Company. 

ESPs can inquire or claim their rewards by 
calling 771-1818 locals 1318 to 1320, Mondays 
to Fridays, from 800 am. to 400 pm. Simply 
inform the Marketing Staff of the rewards item 
of your choice (based on the Official Rewards 
Catalogue) and they will advise you regarding 
the delivery of your redemption request. 


Gov't hikes budget for socialized housing to P7.62B in ’08 


Bulk to subsidize resettlement projects in Metro Manila 


housing sector for 2008 would 
substantially rise from the 
P2.5 billion budget for this 

OF the total amount allotted 


used to subsidize the govern- 
ment’s resettlement program 


such allotment was made under 
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Another P900 million was 
allotted next year for the pur- 
chase of mortgages for secu 
tization, or the process` of 
pooling assets in order to 
raise funds backed by these 
assets. 7 
Finally, some P500 million 
was allotted for the govern- 
ment’s community mortgage 
program. 


Most of the country’s infor- 
mal dwellers are scattered in 
the National Capital Region, 
mostly consisting of people 
leaving rural areas in order to 
seek better livelihood opportu- 
nities. 

Another P900 million of 
next year’s budget will fund 
the socialized housing pro- 
grams of the state-owned 


Home Guaranty Corp. 

Low-cost housing units refer 
to those worth P300,000 to P3 
million, HGC president Gonzalo 
Bongolan said. 

He said the national gov- 
emment’s support for HGC 
was usually in the form of eq- 
uity so that the agency could 
beef up its socialized housing 
guarantees. 


“By charter, our guarantees 
should be 70 percent in low- 
cost and socialized housing,” 
Bongolan said. 

“With these guarantees, 
banks will be more confident in 
lending to socialized housing,” 
he said. 


billion will be 


dwellers. No 
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I-ASSURE : 


i-Assure max is the lifetime protection plan that takes care of your family’s future and provides funds for spending on life's necessities 
and leisure. i-Assure max gives cash allowances by the end of the 4th year and every other year thereafter. These are benefits 
guaranteed by the financial strength and dependability of nearly 100 years of continuous service by the first and largest Filipino life 
insurance company, Insular Life. 


To know more about i-Assure max, call 771-1818 or email us at inquiry@insularlife.com.ph. You can also visit our website at 


wowwinsularife.com.ph. 
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By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 

SM INVESTMENTS CORP HAVE 
signed an agreement with Mi- 
crotel Development Corp. on a 
150-room Microtel Inns and 
Suites project at the 60-hectare 
former reclamation area in 
Pasay City, now the site of the 


TKC Steel 
raising P2.7B 
from offering 


‘TKC STEEL CORP IS RAISING UP TO P2.7 
billion from a proposed additional offer of 
shares in November this year. 

In a statement, the company said it 
filed with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission and the Philippine Stock 
Exchange an application for a follow- 
on offering of 235 million common 
shares. 

This will increase the company's public 
ownership to 25 percent. 

The offering aims to raise fresh capital 
for the expansion of TKC's two sub- 
sidiaries, Treasure Steelworks Corp. 
(TSC) based here and Zhang Zhou 
Stronghold Steel Works Co. Ltd. (ZZ), 
which operates in Fujian province in 
southeast China. 

The shares will have an offer price 
ranging between P8 and P11.50 each. 
Through the offering, TKC is expected to 
raise between P1.9 billion and P 2.7 bil- 
lion. 

First Metro Investment Corp. was ap- 
pointed as financial adviser and lead un- 
derwriter for the offering. 

“The increase in capital will corre- 
spondingly enable the TKC subsidiaries to 
expand our domestic operations and sup- 
port our China venture,” TKC Steel presi- 
dent Anthony S. Dizon said in a state- 
ment. 

‘The International Iron and Stee! Institute 
(HSI) has estimated that global steel pro- 
duction in 2007 would grow by 6 percent or 
1,318 million metric tons from 2006 levels 
of 1,244 million metric tons, TKC Steel 
said. 

China will also continue to be the major 
consumer of steel with a projected increase 
of 13 percent in 2007 followed by another 
10 percent in 2008, taking the total to 443 
million metric tons or 35 percent of the 
world total. 

‘TKC Steel is the only steel manufacturing 
‘company listed on the Philippine Stock Ex 
change. It has controlling equity interest in 
Treasure Steelworks as well as in Zhang 
Zhou Stronghold Steel. 

TKG Steel is part of the Tiu Group of 
Companies that also owns several business- 
es in the financial servicing and hospitality 
and tourism sectors. Elizabeth Sanchez- 
Lacson 


Mall of Asia. 

The new hotel will be located 
near the SMX Convention Center, 
which will be 
biggest privately owned and op- 
erated exhibition and convention 
center, and the SM Mall of Asia, 
SMIC said in a disclosure to the 
stock exchange. 


hotel 
2007. 
the country’s 


1.153400 
16.951.000 
16.885.000 


The groundbreaking for the 
is slated for December 


SM Bay Central in Pasay is 
seen as a pre 
tourism district in Metro Manila. 
It has a total land area of 60 
hectares, offering choice loca- 
tions for business, tourism, re- 
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Sources said the 


would lease the land to Microtel, 
which will develop and manage 


r business and the new hotel. 


Philippines, it opera 


World oil prices near all-time highs 


based South Energy Consulting SARL, 
said at a petroleum conference in Singa- 
pore. “I don’t think there will be much 
effect upon the price. I think the price 
movement is inexorable.” 

Geopolitical risks, a lack of global re- 
fining capacity and fear of hurricane 
damage to Atlantic oil installations have 


terre serra 
H 
H 


also been driving crude prices higher. 

Analyst David Kirsch from Washing- 
ton-based consultancy PFC Energy said 
the Opec decision “will take some of the 
near-term supply concems off, but 
shouldn't put too much downward pres- 
sure on markets.” 

Saudi Arabia appeared to have forced 


tail and leisure projects. 


Microtel Inns and Suites is a 
chain of budget hotels. In the 


Baguio, Tarlac, Cavite, Batangas 


SM, Microtel sign deal on 150-room hotel in Mall of Asia 


and Boracay with rooms 


SM group bering between 50 to 60 ps 


site. 


SMIC, the flagship firm of 
mall taipan Henry Sy, has begun 


to simplify its corporate 
tes hotels in 


From page BI 


through the increase in the face of stiff 
opposition from the majority of its Opec 
partners, notably price hawks Iran and 
‘Venezuela. 

Some Opec ministers had talked of 
their unease at increasing production 
when the outlook for global economic 
growth—which determines future de- 


tel, the company said in its web- 


ture by tagging private property 
holding firm Shoemart Inc. as 


num- 
er ho- 


the “main company for property 
development efforts” of its en- 
tire group. | 
‘The action was approved by | 
SMIC's board as part of the com- | 
pany's earlier announced reor- | 
ganization of its corporate struc- 
ture, SMIC earlier said in a dis- 
closure to the stock exchange. 


struc- 


mand for oil—is uncertain. 

‘The 10 Opec members that are bound 
by production limits have raised their 
output target by 1.4 million barrels a day 
to 27.2 million bpd, from its current level 
of 25.8 million bpd, ministers explained. 

Countries belonging to the cartel produce 
abouta third of global oil supplies. AFP 
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ALL RIGHT, THE STOCK MARKET 
rebounded yesterday and the pe- 
so's exchange rate gained against 
the dollar. 

Such good news—even as 
doomsayers had expected the end 
of the world yesterday—suppos- 
edly came as the direct result of 
the “guilty” verdict in the plunder 
case against the man named Band 

... Wrist Band. 

The financial markets seem to 
have ignored what this adminis- 
tration has expected—a violent 
backlash of the guilty verdict. 

Was it then a case of much ado 
about nothing? 

‘The Palace was surrounded yes- 
terday with military trucks, con- 
tainer vans, and barbed wire 
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fences for—what was the polite 
term again—“security reasons.” 
Reports said thousands of sol- 
diers and policemen were de- 
ployed all over Metro Manila in 
“full alert,” meaning, actually, that 
they were just about ready to 


0.006324. 


shoot us. 
Precisely because of the “securi- 
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ty reasons,” a lot of the guys in my 
barangay were actually afraid to 
go out of their houses yesterday. 
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(Okay, I cancelled meetings. I'm 
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only human. So shoot me!) 

The Palace people may not 
know it, or they just refuse to ac- 
knowledge it, but to us down here, 
those “security reasons” precisely 
run smack of martial rule. 

For, in truth, as the markets con- 
vincingly showed us yesterday, the 
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business sector did not need any 
protection from the military and 


Dipen 
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the police. 
Only the Lola at the Palace did. 


OF COURSE we can only expect 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado 
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our beloved politicos who have 
plans for 2010 to ride on Wrist 
Band's news-hugging conviction. 
Right, Kiko? 

‘The Wrist Band factor will re- 
main for sometime, I guess, maybe 
even well beyond 2010. 

Well, nobody can hurry the 
‘Supreme Court, for one. 

From the Wrist Band camp, they 
believe that it may also be best for 
Wrist Band to delay his appeal be- 
fore the Supreme Court. 

You know, for him to wait for a 
friendly tenant in Malacafiang by 
2010, similar to what he had 
hoped for in 2004, when his best 
friend Fernando Poe Jr. had made 
arun for the presidency. 

In other words, business people 

are already getting used to the pol- 
itics around Wrist Band in the past 
six years. They already proved 
that the economy could withstand 
the issue even until 2010. 
STILL, some people cannot wait 
for 2010 to launch some “poten- 
tial” presidential candidates like 
Vice President Noli de Castro. 

This early, the man is a victim ôf 
the 2010 syndrome. 

From what I gathered, De Cas- 
tro's camp has already unraveled a 
smear campaign being pro- 
grammed against the VP 

‘And you know what? They now 
know that the demolition job will 
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Sorry, not end of the world yet 


focus on De Castro's personal af- 
fairs. 

That should disable him for 
2010, right? 

Meaning, his foes want him out 
of the race this year. 

Still, De Castro himself has been 
saying that he has any political 
plans beyond his current term. 

That's why the business sector 
supports him a hundred percent in 
his current job as housing czar. 

That's why, with the support of 
business, De Castro was able to re- 
lieve Metro Manila of a big part of 
its problem about squatters—i.e., 
informal settlers. 

‘One good case is the North Rail 
project. 

Come to think of it, in his official 
role, De Castro has not attracted 
any controversy at all. In fact, he 
has gone low profile. 

You don’t read about him com- 
menting on every issue under the 
sun. Right, Mike? 

No wonder, the rumored demo- 
lition job against De Castro is de- 
signed to attack his personal life. 

It’s just that, in the 1998 elec- 

tions, Wrist Band already showed 
us that it does not work. 
DURING the media briefing of the 
foreign cigarette company British 
American Tobacco recently, its top 
expat here and its Filipino lawyer 
in effect blamed the BIR for the 
“controversy” over the excise tax 
rate on the BAT's “Pall Mall” brand 
of cigarettes. 

They denied everything that 
was ever published on the contro- 
versy, including the points that I 
raised in this column, of course. 

BAT expat Jeremy Flint said that 
the tax rate on “Pall Mall” was nev- 


er reduced from P25 per pack to. 
P5.60 per pack, because BAT ee z 
been paying P5.60 per pack for the 
cigarette brand since it was intro- 
duced in 2004. 

Flint and his lawyer in effect 
blamed the BIR, saying that, dur- 
ing the time of its ousted commis- 
sioner, Jose Mario Bufiag, the BIR 
only decided to raise the tax to P25,., 
per pack. 

‘Thus, according to BAT, the De~ 
partment of Finance only kept the 
“Pall Mall” excise tax at P5.60 per 
pack. 

In short, no tax cut here, amigo! 

Hmmm. But what Flint and his: 
lawyer forgot to say was, only BAT 
and its local partner La Suerte ac- 
tually set the excise tax on “Pall 
Mall” at P5.60 per pack. 

They simply claimed that the re- 
tail price of “Pall Mall” was less 
than P5 per pack. 

Unfortunately, the excise tax 
rate on any cigarette brand is not* 
up to the maker or the brand own- 
er, such as La Suerte and BAT. 

tis actually up to the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue. 

BAT's “Pall Mall” brand, in other 
words, still needed the BIR’s offi- 
cial “classification.” 

Now, the BIR ruled that the ex- 
cise tax should be P25 per pack, 
because the imported “Pall Mall” 
(priced at P35 per pack versus the 
PS per pack claim of BAT) was al- 
ready paying that rate before the 
local version was even introduced. 

Under BIR regulations, not even 
the BIR commissioner can lower the 
excise tax of P25 per pack once it was 
already paid for the same brand. 

See? That is what the DOF re- 
versed. Who said it was not a tax 
cut? 
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exything was peaceful. There were no violent 
‘mass actions,” said Paul Joseph Garcia, chief in- 
vvestment officer at ING Securities Philippines. 

“Those investors who remained on the 
sidelines can now start deploying some of 
their cash,” Garcia said. 

Revie Vergara, treasurer at state-owned 
Land Bank of the Philippines, said the mar- 
ket had overreacted in selling down local 
assets in recent days. 

Investors were concerned that a “guilty” 
verdict on Estrada, who was ousted by a 
military-backed mass uprising in 2001, 
could spark violent protest actions as the 
former president still enjoyed strong sup- 
port among the masses. 

Butas the financial markets were bracing 
for the worst—still reminded of a violent 
Labor Day mass uprising shortly after Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo took over the un- 
finished term of Estrada—the generally 
calm acceptance of the verdict yesterday 
morning boosted market sentiment 

“It put the market at ease,” a money mar- 
ket trader said. 

Over the long run, the country's much- 
improved economic fundamentals are also 


seen supporting the peso even amid pro- 
longed external financial volatility. 

However, business groups are divided 
over the possibility of the government par- 
doning Estrada, with some pushing for it 
while others saying this option should not 
be considered too soon. 

“(A pardon or parole) is something to 
consider, we are not against it, but not so 
soon,” said Alberto A. Lim, executive direc- 
tor of the Makati Business Club. 

“Let us savor the moment and be proud that 
we can now be relieved of our reputation as a 
country where big offenders are either not 
pursued or are let off the hook with the least 
difficulty,” Lim said in a phone interview. 

“Thinking about (a reprieve) at this time is 
too early let us make the criminal pay by serv- 
ing time,” he added, saying the gravity of Estra- 
da's crime should not be forgotten so easily. 

“In 2001, we were so eager to take him 
out (of office) and bring him to justice,” 
Lim added. “After such a long and—until 
today—uncertain process, we should not 
be talking so soon about pardon or parole.” 

Ina separate interview, Sergio Ortiz-Luis 
Js, president of the Philippine Exporters 
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Confederation, lauded the Sandigan- 
bayan’s ruling on the conviction of Estrada, 
which he said showed that the country’s 
justice system was working. 

“OF course, (Estrada) has other options 
such as appealing the case, which can further 
drag this issue on,” Ortiz-Luis said. “We hope 
this would not (drag on) because we would 
like to have a closure and be able to move on.” 

Yesterday, Ortiz-Luis said the public 
should now consider the path of reconcilia- 
tion through a presidential pardon for 
Estrada or parole after serving six years of 
his life sentence 

‘The influential Philippine Chamber of Com. 
merce and Industry also noted that the convie 
tion of Estrada for plunder would have no 
long-term negative effects on the economy. 

PCCI president Samie Lim said there 
might be short-term reactions to the ver- 
dict, but the economy was strong enough to 
withstand these reactions. 

Lim told reporters at a forum in Club Fil- 
ipino yesterday that the negative reactions to 
the verdict would last only fora day or two. 

The economy's strong growth momen- 
tum is also strong enough to withstand the 
uncertainties that may arise as Estrada be- 
gins his appeal, Lim added. 

“There are a few more steps for him. I 
think we are far from the end of the issue,” 
he said. With areport from AFP 
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the proceeds of the infrastructure project, 
such as toll collected from motorists that will 
pass through an expressway project. 

The Panguil Bay Bridge will include the 
construction of a main bridge and viaducts 
that will provide a link between Northern 
and Central Mindanao. Santos said the pro- 
ject was estimated to have a rate of return 
of 12.48 percent. 

The LRT Line 1 North extension will in- 
volve the construction of a 5.71-kilometer 
elevated line stretching from the Monu 
mento Station of Line 1 to North Avenue 
Station of Line 3. The estimated cost of the 
project is P6.3 billion, while it is expected 
to generate a rate of return of 3.5 percent. 

‘The Tarlac-La Union Expressway is aimed 
at easing traffic in the covered provinces. 
The project will include the construction of 
an 84.5-km, two-lane asphalt concrete pave: 
ment, 28 bridges, seven interchanges and 15 
overpasses, among others. The project's est 
mated cost is P16.88 billion and its expected 
rate of return is 11.71 percent. 

‘The MWSS bulk water supply project will 
ensure supply of water in the southern part 
of the west zone of Metro Manila. The pro 
ject’s estimated cost is P5.2 billion while its 
expected rate of return is 15.27 percent. 

‘Similarly, the Wawa River project aims to 
ensure delivery of water, this time to three 
areas in Rizal—San Mateo, Rodriguez and 
Montalban. The project's estimated cost is 
P1.95 billion, while its rate of return is pro- 
jected at P16.25 percent. 

“The operations and maintenance of the 
Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway project is 
aimed at connecting the three development 
areas in Northern Luzon and geographical- 
ly diversify investments that are heavily 
concentrated on Metro Manila. 

The privatization of the Ambuklao-Binga 
Hyroelectric power plants are aimed at im- 
proving the delivery of electricity services in 
Benguet. The government has adopted the pol- 
icy of giving up operations of businesses that ; 
are deemed better run by the private sector. 
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Gn Roving Memory 


Volta Calvo-Dnilon 


(August 20, 1943 - September 13, 1995) 


Franklin Drilon, his wife Mila, 


and children 


TS 


and Chris Luna, Patrick and grandchild Lia, 


request relatives and friends to remember her in their prayers on her 


TWELFTH DEATH ANNIVERSARY. 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered today 
at the following churches: 


Sanctuario de San Jose, Greenhills, San Juan 
Mary the Queen Church, Greenhills, San Juan 
Christ the King Church, Green Meadows, Q.C. 


Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Valle Verde V, Pasig City 
Lady of the Abandoned Church, Sta. Ana, Manila 
La Consolation Convent, Santolan 

Our Lady of Edsa Shrine, Edsa, Quezon City 
f Holy Cross Church, J.P. Rizal, Makati City 
Lg 
Lë 
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HONESTO PANDY ` 
MARIANO JR. 


of Pagbilao, Quezon and San Pedro, Laguna 


Peacefully joined our Creator on 
September 12, 2007 at the age of 85. 


A loving husband, a responsible father, a sweet grandpa, a World 
War II Veteran and Retired Member of the Manila Police 
Department. 


His bereaved wife Cinta; children Clem and Cora, Pepe and Cely. 
Luzand Alex, Nanette and Romy, Boy and Karen, Chi and Allan; 
grandchildren, other relatives and friends request the pious readers 
to join them in praying for his eternal happiness in heaven. 


His remains will lie in state at Loyola Memorial Chapel Q, 
Guadalupe, Makati City. | 


Interment will be on Tuesday, September 18, 2007 at 7:30 a.m. at 
the Libingan ng mga Bayani. 


6:15 AM, 7:15 AM 
& 6:00 PM 
6:00 AM, 7:00 AM 
& 6:00 PM 
6:00 AM, 7:00 AM 
& 6:00 PM 
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In the DEATH ANNIVERSARY notice of the late 
HAYDEE BOFILL YORAC 


published in this paper on September 12, 2007, 
the dates: March 4, 1941 — September 12, 2007 
should have read March 4, 1941 — September 12, 2005. 


MISSIONARY OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE (O.M.1.) " 
i announce with deep sorrow the death of 


REV. FR. ALFONSO E. CARINO, 0.M. 
(March 19, 1940 — September 9, 2007) | 
His remains lie in state at the OMI Formation 
| House, Broce, Datu Odin Sinsuat, Shariff Kabunsuan. 
Interment will take place on Friday, 
September 14, 2007 al the OMI Cemetery 


Our Apologies 


= RY 
2 Death Notice 


EMILIA FONT 


STI + 
Died September 11, 2007 
| at the age of 91. . 
Her body lies in state at Chapel O 
Loyola-Guadalupe, Makatt City. 


after the 8:50 a.m. Mass at h «Cremationswili-be7on Friday. 
the Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto. S September 14, 2007, 1 p.m. at Loyola- 
s Prayers are requested for the eternal repose of his soul. © Guadalupe. 
oa pm 
AM FUN IA IN NATIONAL 
NG g 
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Tel Nos. + 712-3001 «749.3806 10 11 Romero a 
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| s00am | Pilipino , 
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MARY JANE “Jingle” 
PELINO RAMIREZ 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
on September 10, 2007 at the age of 36. 


Her husband, Bong Ramirez; children, Martin & 
Kiko, together with her parents Jun & Dolores 
er her siblings Ann Cariño & Family and Henry 
Pelifio & Family give thanks to the Lord for the 


blessing of her life. 


Her remains lien state at Capilla Aurora A, Arlington 
East, The Garden Chapels, 1354 C. Raymundo Ave. cor. 


Mercedes Ave., San Miguel, Pasig City. 


immaculate Concepcion Pat 


Interment is on September 15, 2007 at the Pasig 
Catholic Cemetery after the 1:00 P.M. Mass at the 


h, Pasig City. 
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life; and 1 shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 
— Psalm 23:6 


ATTY. ALLAN ESCOBER BENUSA 


cyte and North Fairview, QC 


December 16, 1955 — September 7, 2007 


now peacefully rests in the infinite Grace and 
Goodness of the Lord atthe age of SI. 


iwanag-Benusa; His children, Ronald Alls 

sister, Benilda B. Fogat 
uncles and aunts; cousins, 
nieces and nephews together with his other relatives and friends request 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at Solace 1 ofthe Arlington Memorial Chapels. 
VS ‘Ave., Quezon City, where daily Holy Masses are held at 8PM. 


Cremation will be held on Friday, September H at 2PM at the Holy 
F Cross Memorial Park, Novaliches after the 10 am. Mass 


OY ST 


Machine Tools; Plant Services; BUELLER 
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TENDER SALE 
A Large Quantity of Copper Cable 


Deadline of Submission of Bids: Monday 17th September 2007 - 17:0 
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Ist PDA Nat! Confab-Mindanao set 


‘THE PHILIPPINE DENTAL ASSO- 
ciation-Iligan City Dental Society 
in cooperation with United Labo- 
ratories, Inc. thru Dolfenal will 
conduct the 1" PDA National Con- 
vention-Mindanao on Sept. 14-16 
at Cheradel Suites, Br. Raymond 
Jeffrey Road, Ween City. 
According to Dr. Flordefes S- 
Fernandez, convention chair, Dr. 
Francisco C. Jimenez, Jr., chair, 


Continuing Dental Education, 
and Dr. Giuseppe Martin Michael 
S. Tianco, president, Iligan Den- 
tal Society, the convention's 
theme will be “Reassessing Den- 
tistry in the Light of New Scien- 
tific Knowledge." Top PDA offi- 
cials led by its president, Dr. 
Eliezer B. Blanes and Dr. Jay E. 
Perey, VP for Mindanao will 
grace the event. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


to our valued advertisers 
Our newly renovated SM Megamall branch is 
NOW OPEN 


toserve youradvertising needs. 
Please call 


for yourad placements, 


TEODORO G. "e, 
CASTRO, JR., M.D. 7 
July 26, 1937 — August 5, 2007 


Thank you for celebrating his life. 
Thank you for sharing our grief. 


Thank you for reminding us to live 
in the light of his love. 


Please continue to pray for his 
2 eternal peace and joy. 
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THE RECENT ESTABLISHMENT 
of the BIMP-Eaga consortium of 
tour operators and travel agents is 
most certainly a welcome devel- 
opment. 

The consortium is the strategic 
arm of the BIMP-Eaga Tourism 
Council (BETC) that seeks to maxi- 
mize the potentials of the East 
Asian growth area as an alternative 
to mainstream tourist destinations 
in Asia, 

The growth area covers parts of 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia and 
the Philippines. 


Recruiting members 

Since the consortium will be for- 
mally launched in November this 
year during the 3rd BIMP-Eaga 
Travex in Kuching, Sarawak, 
Malaysia, BETC chairs have now 
started tapping active travel tour 
operators and travel agents to be- 
come members. 

With the consortium aiming to 
develop and market innovative 
and competitive tour packages 
across Eaga, we see this region be- 
coming the next big thing in trav- 
d 

‘The challenge would be to effec- 
tively promote BIMP-Eaga as a sin- 
gle tourist destination in the same 
Way Europe is being positioned. 

‘The burden of providing the fa- 
vorable conditions to make this 
happen will be partly borne by the 
members of the consortium as 
they will be developing the travel 
packages for Eaga. 

First, flights should be made 
available, as this will affect the 
cost of the tour package. While 
travel agents can still develop tour 
packages without ready flights, 
the competitiveness will be in 
question, given the cost of con- 
necting flights. 

Second, should flights be avail- 
able, acceptable arrangements 


Fair trade group seeks 


MinDANAWORLD. 


Joji Ilagan- 
Bian 


should be undertaken by airline 
companies with tour operators and 
travel agents, particularly on pro- 
morates. 

And third, there should be 
enough committed travel agents 
who would aggressively sell these 
tour packages in the market, 

Once these conditions are met, 
the consortium will be able to de- 
velop competitive travel packages 
for BIMP-Eaga. 

Putting the region in the spot- 
light and making the people aware 
of what it has to offer as a destina- 
tion would have to be considered. 

With such grand plans in mind, 
we must also address that need to 
establish stronger public-private 
sector partnerships in marketing 
and promotions between govern- 
ment tourism offices and BETC as 
well as complete high quality 
tourism materials on BIMP- Eaga. 


Region’s strength 

Focusing on culture, adventure 
and nature (CAN) would certainly 
play to the region’s strength for 
there is a wealth of these three in 
this part of the world. 

For the Philippine side, which 
covers Mindanao and Palawan, des- 
tinations and activities that have 
been initially identified include the 
Underground River in Puerto 
Princessa, Palawan; Fort Pilar 
Shrine and Museum, Samal, Yakan 
and Badjao villages, Carrera de 
Zamboanga, regatta, game fishing 
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and trekking at Pasonanca National 
Park and Ecozone Trail in Region 9 
and the Gardens of Malasag eco- 
tourism village, seven tribes in 
Bukidnon, whitewater river raft- 
ing/tubing, diving, canopy walk, 
hot/cold springs, Misamis Occiden- 
tal Aquamarine Park (Moap) in Re- 
gion 10. 

Activities and destinations in Re- 
gion 11 include the Tudaya Cultural 
Village in Sta. Cruz, Mt. Apo Moun- 
tain climbing, spelunking at Kapa- 
long, Davao Norte, whitewater raft- 
ing in Maa, Davao City, the Philip- 
pine Eagle Sanctuary, Eden Nature 
Park, Crocodile Park, Malagos Gar- 
den Resort and Puentespina Flower 
Gardens. 

For Region 12 and the Au- 
tonomous Region of Muslim Min- 
danao (ARMM), tourist destina- 
tions include Lake Sebu, Bila-an 
Cultural Village, Sarangani River 
tubing, Mt. Apo, Batasan Hot 
Spring, Tawi-Tawi Turtle Island, 
farms and a bat sanctuary. 


Prime destinations 

For the Caraga Region, the 
Balanghai Shrine and Museum, Bo- 
od promontory, Siargao Island, 
Agusan Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary 
and Suhoton Cove have been iden- 
tified as possible destinations that 
will attract travelers. 

Infrastructure and transport 
support will also be an important 
factor in getting travelers to Eaga. 
When properly linked transport 
routes are put in place, a thriving 
tourism industry will inevitably 
follow. 

(oji llagan Bian is an advocate for 
the development of the island. She is 
chair of Joji Iagan Foundation, Phil. 
Call Centers Alliance, Mindanao Tech 
Voc Schools Association; Mindanao 
Rep., Export Development Council. 
E-mail comments jojibian2@ya- 
hoo.com.) 
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No need to amend 
Epira, Amcham says 


RP urged to lower power rates instead 


By Abigail L. Ho 


INSTEAD OF AMENDING RA 9136, OR 
the Electric Power Industry Reform Act of 
2001 (Epira), the American Chamber of 
Commerce of the Philippines says the gov- 
ernment should just focus on making the 
existing law work. 

“There is no need to tinker with the Epi- 
ra. We should give it time to work,” Am- 
cham executive director Robert Sears said 
on the sidelines of yesterday's Philippine 
Economic Briefing . 

He said the government should work on 
finding ways to reduce power rates in the 
country as this was still a major concern 
among foreign businesses operating here. 

“We want to see the Philippines have 
competitive power rates,” he said, adding 
that the government had “to move aggres- 
sively to sell the power assets” of the Na- 
tional Power Corp. as this would pave the 
way for the implementation of retail com- 
petition and open access. 

‘The Epira mandates the fulfillment of 
five conditions before open access could be 
implemented. 

‘Two of these remain unfulfilled: The pri- 
vatization of 70 percent of Napocor's Luzon 
and Visayas capacities and the transfer of 
70 percent of Napocor's independent pow- 
er producer contracts to IPP administra- 
tors. 

However, House Bill No. 1889, penned 
by House energy committee chair and Pam- 
panga Rep. Juan Miguel Arroyo and Ca- 


Tired of going f. 
puilding to dis 


marines Sur Rep. Luis Villafuerte, sought to 
reduce the current 70-percent Napocor pri- 
vatization threshold to only 30 percent so 
that retail competition and open access 
could be implemented soon. 

Tt likewise proposed to bring down from 
the current 70 percent to 30 percent the 
percentage of capacities covered by IPP 
contracts to be placed under the control 
and management of IPP administrators. 

‘The Power Sector Assets and Liabi 
Management Corp. has targeted the priva- 
tization of 70 percent of Napocor’s Luzon 
and Visayas capacities by the end of 2008, 
enough to meet the retail competition and 
open access requirement. 

With the sale of the 600-megawatt 
Masinloc coal-fired power plant in July, 
PSALM had already sold 24.8 percent of the 
state firm's 4,335.7-megawatt capacity in 
the two grids. 

PSALM vice president for asset manage- 
ment and electricity trading Froilan Tamp- 
inco said in an earlier interview that 
PSALM should be able to hit the 50-percent 
privatization level by year’s end. 

‘The 70-percent level should be reached 
by next year and the entire privatization 
process completed by 2009. 

PSALM will be auctioning off the 600- 
MW Calaca coal-fired power plant next 
month, the 175-MW Ambuklao-Binga hy- 
dropower plant package in November, and 
the 192.5-MW Palinpinon geothermal facil- 
ity and 146.5-MW Panay diesel-fired power 
plant package in December. 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE SENATE SHOULD HOLD 
back action on the Japan-Philip- 
pines Economic Partnership 
Agreement and instead go for 
renegotiation, this time in- 
volved affected sectors in the 
talks, said Quezon Rep. Lorenzo 
R. Tafiada III. 

Speaking as a partner-ally of 
the Fair Trade Alliance, which is 
against the Jpepa in its present 
form, Tañada said in a briefing 
there was no hurry to ratify the 
treaty. 

“Let us look hard before we 
leap,” he said. “Let us not play 
into the Department of Trade 
and Industry's fear factor, push- 
ing us into implementing the 
Jpepa lest we lose out to our 
neighbors.” 

The lawmaker was reacting 
to statements made by trade of- 
ficials, who had said ratifying or 
rejecting the Jpepa meant pur- 
suing opportunities or passing 
up on them, especially at a time 
when Tokyo was opening its 
service sector to foreigners for 
the first time in history. 

Last August, Trade Undersec- 
retary Thomas G. Aquino—who 
was the country’s chief negotia- 
tor during the Jpepa talks—said 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


BEAUTY PRODUCT MANUFAC- 
turer Splash Corp. is seeking 
regulatory approval to hike its 
capital to P1 billion from P400 
million. 

In documents with the Secu- 
rities and Exchange Commis- 
sion (SEC), Splash said that 
with the ‘increased capital, 
Splash will have 1 billion shares 
at P1 each, from the current 400 
million shares at P1 apiece. 

‘The capital hike plan was ap- 
proved by the majority of the 
‘company’s board of directors. 

Out of the increase, Splash 
Holdings Inc, which owns 
99.99 peréent of Splash Corp., 
will subscribe to P450 million 
worth of the increase in capital 
or 450 million shares. 

Splash Holdings is an invest- 
ment holding company that is 
wholly owned by Splash Group 
founders Dr. Rolando and his 
wife Dr. Rosalinda Ang-Hor- 
taleza. 

Splash Holdings owns six 


Jpepa renegotiation 


Japan has wrapped up similar 
agreements with Brunei, Singa- 
pore, Malaysia and Thailand 
and was in negotiations with 
other SEA countries. 

‘Aquino said that without the 
Jpepa, the Philippines would be 
left behind because: Philippine 
exports to Japan would not en- 
joy preferential tariffs unlike 
those from Singapore, Malaysia, 
‘Thailand, Brunei, Indonesia and 
even Vietnam; Filipino profes- 
sionals would not have access to 
Jobs in Japan unlike those from 
the same countries; the Philip- 
pines would not send a “strong 
positive signal” to major trading 
partners that it is committed to 
grow under a more open trading 
environment, unlike the same 
countries. 

Yesterday, Tañada urged the 
Senate to “take cognizance of 
the concerns of various sectors 
when it considers the Jpepa. 

“Let us not simply take a leap 
of faith and beat others to the 
punch just because talks in the 
World Trade Organization has 
hita snag,” he said. 

“(Let us not commit into this) 
just because entering into bilat- 
eral trade agreements would be 
the mood of most countries,” he 
added. 


Splash to hike capital 


companies with total gross sales 
in 2006 amounted to about 
P4.5 billion. 

Splash Corp. plans to list part 
of its shares on the stock market 
this year to raise P1.9 billion to 
P2.5 billion. 

Splash will sell a total of 
223.85 million shares through 
an initial public offering at 
P8.70 to P11.18 each. 

The offer shares will consist 
of 188.84 million new shares 
and 35 million shares now 
held by Splash Holdings Inc., 
the company said in a 
prospectus filed with regula- 
tors. 

Net proceeds from the prima- 
ry offer are estimated at P1.57 
toP2 billion. 

In its prospectus, Splash said 
the funds will be spent for re- 
search and development 
(P391.5 to P503.5 million), 
brand management and new 
product introductions (P234.9 
to P302.13 million) and açqui- 
sitions (P939.6 million to P1.2 
billion). 
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By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


FIRST METRO INVESTMENT CORP 
(FMIC), the investment banking arm of 
Metrobank, the country’s largest bank, 
expects the stock market index to hit 
3,500 by the end of the year and not 
| 4,000 as earlier expected. 

FMIC lowered its forecast primarily 
due to fears of an economic slowdown in 
the United States, the country’s main 
trading partner. 

‘The composite index yesterday ended 
at 3,307.60, up 1.21 percent from Tues- 
day's close. 

FMIC vice president Eduardo Banaag 
Jr, who also heads the investment advi- 
sory group of the bank, said, however, 
that FMIC remained optimistic about the 
country’s economic fundamentals. 

In a briefing yesterday, Banaag said 
the Philippine economy had turned the 
corner after posting a 7.5-percent growth 
in gross domestic product in the second 


GR 


. Metrobank investment unit 
less upbeat on stock market 


quarter, the highest in 20 years. 

He also said that the property sector 
continues to be on the upswing, driven 
by demand for office space and very low 
interest rates, which have expanded the 
spending power of the middle class. 

Construction has also fueled an economic 
expansion as large property companies have 
announced massive capital expenditures this 
year, including Ayala Land (P16 billion), SM 
Group (P20 billion), Megaworld Corp. (P12 
billion), Filinvest Land (PS billion) and 
Robinsons Land Corp. (P10 billion). 

He added that corporate balance 


sheets—or the statement of assets versus | 


liabilities—are also stronger. 

“We think the GDP numbers is a trend. 
Tes not a flash in the pan. The mining sector 
is up, construction is up, the property sector 
is doing very well, infrastructure spending 
is moving up and government is now able 
tobreathea litle easier and pay its bills. We 
think it’s sustainable (economic growth),” 
FMIC president Francisco Sebastian said. 


BSP bracing for volatility 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIP- 
inas is bracing for further volatility 
in the financial markets, but says 
the country is strong enough to 
withstand the worst of its effects. 

“The current macroeconomic 
environment is the most stable we 
have seen in over a decade,” BSP 
Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. 
said yesterday in an economic 
briefing. 

He stressed that the country was 
strong enough to withstand in- 
creased volatility and the perils 
brought about by the growing glob- 
alaversion to emerging markets. 

“Most of you have been in the mar- 
ket long enough to expect that during 
a period of protracted stability or up- 
trends, periods of instability or down- 
trends are just around the comer, 
whether these emanate from within 
‘our economy or from across our bor- 
ders,” he said in BSP materials dis- 
tributed during the briefing 


RP can handle 
fluctuations, 
Tetangco says 


The country’s strong external 
payments position, he said, should 
continue to support the peso. 

“The strong peso helps to temper 
inflation asit reduces the cost of our 
imports. It also eases our debt bur- 
den,” Tetangco said. 

“What concems us, however, is any 
rapidity in the peso's up moves, which 
could be disruptive to business plan- 
ning. We are also mindful of the ad- 
vverse impact of a strong peso on specif- 
icsegments of the economy,” he said. 

But to cope with surges in capital 
inflows and to ease the pressure on 
the exchange rate, he said the BSP 
had liberalized the foreign ex- 
change regulations to allow the 
markets greater access to foreign 


exchange for outward investment 
and over-the-counter transactions, 

“The general consensus on why 
risk appetite, not only in the coun: 
try but also globally, has increased 
is yield-seeking activity of agents 
who have been faced with plentiful 
liquidity and generally low global 
interest rates,” Tetangco said. 

He noted that the yields on 
emerging market issues had been 
cut substantially, due in part to ex 
cess funds trying to find a “home” in 
assets with a higher yield 

Another related challenge, 
Tetangco noted, was the potential 
ofa credit crunch and a possible in- 
vestor flight. 

But Tetangco expressed no doubt 
that the country was prepared to 
meet risks. 

To address these challenges, he 
assured that the BSP would contin: 
ue to nurture a resilient economy 
and build a strong financial system 
that is flexible in the face of compe- 
tition, 


Experience all the excitement at 
this annual event when friendly com- 
petitors outpacing themselves in 
paddleboat, powerboat and canoe 
competitions along the Sarawak Riv- 
er. To be held on the first week of 
|; September, the Sarawak Regatta is 
the best place where one can see 
and hear the beat of drums from the 
‘warring tribes’, just like how they did 
itages ago. Today, the addition of jet- 
ski and kayak racing promises to add 
to the adrenaline-pumping action. 


tat 


was first held in 1899 in Marudi, it 


The popular Kuching Waterfront 
will become the gathering venue for 
thousands of people from ali walks of 
life who will throng to witness this 
event. It is an offshoot of the Baram 
Regatta that was originally a contest 
between traditionally huge-war ca- 
noes bringing daring warriors travel- 
ling upriver. Much awaited by locals 
and visitors alike, the excitement of 
warlike and bygone days is rekin- 
died as the state's finest boatmen 
prove their prowess in the river, just 


like how their forefathers braved the 
strong currents of the Baram River, in 
the days of yore. 


Background Info 

Since time immemorial, Sarawak 
has been known as the “Land of 
Many Rivers". According to the 
‘Sarawak Museum, even the capital 
city, Kuching, got its name from a 
‘small river that is now no longer visi- 
ble. It begins from the hill called Mata 
Kuching where trees known as mata 
kuching were found and its fruits said 


to resemble the mata kucing (cat's 
eyes), 

Rivers and boats have been the 
major means of transportation and 
communication among big towns, 
small towns, villages and longhous- 
es for a long time there. Besides 
serving as a mode of transportation, 
they also use these boats for leisure 
activities and competitions, such as 
regattas. 

Although the Sarawak Regatta, 
earlier known as the "Baram Regat- 


was not the first to be held. According 
to Sarawak Museum records, the first 
regatta was held in January 1871 in 
Kuching, known as the Sarawak Re- 
gatta. Practically every other district 
or town throughout the state followed 
and turned the regattas into great an- 
nual social event until the advent of 
more cars, planes and fast boats in 
1970's. 

The annual regattas of the past 
were more than just boat racing, they 
were grand social events including 
peace celebrations, cultural perfor- 
mances and development exhibi- 
tions rolled into one big festival. 
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Tourism Malaysia - Philippines 
clo Embassy of Mala 


107, Tordesillas Street, Salcedo Village, 


PO. Box 2945 (MCPO), Makati City, Philippines. 


Tel: (632) 817.4581 Fax: (632) 812070, 
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Celebrating 50 Years of Nationhood 
Kuala Lumpur isa city that's 
truly electric with dazzlin; 
sights and pulsating sound 
It comes to lite as the peoph 
come out to play when the 
sun goes down, Dine alfresce 
under the neon-lit night sky 
or simply take a stroll along th 
streets and be mesmerised by 
the grandeur that unfolds 
before you as dusk sweeps over 
the city. Let your ears lead you 
to the action and join the 


crowds as they dance to the 


beat at KL's most happening 
clubs, So get your groove on. 


because this will be a party 


to remember 
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NURNBERGER Pork Sausages 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
‘sms faadback: Inquirer life name/aga/cty/message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at itestyle@ 
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The Beck & Koa project 


D © FRIDAY FASHION/BEAUTY 


Both 
‘THE MINUTE I ENTERED MICKEY'S DELI, In a saucepan, combine the cream, bet. bread 
the restaurant of former Manila Hotel ter, cocoa and corn syrup and bring to a 
chef/butcher Michael Beck, I knew was in boil. Remove from the heat. and 
for a treat. Few places are as visually appe- Add chocolate in a 
tizing! large bowl. Whisk until i 
Enhancing the perfectly chocolate is melted, filling 


German look is Lartizan, KITCHEN RESCUE  ™0oth and of spreading are done 


the new baby of the bread r3 A consistency. 

master himself, John Lou Reggie Aspiras Refrigerate until 
Koa. The high-end bread ready to use. 

shop serves rustic Euro- s 
style bread that ranges from sour dough, E-mail the author at raspiras@inquir- 
delectable ciabatta, crusty baguettes, au. excomph 

thentic pretzels to super delicious blueber- 
ry muffins. 

My favorite on the menu? Nürnberger 
Pork Sausages with Sauerkraut and Warm 
Bavarian Potato Salad—fantastic in taste 
and price! 

The recipe was passed on to Beck by his 
great, great grandfather, who built two 
restatirants in Germany and a third, fortu- 
nately for us, in Makati. 

All of Michael's sausages are made in the 
very heart of his restaurant. He even 
slaughters the hogs personally, making sure 
that they are at the pH levels he desires. He 
does the same with cattle. 

Although he has not officially opened 
yet, he already makes 40 different 
Sausages, imports 45 other variants of the 
same, including hams as well as 45 kinds of 


perfectly 


LARTIZAN serves freshly baked bread at its 
finest. 


Experionce fun 
big time with these 
=A cute and funny kids! 
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the most splendid sandwiches in $ E aoe 

popes E A ice gn e Ea Ta ean ad e e E E, 

done perfectly, making for the ultimate deli x d Ee A Personalities Jocy and Miles of 89.9 hosted the event white Pinoy Big Brother alomm Roxanne Barcelo and Star in 


2 Million runner-up Jammy Marquez, stood as judges. Chili's i loeaed in Missouri cor. Nevada Sts. in Northeast 
fix. Grecobilts, Greenbelt 1 ın Ayala Center, Makati, and Tomas Morato cor, Set. Fernandez Sts. in Quezon City 


Longest sandwich 

Something that tickles my fancy is the 
M.S.S., Mickeys Super Sandwich, the 
longest sandwich in town. It is stuffed with 
German cold cuts, Italian salamis, hams 
and different cheeses served in a whole Lar- 
tizan ciabatta bread. 

Then there is corned beef hash, unusual- 
ly wrapped in sausage casings. First, it has 
to be sliced and, with the casings removed, 
formed into patties and fried to golden 
‘brown. Excellent with mustard! 

And what would a German gentleman be 
without his beer and knuckles? Well, Beck 
made sure that pork knuckles done fried or 
pickled could be had with a wide array of 
German beers. 

What else could be said? 

“Hey Mickey, you're so fine, you're so fine 
you blow my mind... Hey Mickeyl...” as the 
pop tune from the ’80s go. 

My sentiments exactly when I stumbled 
upon Mickey's Deli that glorious Monday 
afternoon! 

Mickey's is at 4 Jupiter Street, Makati 
(tels. 8996923/8952461). 
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My children love to eat choco cupcakes 
and choco lollipop with different de- 
signs. Can I ask for a recipe? Thank you 
for the pulvoron recipe. It’s super deli- 
cious. My daughter told me it was the 
best pulvoron. 

ANNALIZA ABABA 


Thope the kids love this, too! 


Cupcakes 
Ze packed brown sugar 
Lewhite sugar 
Ycvegetable oil 
eggs 
22/3 cflour 
1 thsp baking powder 
2 tsp baking soda 
1 tspsalt 
1 tbsp vanilla extract 
Im cdark cocoa powder 
1% c milk (find that evaporated milk or 


sour cream makes this cake more moist) H 

Vee warm water ; @ MESO WHITE 

Beat sugars and oil in a mixer for 10 min- Ok © MESO REJUVENATION 
utes. E © COSMETIC FILLERS 


‘Add eggs one at a time, beating well after 
each addition. Combine dry ingredi- 
‘ents—flour, baking powder and soda, salt. 

Dissolve cocoa powder in warm water. 
Combine vanilla, milk. 


‘Alternately add the dry and the liquid in- ~ © SKIN WHITENING 
gredients. J © FACIAL 


Pour into lined cupcake pans. 
Bake in preheated, 350°, oven for 15 
minutes, depending on size of cupcake 


molds. 
Cool. Spread icing before serving. 
Icing: ADRIATICO-MALATE - ALABANG BINONDO CALOOCAN :ÇEBU GREENHILLS 
1% c cream May Razel Juna Eleanor 
2/3 c butter 5360619/5259891 8090395) 750587 2421312/2420728 3657653 231 3254 7266505/7261526 
Ya c unsweetened cocoa powder BOTINE: 525- 8771 0921 466423 09183912510 09178224399 0915 8804668 09158797217 0917 8261204 
3 tbsp light corns; HVDELA COSIA LEGASPI viL MEGAMALL PASAY ROAD PASG SM NORTH SUBIC 
350 g bittersweet chocolate, chopped in- weu: ETE TE my pis be pre "St 
to pieces y NUMBER: (75466377) 8140138/8140151. 8938935 6313869767754 £887 1335/8873530 6815333/6473816 9295429/9264215 2526514 
1 tsp pure vanilla extract inv Graser mee com ph 09282107247 7289719938 09162479753 , 07156893088 09284763108 0905 2690717 0928 6712299 
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GERONIMO'S Seafood Pasta Marinara THE GREAT Ribeye 
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Text by Linda B. Bolido 
Photos by Rudy Esperas 


Though the places with familiar 
names are decidedly looking more 
spruced up, dining at Bonifacio High 
Street is more casual than dress-up 


called High Street, your usual just will 
notdo. 

That certainly seems to have animated 
dining establishments that have managed 
to get into one of the few coveted spots in 
Bonifacio High Street in the Global City de- 
veloped by the Fort Bonifacio Development 
Corporation led and managed by Ayala 
Land Inc. and Evergreen Holdings of the 
Campos Group, in partnership with Bases 
Gonversion and Development Authority. 

Most of the eateries have familiar names 
but they certainly look distinctly different. 

One notable exception is Texas Road- 
house Grill. The High Street place isis first. 
But if the eatery does not look like it is suf- 
fering’ from birth pangs, it is because it is 
run by people who have plenty of experi- 
ence in operating restaurants (the Am-Phil 
Food Concepts, Inc. is the local franchisee 
ofthe chain Chilis Grill & Bar), 

The grill house offers diners a taste of 
Americana not just in the food it serves but 
in the portions it offers. 

No wonder Laine T. de Jesus, marketing 
head, says a visit to Texas Roadhouse, 
which opened only in March, is usually a 
group project, in a manner of speaking. 
With servings big enough for sharing by 
two even three people, the restaurant gets 
office crowds on weekdays, barkadas in the 
evenings and families on weekends 

‘Texas Roadhouse's bestsellers are Santa Fe 
Nachos and Jesse James Sampler, for starters, 
and Geronimo's Seafood Pasta Marinara, for 
main dish. But the menu is extensive enough 
to accommodate vegetarians, seafood lovers 
and red meat aficionados. Some notables are 
the Fajita Beef Salad, Oriental Chicken Salad, 
Shrimp & Salmon Skewes, Baby Back Ribs 
and, for dessert, Mighty Oreo Mud Pie and 
‘Cowboy Chocolate Cake. 


I F YOU ARE SETTING UP IN A PLACE 


Casual dining 

‘Though the places with familiar names 
are decidedly looking more spruced up 
than ever, dining at High Street is more ca- 
sual than dress-up. Brothers’ Burger brings 
its signature burger, cheese steak, crispy 
and grilled chicken, as well as the recently 
introduced salads, pasta and soup, to the 
small but neatly laid out High Street outlet. 

‘The chain is probably the only one offer- 
ing the innovative lamb burger. Arlet Fritz 
Pia C. Galang, marketing officer, says their 
Brothers’ Lamb Burger comes with pesto 
sauice and feta cheese. 

Brothers’ Burger makes sure people 
know about this by having it prominently 
painted on the walls. It is also packaged in 
the Dad’s Power lunch offering. For women, 
there is the Sisters’ Snack consisting of 
Crispy Chicken Sandwich and Green Salad. 

An LCD screen mounted on a wall provides 
customers more than just the menu. Avail- 
able to advertisers, the screen carries an- 
nouncements about job opportunities not 
just at the food chain but other establish- 
ments, a welcome amenity for people looking 
fora job or wanting a change. 

TGiFriday’s showcases its new look—a 
shift from vintage Americana to a modern 
classic style—at High Street. Diners in the 
outlet, which has Daisy Valencia as general 
manager and Bing L. Servilla as restaurant 
manager, are greeted by the “King” himself. 

A huge wax likeness of Elvis Presley in his 
signature white jump suit studded with 
rhinestones and with a guitar in hand 


STARBUCKS Coffee brings the products that have it a household 


name to High Street. burger. 
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BROTHERS Burger is probably the only place in town serving lamb 


h ‘TEXAS ROADHOUSE’s Sy 


Shrimp and Salmon Skewer 


THOUGH Texas Roadhouse is debuting on 
experience in the food business. 


stands outside the door looking like he is 
ready to get “all shook up” when asked. 

Inside, though the menu features the fa- 
miliar favorites, the '20s, "30s and die 
decor has been replaced with contempo- 
rary light fixtures, stainless-steel railings 
and decor themes reminiscent of the ’60s, 
*70s and ‘80s. Musical and sports icons and 
symbols of those decade are prominently 
displayed. 

Also sporting subtle changes is Starbucks 
Coffee. The American coffee chain has the 
advantage of being located right across 
from low fountains, making outdoor seat- 
ing more attractive for guests. 

‘The place carries the same menu that has 
made it popular among people who want 
their coffee and teas flavored, as well as 
those who want to stick to the basics. 


20th branch 

Seattle's Best Coffee at High Street is the 
chain's 20th branch in the country, accord- 
ing to owner Frederick Siy. 

He says the chain puts as much emphasis 
on its coffees as on milk shakes that are i 
tended “for people who do not take caf- 
feine.” 

The chain tries to come up with a new 
flavor every two months or every quarter, 
their latest being avocado, he says. 

Siy, who visits each of the various outlets 
at least once a month, says most new fla- 
vors originate from the mother company in 
the United States. 

The local franchisee can propose each own 
concoction, subject to approval of the US 
company. Siy says the Americans recognize 
that the locals know the market better so, as 
Jong as the products stay within the image of 
the company, they generally gain approval 

Products are kept on the menu or with- 
drawn depending on the consumers’ re- 
sponse, he says. 

Another familiar name will be added to 
High Street's roster of oldies but goodies 
when Italianni's opens its 10th branch to- 
morrow. The restaurant will be presenting 
its new lineup, the Bravissimo Menu 

For those who want-to put together a 
simple meal using ready-made ingredients 
Healthy Options has organic pastas, sauces, 
vinegars, oils and other wholesome ingre- 
dients, as well as snack items. 

People who want their four-legged best 
friends to eat healthy, too, can also find a lot 
of doggie treats in this branch. 
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igh Street, it is run by people with extensive 


SITTING outside Starbucks becomes a 
delight with the low fountains in front. 


SEATTLE’S Best Coffee tries to have 
something new every two or three months. 


for TGIFriday’s customers, 
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HOW DOES ONE PREPARE 
for a tuna festival? By not eat- 
ing tuna in any form before the 
event, 

So scratch the sashimi, tuna 
panga (jaw) and belly inihaw and 
the canned versions from the 
menu for a while. And a good 
thing, too, because tuna in many 
variations was what we had dur- 
ing a three-day stay at GenSan. 

GenSan is short for General 
Paulino Santos, who led the first 
group of immigrants from the 
Tocos into this southernmost 
Mindanao area by the Sarang- 
gani bay. 

I prefer its old name, Dadian- 
gas, after a shrub that used to 
grow wild in the area. You can 
still see businesses and schools 
that use Dadiangas in their 
names. So does pool player 
Leonardo Andam, who is from 
there and is known by the 
moniker Dodong Dadiangas. 

Criselda Macién, president of 
the city’s Tourism Association, 
told us there was a GenSan Tuna 
Chef contest that we had to judge 
and that we would have a taste of 
“Sashimi Nites,” free tuna sashi- 
mi during the week-long festival. 

The culinary competition was 
held at the Mindanao Polytech- 
nic College. The judges, Myrna 
Segismundo, Jill Sandique, Raul 
Ramos, Booj Supe and I, revised 
the rules to include other seafood 
as the main ingredient, 


Even for dessert 

Students and professionals 
competed in their own categories 
to produce an appetizer, a main 
course and a dessert, Sometimes 
the contestants got carried away, 
using tuna even in the dessert ei- 
ther because the new rules did 
not sink in or they thought that 
by using tuna in all the courses, 
they would get more points. 

After the judging, what was 
right or wrong with each entry 
was discussed. Recipes were also 
scrutinized for how they were 
written, especially whether in- 
gredients and procedures were 
complete. 

Judges also leamed from the 
exercise—this time the merits of 
wrapping food in anahaw leaves 
(Keeping in moisture), the local 
names of basil (sangig) and the 
small taro or gabi (karlang), and 
that cooking with coconut milk is 
called nilabog (guinataan). 

Members of the association, 
mostly hotel and restaurant own- 
ers, hosted our lunches and din- 
ners. 

Marasa Grill of Macién was 
the first lunch for our hungry 
group that left Manila in the 
morning without a proper break- 
fast. We could not wait to dig into 
the kinilaw of malasugue (mar- 
lin), imbao (big clam) soup, salad 
of boiled vegetables and sea- 
weeds, and grilled tuna panga, 
squid and prawns. 

Family Country Homes served 
good panga as well. Saranggani 
Heights was visited during the 
daytime for the view of the bay 
and then for dinner and some 
lessons on gardening. We 
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Micky Fenix 


A ‘tuna’ of a time in GenSan 


leamed that some varieties of gu- 
mamela w named after Fi 
ipino superstars (did you know 
that?). 

We were also treated to their 
best lechon manok, which was in- 
deed so flavorful we almost fin- 
ished the whole lot. And, on our 
last day, it was lunch at the air- 
conditioned Orange with a bistro 
ambience for a mix of Thai cook- 
ing and great kare-kare. 


Various cuts 

But we came for a tuna festival 
and we leamed something about 
this big fish that contributed so 
much to the economic life of 
GenSan. 

We visited one tuna supplier 
where we leamed the various 
cuts. There were local names like 
bagaybay for the fat strip, bihod 
for the eggs and kuyog for the 
tendon. 

Cuts that the Japanese favored 
were given names like sushi bar 
and saku bar. There were drum- 
sticks, which were the ends; 
crazy cut, one of the non-sashimi 
pieces; cubes, ground, fillet and 
tail that were either boneless or 
bone-in. 

Best of all, we were shown 
how to prepare a huge fish for 
sashimi. James Lacaba was our 
sashimi chef that night. He re- 
duced the huge tuna into the 
choicest cuts for us, slicing each 
piece into red squares. 

First, off with the head, the 
part from where the panga 
comes. Then the tail. At this point 
Lacaba showed us the tail flesh to 
demonstrate that this tuna was 
not of prime quality because the 
color of the meat was not even, a 
condition he termed “rainbow.” 

Holding his sharp knife expert- 
1y, he cut through the fish length- 
wise, separating the four fillet 
parts. This involved removing 
the spine at the center and other 
organs in the belly But these 
parts did not go to waste as they 
‘were put away for so many kinds 
of cooking—sinigang, inasal, 
paksiw. 

The Sashimi Nites included 
free sashimi with every purchase 
of P100 at any of the food and 
drink booths in the fair area. Our 
own prime cuts were tasted 
where we dined that evening. 

We did hear the disturbing 
news that catching tuna was not 
as easy as it used to be and the 
boats had to go farther out. Pret- 
ty soon there might not be 
enough. So what will happen to 
the canneries in the area and the 
jobs they generate? 

Still, those away from Min- 
danao will always think that the 
country's second biggest island is 
a bountiful place. Yes, but most of 
that bounty is not tasted there 
because they are brought to 
Manila and to the world. Our 
hosts made us laugh when they 
told us that what they got from 
their wet markets were heads of 
prawn and bangus because the 
bodies had been exported else- 
where 

‘And the tuna that James cut 
was third-rate because the top- 
most quality were shipped out to 
the bigger, better-paying mar- 
kets. 
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ONLY at the following 
Brothers Burger outlets: 


ALABANG ° HOBBIES OF ASIA 
s PASEO DE STA. ROSA 


e CAMP JOHN HAY 
Mark your calendar on 
September 14 from liam ~ Spm ! 


Visit aur website ot 
www.brathersburger.com.ph 
for franchise opportunities and catering services 


Lei 


Street Corner Rizal 
Crescent Park 
West Bonifacio 
Global City 


8191887] 


ER BROTHERS BURGER 


ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

While emverearee aro us 
cslsbralod wah a toast d who a 
ee dinner, Brothers Burger 1s 
gut ns anniversary wih a 
twstl On Soplomber 14, 2007, 
Brothers Burger is olerng 
customers a 60% discount on the 
1/2 pound burgor parteuiariy in the 
Vera outes: Hobbies of 
Asia on Macapagal Avenuo In 
Mania; Wesigaie Conor at 
the Filinvest Corporate City in 
Alabang. Muninlpa; Pasoo do 
Sta, Rosa in Laguna, and Mile Hi 
Cor ‘Camp John Hay in 
Baguk 

Because of their anniversary, 
beten famous halpound 
burgers wil bo enjoyed at hall he 
‘oa, kom P129 each fo P84.50. yat 
Fetaing ther usual hees 
een and doiciousness. The 
50% discount i a one day ofer oniy 
So hay and vnlt he 4 celebrating 
fas irom ttam lo Spm for dine in 
‘nd take out orly. 


The Brothers Signature Pasta 
Relaunch 

Tre annorsaryis abo celebrates 
wth the relounhing of Brothers 
Signature Pasta in addiion to the 
wee range of Brothers Burger 
products. The Brothers Signature 

aech of twee delacianis 

m combinalon vm 
Hamburgers and oiher prouet 
ngs 
CREAMY CHICKEN SUPREME 
Dressed in white cream geen 
topped wih sauteed chicken churs 
‘and buton mushrooms; dizzled wih 
Parmesan cheese 
POMODORO WITH MEATBALLS 
or ihe amiar spaghet is 
‘sully red wth ready-made tomato 
SE 
erenc with Brothers’ homemade 
fed sauce out of sieved whole 
Lee, eniched wih besty 
E 
CREAMY PESTO ` wa 
VEGETABLES ~ Brothers’ ce 
eet sh for delers and 
kopp Topped with savory 
gege ces zucchini, carros 
and opgolan), tis pasta is dressed 
wih Broen” homemade whic 
zem enhanced wih peso a 
‘reall sauca mode of he nutitous 
bend of tesh bas, gare, ove 
pina nuts and grad een, Each 
fish goas wih a ei baked 
habe boas 

In answer 1o customers’ constant 
demand, the Brothore Signature 
Pasia out 10 prove thal good tgs 
deserve a second seming! 

For more Weeer zen 
Jet opportunites and ierg 
zem logon 
two brothersburge.com ph, 
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DELIGHTFUL FISH 
FILLET 
Food is best shared with 
friends and family. 
Italianni's huge servings 
make it easy for people to 
bond while enjoying a 
hearty meal, At the 
Manhattan-style Italian 
ing establishment, 
people can share 
traditional pizza and pasta, 
Blueberry Panna Cotta, 
refreshing fruit smoothies 
and specialty dishes like 
the Corsican Steamed Fish 
Fillet with Ginger, 
accompanied by olives and 
anchovy pasta for alight 
but satisfying meal. 
Italianni’s Eastwood City 
branch is located at One 
Luna Lifestyle Center (tel. 
6830828, 6380780 or 0917- 
SEWCITY). 
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HONG KONG'S premium Maxim's 
mooncakes are available at Peking 
Garden Restaurant (tel, 8179066/67),an 
affiliate of Maxim's, The mooncalce is 


available in three flavors—with lotus 
seeds and two eggs, with 


seeds and two eggs, and mixed nuts with 
two eggs. Ideal for gift-giving, the 
mooneakes come in beautiful and 
elegant packages. Peking Garden is at 
the 2/L of Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, 
Makati City. 


GUMBO offers creole and 
cajun dishes such as the 
restaurant's bestsellers 
Seafood/ Chicken Jambalaya, 
Crawfish Etouffe, Cajun 
Shrimps Kebab, Louisiana 
Crab Cakes, Seafood Creole, 
Cajun Blackened Salmon and 
the house specialty Seafood 
or Chicken Gumbo, among 
others (5560238 or 
4420106), 


Freshly baked meoncakes 


+ Capture im 


Available at the following Nokia Stores nationwide: Greenbelt 1, Glorie 


ER E 


and ph 


ur bio 


tta Digital Xchange, Tomas Morato, Festival Mall, SM City North Edsa, 


Gaisano Davao, Gateway Mall, Robinsons Manila, Robinsons Galleria, SM Davao, Tacloban City, Lim Ket Kai Center CDO, Alabang Town Center, 


SM Mall of Asia, Podium, Greenhills, 


SM City Cebu, SM Iloilo, SM Bacolod, Rockwell, Bonifacio High Street, Dagupan, Trinoma, SM Batangas 


Make sure your new Nolda Mutimeda Computer s protected by a 12-month warranty on parts and services from Nolda Care. 
‘ist wwvunaldacom gh t check the retal store nearest you. For more information, tex NOKIA PHONE N7O ME, or N73 ME, or NTG, or N95 to 2910. P250 


oriy at authorized Noida retailers: 
Smart and Gobe subsarbers, P200 for Sun subscribers 


DINING OUT 


LUK YUEN NOODLE HOUSE IS OFFERING 
freshly baked special mooncakes. In singles 
(P75) and attractive gift box (P280), the 
mooncakes are now selling at the following 
Luk Yuen outlets: Greenhills (tel. 7212620), 
SM Megamall Bidg. B (tel. 6334396), Glorietta 
2 (tel. 8671394), Cash & Carry (tel. 8870687), 
Magallanes (tel. 8536966), and Alabang Town 
Center (tel. 7724967) 


KIMPURA Japanese Restaurant now offers a 
special Lunch Feast menu. Available at budget- 
friendly prices, the menu gives diners 14 choio- 
es. Each main dish is served with pickle appetiz~ 
er, kobachi, mixed sashimi, miso soup, steamed 
rice, and iced tea, iced coffee or fresh fruits. The 
choices include tor teriyaki, sanma, cold noo- 
de gyudon, tempura, tonkatsu, beef yakiniku, 
beef teppanyaki, nigiri sushi, tuna belly, salmon 
butteryaki, chirashi, salmon /kura and unagi. 
Lunch sets are available Monday-Saturday. Kim- 
pura is at 2/L, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati 
City (tel. 8924456); and Greenhills Shopping 
Center, San Juan City (tel. 7218816). 


SUPER BOWL of China has added four new 
dishes to its extensive menu of authentic Can- 
tonese cuisine. Its Limited Time Offers (LTO) 
are available Sept. 16-March 31. They include 
the 5-colored Shredded Beef, Beancurd 
Stuffed with Ground Pork, Shredded Pork with 
Bean Sauce, and White Fungus with Almond 
Cream in Papaya for dessert. Sotanghon with 
Minced Pork, Fish Fillet in Light Soy and Spicy 
Taosi Sauce and Pork Strips with Kangkong 
and Chinese Bagoong have become regular 
‘menu items. 


BURGOO (tel. 9277398, 8981815, 6875565, 
7263678, 9136112, 5560091, 6336256) offers 
Extra Supreme Nachos. Other must-try dishes 
are the Fried Calamari, Buffalo Chicken Wings, 
Mozzarella Sticks, Sta. Fe Springs Rolls, Ham- 
burgoo, Grilled Pork Chops, Fish and Chips, 
Chicken Fajitas, among others. 


CALIFORNIA Pizza Kitchen offers Roasted 
Garlic Shrimp, mildly spiced shrimps sautéed 
in a cashew white pesto tossed with spaghetti 


x 


BLACKBEARD’S SEAFOOD ISLAND has 
opened in Eastwood Libis. The restaurant 
offers seafood dishes including Crabs ala 
Carte, Fresh Visayan Blue Crabs, California 
Crabs and Crabs by the Basket. Other 
specialty dishes are Kinilaw, Oysters & 
Clams, Barbecue and Deep-fried Trippings. 
The all-time favorite Boodle Feast, a 
complete set meal of grilled seafood, is also 
available (9135701, 8867692 and 9132694). 


PALOMA 

Modern 

‘Spanish Bistro 

(G/F Shangri-La 

Plaza Mall, tel. 

9104096) 

features 

Spanish dishes 

bychefJA 

Ventura. It 

offers 

Manchego 

Cheese 

Triangles, 

Ostrich 

Salpicar, Smoked Salmon on Black Rice and 
Braised Crispy Quail, The restaurant's 
bestseller is Paella Paloma. Other favorites 
are Beef Salpicao with Grilled Prawns, 
Lengua Sevillana and Bacalao on Pilaf, 
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“LUST, Caution” winning 
crew (from left) at the 
just-concluded 64th 
Venice Film Festival: US 


d 


Just like a H wood star 
FORMER US PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER JOINED 


the ranks of movie stars at the world prem of “Man 
from Plains” his biopic ditected by Jonathan 


CHEER Demme (‘Silence of the Lambs,” “Philadelphia") at 
the Toronto film festival. While thousands of 
FACTOR Cooney and Pitt fans crushed barricades around 


their hotel, a smaller, but duly awestruck group 
gathered in front of a local cinema hoping to get the ` 
Nobel peace prize winner's autograph. AFP 


actor Wang Leehom, 
Taiwanese director Ang 
Lee, Chinese actress Tang 
Wei, Hong Kong actor = 
Tony Leung and Chined 
actress Joan Chen. 


Ang Lee bows to 


nang ug 
Paus 


presents 


EIJING—TAIWANESE nally two hours and 36 minutes 
long, became “relatively clean”, 
Lee was quoted as saying. “Ch 
dren {will be able] to watch it. 

‘The movie, a tense drama set 
in Japanese-occupied Shanghai 
in the 1940s, has been given the 
NC-17 rating in the US, banning 
viewers under 17. 


Self-censors award-winning movie 
director Ang Lee axed 30 


B minutes from his award- 


winning erotic spy thriller 
“Lust, Caution” to pass China’s 
censorship rules and make it 
child friendly, state media re- 
ported Tuesday. 

Lee, who on Saturday 
picked up his second Venice 
Film Festival Golden Lion for 
Best Picture for his new film, 
was told by Chinese authori- 
ties he had to cut out steamy 
scenes for mainland audi- 
ences, Xinhua news agency 
said. 

“Authorities told me there 
was no film rating system on 
the mainland so they let me cut 
it,” Xinhua quoted Lee as say- 


A new COULECTION FROM 
‘YOUR FAVORITE BAKESHOP. 
Foun OcSicns PER PACK. 


Still ‘reasonable’ 

Lee said he “took pains” to 
preserve the integrity of the 
film: “For a viewer who has not 
watched the full version, the 
short version remains reason- 
able.” 

Some violent scenes had also 
been cut, Xinhua said, 

The film opens in China on 
Oct. 26, a month later than its 
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Lino Cayetano © 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
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ONE UNSTOPPABLE FORCE. ONE IMMOVABLE OBJECT. 
ONE INCONCEIVABLE EVENT. 


Al LIZ JASON STATHAM 


KC CONCEPCION 
considers her rela- 
tionship with televi- 
sion director Lino 
Cayetano “a very 
private matter,” and 
remains tight-lipped 
about it. 

However, speak- 
ing at the launch of 
her ABS-CBN TV 
program, “KC From 
Paris to Pinas” (air- 
ing Sept. 23, 10:30 
zm KC told the 
entertainment press 
that her suitor was 
“sobrang okey.” 

She denied ru- 
mors linking her to 
Billy Crawford, Rico 
Blanco and Gian 
Magdangal. 

Billy courted her 
and spent time with 
her in Paris but, KC 
said, they never be- 
came an item. 

Gian Magdan- 
gal—whom she 
worked with in the- 
ater—was “like an 
older brother.” 

Ae for former 
Rivermaya front- 
man Rico, KC said 
they were “close.” 
She did not elabo- 
rate, 


. NO RETREAT. 
NO SURRENDER: 


ISANDLE 
JAMES 


AND 
LARRY 


ais 


wii 


' 
‘i 

AA | 

eg 

IN THEATERS SEPTEMBER 19 


September 14 / 7PM 
Eastwood Central Plaza 


FREE ADMISSION 
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From Andy (miles098@yahoo.com): 
= xy This is about “Haw Ang.” I was not involved in the project and I'm not an important per- 
FEEDBACK zi. This i just to inform you that there were rwo directors and two groups who made 
that movie. There were management problems and the first group was not properly cred- 
bas d. Sigrid Bernardo directed 90 percent of the trailer, as well as 70 percent of the fin- 
ished prodiict. But she was mentioned only at the bottom of the credits. I hope this helps 
Sigrid and her group, who are being beleaguered (sic) by the producers. 
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Ligaw Liham 


Sometime in the 70's, In a small town in 
Negros, the post office simply stops Its 
operations. No one knew about this except for 
the postman and his caretaker. When Nor, finds g 
out about this secret, he finds an opportunity 
to sway to the dance of love when he assumes 
the Identity of another man. Nor reads the 
letters hidden In an old warehouse and takes 
‘over the pen of Karen's husband who was 
| working in Saigon. Soon after, a correspondence 
‘between Nor and Karen takes place. And Not 
finds himself truly falling in love. 


Explore the depths of the sea 
‘and experience the captivating 
colors and the exciting 
drama of marine life. 
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And now, a peek into ... 


From page D6 alco Ave.) is a diamond in the 


NOW SHOWING 


rough. It boasts of exciting bars 


Hate mail 

Alessandra de Rossi admits 
that she and Rhian Ramos are still 
ignoring each other after Rhian 
reportedly threw her weight 
around during a location shoot. 

What's with this Rhian giri? 
Her own fan club is circulating 
hate mail, denouncing her as 
their idol. The former Rhian fa- 
natics claim she has grown swell- 
headed and gone 
wild. Will the real 
Rhian please stand 
up? 


and restos such as Aruba, 
Decades, Elbow Room, Mugen, 
Opus, Capisce, Good Earth, 
Misato, and a variety of fashion 
outlets like Lafayette and Sgt. 
Pepper. In addition, there's am- 
ple parking free of charge. Let's 
all do the “walk.” 


Email wateringholeshangri- 
la@yahoo.com. 


PAULEEN LUNA 


Open all hours POWER PLANT 


RJ Jacinto rocked cr 
LA Café Bar & Resto 
(MH Del Pilar, Ermi- 
ta) during its an- 
niversary last 
month. 

On Sept. 22, Oct. 
20, Nov. 17 and Dec. 
22, it’s folk icon 
Freddie  Aguilar’s 
tum to wow the 
crowd in the cozy 
bar that’s open 24 
hours. Fun is served 
in LA Café ‘round 
the clock. 
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WON A STANDING OVATION AT CANNES FILM FESTIVAL. 
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Teysi: Comedy can’t die Teen mom to cool ma „n 


From page Dé She got three Best Supporting Actress | self a “cool mom,” Jean said she enjoy life,” she said. Jenica asks tress. I'm so proud of her.” 


nominations for her role in Connie | is not strict, especially on mat- me about everything; I always Jean said she was equally 


id newcomers.” 
HR “Good thing, my packaging Macatuno's “Rome and Julier"—from Cine- | ters concerning love. “I know advise her to just be herself.” proud of her career at the mo- 
isdifferent.” ma One film fest, Golden Screen Enpress | Jenica will eventually fall in  Sheadded: “People come upto ment. She had done “almost ev- 
‘She has not completely lost faith in the and now, Urian. love. [But] for now, I wantherto me and say Jenica is a good ac- ery thing,” she said, since her 
biz, though. “Tm very excited about inde- “Irs my first Urian nod,” she says. “It 1980s launching 
horror flick, “Im- 


pendent digital films.” made all the hard work worthwhile.” 


paktita,” which is 
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HY REPERTO HILIPPINES de City of Makati | y a ZER wale (oe dee 
Ta FUNSHOW Claudia inthe t 
i Aan with pra audia in the top- 
in cooperation with IESSE DRESS ‘EM UP rating TV. series 
app Rea, ee r $ “Pangako Sa Yo,” 
i E Erer ee UNDERDOG STYLE and the lead role 
y e ` “Magpakailan- 
Bring your cute pet dogs in z 
je apes ES 2007 man: The Patricia 
melen alr August 11 - December 13, 200 a superhero costume and get Donggalo Story.” 
$ eae A special prizes. About the latter 
DE Onstage, 2nd Flr., Greenbelt 1, MojorPizes ond other speci qwors "Olė. Jean recount- 
r, Paseo de Roxas, Makati City reaper bese ed: “I competed 
BOW WOW Champ and runners up with Vilma Santos 
For inquiries call 887-0710 Mosier & pet look-alike for the Star Award 
Ee Most Talented Buddy Best Actress tro- 
BOW WOW Eater phy for that role. 
BOW WOW Fun Show is on SEPT. 15 (Sct) Vi won, but we 
2PM ot Orosa Alum, Robinsons Pace, Manila beat the rival 
‘Regisration Forms are now available ato! channel in the rat- 
Handyman Do-il-best Home Center Oullels ings game.” 
Also challenging 
Showing on SEPT.12 MTRCB Rating: G for Jean was her 


role of novelty 
song artist Mystica 
in “Maalaala Mo 
Kaya.” 

“Like Mystica, 1 
had to sing, dance 
and wear fake 
nails,” Jean said. 
“That was really 
tough, too.” 

But the ultimate 
challenge for her, 
Jean said, would 
be to pose for a 
men’s magazine. “I 
can bare skin if a 
movie requires it, 
but I'm not so sure 
about doing that 
for a men’s maga- 
zine. Although, I'll 
probably consider 
it if my daughter 


Ayal enous does not object.” 


AT THE CINEMAS T AT THE MALLS 
CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: Ayala 
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Movie schedules may change wher gie For gege please al 720 f Greeonei- 75748530 $4 Ayala Cemer Cebu (032) 231 5342 loc. 324 Toma - 901 3000 
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Jazz Nights 
REENBELT September 12, 2007 at GB 2 Al Fresco 


THE BRAVE ONE ALABANG 
Anson's Exhibit 


TOWN September 1 to 16, 2007 at the Activity Center 
CENTER 


ROGUE ASSASIN 


ROGUE ASSASIN ‘THE BRAVE ONE 


DISTURBIA 4 iknow WHO ste me[5 UNDERDOG AYALA CENTER Elliot Yamin of American Idol Live! 
SES GC ‘September 26; 6 PM; OnStage (Cinema 1) 
THE BRAVE ONE 2 
eta Lactum Mall Show 
MARKET! MARKET! September 8 & 9, 2007 at the Activity Center 


UNDERDOG 4 I KNOW WHO KILLED ME 


Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
at REP’s Globe Theater - Opens August 11, 2007 
For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 
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‘Antiquefios: Homage to my Kasimanwas, 


ae er 
Ayala MUSEUM ` por more into, ple cat 750 Roto Ea or onal museum. igury@aylamoseum.org 
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Don't miss oam um £1 d in a live concert at the 
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PUGAD BABOY BYPM.JUNIOR HOW TO PLAY SU DOKU 


Difficulty Level & Xe X am 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You're an independent thinker with a great sense of humor. You're direct, honest and enterprising. You're also very 
enthusiastic ít you like something. You enjoy beautilul things in social situations. You're highly persuasive and well-organized. You love 
to learn. Work hard to buid or construct something important 1o you in the year ahead. (Your payol wil soon follow.) 


Birthdate ot: Siella McCartney designer/activist; Jean Smart, actress; Ben Savage, actor. 


ARIES (March 21 to April LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) SAGITTARIUS (Nov, 22 to 
19): Its easy 10 enjoy the This is a lovely. pleasant Dec. 21): Conversations 
BS AND WEDUY BY LYRAGARCELLANO ‘company of others today, day for you. The Moon is DA wth temale triends could be 
S especally partners. close making a beneficial aspect significant. tod 
WHEN x Grew up ) | gut I 0ON+ waNt Te 8e EES friends or members of the to Venus, which $ in your sions about tz 
Pea Se DENCE ON S SN Ger j voB. Paim and ireny toward Simi an’ pomat "DR 
A MIND ReapeR Reaper I WANT A Goop d everyone. ic—and of course, you are! 
SOLD EDUCATIONAL CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
ee To e TAURUS (April 20 to May VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept Jan. 19): Quite tky, youll 
ME DINEM 20}: Ths ia prety enge 22}: This 1 a 900d day 10 0 something that cals at 
Ing day at work. People are shop or explore financial tention to yoursell today 
‘reasonably cooperative: No- investments. In particular, Fortunate, it will be in a 
Dody wats to rock the boat you'll want to buy beautiful positive way. People wil A 
Enjoy your day! things: Whatever you buy — preciate your noughitulness. 
might increase in vale or 
GEMINI (May 21 to June atleast please you lor a long time. ‘AQUARIUS (Jan, 20 to Feb, 
20}; Ths i rend, bes 18): Do someting dierent 
tous day. You want to have LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22): JÀ cat You vant to have 
tun, and you want to enjoy Tms 5 a wonderiul day 10 some tunin your ite. You al- 
KIKO MACHINE the company of others. JN < So want to have thet of 
Ee > Playlut spe wth chi Moon is in your sign, and Tearing something nev. o 
ege Er ren are gert Sports and the theater you lee! particularly sociable unusual 
SRAM oo none ORRE mea KARAGATAN are pood choices as well, Yak to nenos. Attend group 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 
20): Fends are generous to 
22): You want 1o make m- ‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. you today. Die and goodies 
provements 10 where you 21): Soltude in beaunitul might come your way. At the 
lve today. or buy something Surroundings wil please you very el someone will doa 
beautilul for your home. today. I you get a moment, favor for you. This is a good 
Family discussions are try 10 kick back and relax day to discuss shared property or how to 
warm and friendly. Enjoy entertaining. You'l enjoy your own com- divide something. 


gatherings. People are cooperative today. 
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And now, a peek into Pauleen Luna’s blog 


A LOT OF READERS E-MAILED ME, SAY- 
ing they enjoyed reading the blogs of Zsa 
Zsa Padilla and Lea Salonga which I printed 
in previous columns. 

To continue with our celebs’ blog “se- 
ries,” here are some entries in Pauleen Lu- 
na's and Jed Madela’s. Isn't it a welcome 
change to get a glimpse of the stars’ 
thoughts, instead of being bombarded with 
crazy controversies about them? 


Reality Check (by Pauleen Luna) 
“There are times when you feel so happy 
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that it [feels like] your last day on earth. 
Have you felt like that, too? 

‘But the reality is, pain is just around 
the corner. It’s like happy moments are 
reminders that we should get ready any- 
time for another trial to come. Hey, I'm 
not trying to sound pessimistic here. I 
just realized something that I have per- 
sonally experienced many times. 

“The life I have been living for almost 
19 years now [may be] short, but it has 
taught me some very priceless lessons. 
And I'm definitely keeping them stored in 
my mind. 

“Right now, I just want to enjoy these 
happy moments. I feel so happy that I wan- 
na push it tothe limit. Because the truth is, I 
haven't felt better in my entire life. 

“[have a very loving and generous Father 
up there who won't ever get tired of taking 
good care of me. I have a very supportive 
family, a good job, irreplaceable friends, 
amazing new friends and a very loving 
partner. What more can I ask for? 

“Everything that makes me happy are in 
my hands right now. And if ever I fall, Tm 
pretty sure I'll get up.” 

AFilipino Thing (by Jed Madela) 
“I notice that we Filipinos have a weird 


‘way of [starting] conversations with people 
whom we haven't seen for some time. 


“Normally, it goes like this: Uuuuyy! Ku- 
musta? Tumaba ka ah...’ Or, Uuuuy... payat 
natin ngayon ah...” 

“What's with the weight-related opening, 
remark? 

“I experienced that today. Which greet- 
ing? Both! In one day? How can Ihave gone 
from fat to slim in a matter of hours? Whoa! 
T guess it's just a Filipino thing. Sometimes, 
we don’t know what to talk about. 

“A simple ‘Hi, how've you been?’ would 
do. Pero... Data! Tumaba ka!” 

“What if I answer, Ikaw nga dyan d 
Nyahaha! 


Lessons in love 

I cornered Polo Ravales about the real 
score between himself and Ms Earth-Cana- 
da, Rizza Santos. “She's GF material but Tm 
not ready for another relationship," he says 

inning, and then sighs. “Medyo fresh pa 
Yung sa amin ni Ara.” 

What has he learned about love so far? 
“Both parties should find enough time for 
each other,” Polo says. “Useless ang love if 
you're always apart.” 

My sentiments exactly, Polo. You can’t ex- 
pect high rewards from a low-maintenance 
relationship. You gotta love hard or hardly 
loveatall 
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Teysi: Comedy can’t di 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. Tessie 


servers who claim that the 
com asa genre is dying. 

“I don't believe sitcoms will 
ever die," she assents."Iftheres A 
drama, there's got tobe come.” 


ALTHOUGH TESSIE TOMAS 
GMA 7 sitcom, “Bahay Mo Ba 
"To," was canceled recently, she 
keeps herself busy traveling, 
cooking—and belly-dancing. 

On her last trip to London, 
she visited husband Roger 
Pullin’s grandchildren. In New 
York, she went restaurant-hop- 
ping with her son Robin and 
watched Broadway plays, 
among them “The Year of Magi- 
cal Thinking,” starring Vanessa 
Redgrave. 

Still, she misses the weekly 
grind. 

“Our shows cancellation 
came as a shock to the entire 
cast, especially since the ratings 
and commercial load were 
good,” she tells bon Enter- 
tainment. 
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believes. 
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disagrees with ob- 


Comedy will never go out 
of style in the Philippines, 

who marks her 
anniversary in 
show biz next month, 


She describes 
TV industry as “un- 
predictable 
mind-boggling... 
don’t know if I still 
have something to 
look forward to in a4 
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competing 12- to 2l-ye:n 
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~Pete Hammond, MAXIM. 


“This NEW BREED of action thriller Jee 
HITS THE BULL'S EYE.” 


~Stephen Rebello, PLAYBOY 


“This is a WET DREAM for ACTION JUNKIES.” 


~Peter Travers, Rolling Stone 


43,2007 


3 


A ‘mangled 
comeback 


NEW YORK—THE CONSENSUS IS CLEAR: 
Britney Spears performed like she was 
sloshing through mud at MTV's Video Mu- 
sic Awards. The troubled pop princess roy- 
ally mangled her heralded comeback. 

But what about the nastiest comments of 
all—those about her body? “Lard and 
Clear,” read Monday’s headline in the New 
York Post. “The bulging belly she was 
flaunting was SO not hot,” wrote E! Online. 

Certainly, people were curious to see her. 
The show drew 7.1 million viewers Sunday, 
up 23 percent over last year's VMAs, and 
was the highest-rated cable program of the 
year among people aged 12 to 34, accord- 
ing to Nielsen Media Research. 

‘The morning after, the blogosphere was 
buzzing with opinions. For every “fat” com: 
ment there was an impassioned retort. “Give 
her a break,” wrote one blogger on About- 
think.com. “The gie had two kids—I hope 
Tmasize 10 after having kids!” 

For many observers, the issue was not so 
much the body, but the body in the outfit. 

“In that ensemble, you just can't have an 
ounce of anything extra,” said Janice Min, 
editor of the celebrity magazine US Weekly. 

Suze Yalof Sewhartz, executive editor-at- 
large for Glamour Magazine, was an unex- 
pected ally. She noted, “When you walk 
around the stage in a black bikini in front of 
millions of viewers, people are going to no- 
tice.” But, she added, though Spears does 
not have the perfect body she once did, 
“Most women would die for the body shë 
has now.” 


“Some of this stuff is so out there 
YOU'LL HAVE TO SEE IT 
TO BELIEVE IT! 
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Teenage 
mom to 
cool ma 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


ACTRESS 
Garcia, who got 
pregnant in her 
teens, considers her 
17-year-old daugh- 
ter Jenica lucky. 

“Our generation 
wasn't as well-in- 
formed about sex 
as kids of today 
[are],” Jean told 
members of the 
press during the 
opening of 
Bioessence Green- 
hills branch, 
where she is an en- 
dorser. “We feared 


JEAN 


asking our own 
parents; now 
[even] TV com- 
mercials encour- 
age safe sex.” 

TV tandem 

Jenica, ` Jeans 


gaughter by Sie 

Lee Jigo Garcia, 

di joined show 
biz. They are cur- 
rently seen on the 
GMA 7 TV series, 
“Impostora.” 

Jean has anoth- 
er child, 5-year- 
old son Kotaro, by 
a Japanese busi- 
nessman. 
Considering her- 
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